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 Sine Die April 10th - The 445th Legislative Session Concluded

 Bills introduced in the Senate - 1365

 Bills introduced in the House - 1699

 Bills Passed - 810

 Bills Enacted To Date - 93

End of Session Fun Facts
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HB 200 – Budget Bill (Fiscal Year 2024) – (Enacted)
Passed a $63 billion budget for the upcoming Fiscal Year 2024

- Included $5.1 billion for projects in the capital budget;

- Included $900 million to the Blueprint for Maryland’s Future fund 
(the state’s savings account for an ongoing ten-year education reform effort);

- Maintained $2.85 billion in cash reserves which includes:

$2.5 billion in the Rainy-Day Fund (Revenue Stabilization Account); and 

$351 million in the state’s general fund (surplus). 

2023 Legislative Highlights
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 Safeguarding Reproductive Choice:

SB798/HB705: Guaranteeing Access to Abortion
- Reproductive Freedom Amendment to the Maryland Constitution (ballot for 2024).

SB786/HB812: Protecting Privacy of Reproductive Health Information
- Prohibits violations of patient privacy and imposes criminal penalties when information is

wrongfully disclosed by any health care provider.

 Cannabis Reform:

SB516: Cannabis Reform
- Created a regulatory framework for a legal cannabis market.

2023 Legislative Highlights

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d0a1TY9rhcwLzYF1bDkhxnTon06b7b6sE8Y5JPuKTmKL-24amfB5gyr9WqiqVHFfVNpoI_RtyJHi5Vk--4sk6ULhWCAJOUwuPHV1NFNXRHElYZ_8l7ZEYN01LyyrGbmFxEUo7CpzjCb2m-Ej4UATvavDo-EXiLfyPbg9JAYOXdJPtL8bf8QzPUbgzkXBT3hg02vbGkKNuO5_I2hlBD1Tpg==&c=gQ_aRmRcdMA76PQxpmS-ZwdKWHdyiBiWTCUoimJGC9K5LIYko3U8Gw==&ch=zfN-mm0MFRUwFT_997QtscsZomG6Ks1PChZGxrTUQqg8bkZi02ULjg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d0a1TY9rhcwLzYF1bDkhxnTon06b7b6sE8Y5JPuKTmKL-24amfB5gyr9WqiqVHFfuDk7tEvwBRfGC0f1j1P4ItUTJcFvVMfV8KTvyWFIw8UN3NCfWs4eeOq5Zf3tLCKO7BuvQnj41YIKXZ1xpGFWMe7BPsgflCxMQUV4acCdxYgfeqGwnwqOB2jQi9NNw4FHahJIrIivqzin-7OYjDqHdg==&c=gQ_aRmRcdMA76PQxpmS-ZwdKWHdyiBiWTCUoimJGC9K5LIYko3U8Gw==&ch=zfN-mm0MFRUwFT_997QtscsZomG6Ks1PChZGxrTUQqg8bkZi02ULjg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d0a1TY9rhcwLzYF1bDkhxnTon06b7b6sE8Y5JPuKTmKL-24amfB5gyr9WqiqVHFfqq24lTj8g63z2s-OndKh9_DaxzUvbfQxydUjGKh40qBkXWgDHmXeCFYwpf-fIDhj1Q6iEO9XgRCR60NLmdz-mHhHJSnPyzV6OccDUjBcW3-BpOJ2oSwgqGgyDU0SqNaBVID62yCkKDgTyTGjCJP8jg==&c=gQ_aRmRcdMA76PQxpmS-ZwdKWHdyiBiWTCUoimJGC9K5LIYko3U8Gw==&ch=zfN-mm0MFRUwFT_997QtscsZomG6Ks1PChZGxrTUQqg8bkZi02ULjg==
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 Improving Public Safety:
SB001: Shielding Public Spaces from Gun Violence - strengthened concealed carry licensing laws 
prohibits bringing firearms into public areas such as schools, polling places, and government
building.

SB858: Storing Guns Safely - The bill criminalizes unsafe gun storage by an adult that allows a
minor to gain access. 

 Advancing the Governor’s Agenda:
The Moore/Miller Administration proposed a 10-point package to the General Assembly.
All Passed. 
- SB551: Creating The “SERVE” Act
- SB555: Accelerating the $15 Minimum Wage
- HB1219: Hiring and Retaining Teachers
- SB552: Expanding Economic Opportunities for Low-Income Families

2023 Legislative Highlights

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d0a1TY9rhcwLzYF1bDkhxnTon06b7b6sE8Y5JPuKTmKL-24amfB5gzS2VkgO5EaTtCxd2tJA8Fe4e4Ov7kz4lFmyFFxnv4z4e83xgavPA5-nLSoRMqpJEC3O1SsSa3-dWfG7U-2erb454hFaZ-41HJWdZuANmwUey9cEDqW7tLkgarMGcOKHO7Ak9AP8suPa9-1-EzuZ3na-SFjqCrxUmA==&c=gQ_aRmRcdMA76PQxpmS-ZwdKWHdyiBiWTCUoimJGC9K5LIYko3U8Gw==&ch=zfN-mm0MFRUwFT_997QtscsZomG6Ks1PChZGxrTUQqg8bkZi02ULjg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d0a1TY9rhcwLzYF1bDkhxnTon06b7b6sE8Y5JPuKTmKL-24amfB5gzS2VkgO5EaTuzAM5H9mjVCU4hiBuBSZyTmDJD72fRONL-or9pOrLtMelOXZT3rrS8Xp3N6nPg5C_yPlK03_BUUFic3VIvAw8XFztvZYJ8TTBHhnyEyyds8FyedIiJUdUUWgJGHClGqFyqUB0dLBmz1EhY7cfz7NJw==&c=gQ_aRmRcdMA76PQxpmS-ZwdKWHdyiBiWTCUoimJGC9K5LIYko3U8Gw==&ch=zfN-mm0MFRUwFT_997QtscsZomG6Ks1PChZGxrTUQqg8bkZi02ULjg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d0a1TY9rhcwLzYF1bDkhxnTon06b7b6sE8Y5JPuKTmKL-24amfB5gyr9WqiqVHFfu5TssbwK7QOr_ipcYh2-9NgqkMJQDffYVVnajHFXeEy3SMKreVo6-ZMiLbcBxiB9mfCOOw6erTMG8i--qn38Nq7lErkOrIRFfsauzs6K7L5VzE4Fddn-dQJAR26EhMPZIP7SVK6gs-YNFyWT1nt1Zw==&c=gQ_aRmRcdMA76PQxpmS-ZwdKWHdyiBiWTCUoimJGC9K5LIYko3U8Gw==&ch=zfN-mm0MFRUwFT_997QtscsZomG6Ks1PChZGxrTUQqg8bkZi02ULjg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d0a1TY9rhcwLzYF1bDkhxnTon06b7b6sE8Y5JPuKTmKL-24amfB5gyr9WqiqVHFf_DNlx8Fjpxl_SBnlzrL5QABlxDXX_5FRcywXMI_FAa_7L-pr09miolxMIpzCQGjtc4aup_aDoS6Zuyn8Ycmsu2vjJQdogUiBEMCwBFZlRjAAYd1UFz9b4x8UazXs56C2nDEOWoTL1QnRgDBuupQ5NQ==&c=gQ_aRmRcdMA76PQxpmS-ZwdKWHdyiBiWTCUoimJGC9K5LIYko3U8Gw==&ch=zfN-mm0MFRUwFT_997QtscsZomG6Ks1PChZGxrTUQqg8bkZi02ULjg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d0a1TY9rhcwLzYF1bDkhxnTon06b7b6sE8Y5JPuKTmKL-24amfB5gzIPCDQbMe51CuUDo8XhIDsmzlXwUxmKRf9tgLzgYcz-PRYwlxFVO0tbLCLvGCZ6F36c6GKNN_5Td-B_v7fuHQlSv7fnPc7KK6Z9kwKjnkXcd1psnx_8fUwAouxdrKm-kDX-eO90rrUIR-5pIFB8suEbZJ58rJwplQ==&c=gQ_aRmRcdMA76PQxpmS-ZwdKWHdyiBiWTCUoimJGC9K5LIYko3U8Gw==&ch=zfN-mm0MFRUwFT_997QtscsZomG6Ks1PChZGxrTUQqg8bkZi02ULjg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001d0a1TY9rhcwLzYF1bDkhxnTon06b7b6sE8Y5JPuKTmKL-24amfB5gyr9WqiqVHFf0-D3RB8-0GGe5rID6z37-D7C2p-Crvi9YuaV7Llth19rWiJbWnU228T0xpanJec26LiBbNEagExgczjAXlmmghL-MqYzBxTvstCU7baFY-paPuAr0stkbOgem8FrYereSjGwFCC0pv4RvhNDY-1WJQ==&c=gQ_aRmRcdMA76PQxpmS-ZwdKWHdyiBiWTCUoimJGC9K5LIYko3U8Gw==&ch=zfN-mm0MFRUwFT_997QtscsZomG6Ks1PChZGxrTUQqg8bkZi02ULjg==
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MHCC 2024 Budget Appropriation

 $36,693, 921  (Special Fund Appropriation) 

 Includes $12.5 million for the Trauma Fund

 Includes $ 1.0 million General Funds for the Patient Safety Center  
Budget Actions: 

 Restricts $100,000 in the 2024 appropriation, contingent on the enactment of SB 786 or HB 812, until 
MHCC submits a letter confirming the submission of regulations related to health information 
exchanges and electronic health records within 30 days of the submission of regulations. 

 Requires MHCC to submit a report on the criteria for allocating $9,500,000 in trauma facility funding 
45 days prior to the transfer of funds from the DPA to MHCC for allocation to trauma centers. 

2023 Legislative Highlights
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Mandate Studies
 SB0075 - Insurance and Maryland Medical Assistance Program – Treatment of Alopecia Areata –

Coverage Requirements (Bill Failed) - Study report due December 2023.

 SB0108 - HI – Annual Behavioral Health Wellness Visits – Coverage and Reimbursement 
(Bill Failed) - Study report due December 2023.

 SB0184/HB0376 - HI - Diagnostic and Supplemental Exams and Biopsies for Breast Cancer - Cost-
Sharing - MHCC to study and report on the financial impact of eliminating cost–sharing for 
diagnostic image–guided biopsies for breast cancer. Report due on or before October 1, 2023.

 HB1217/SB0805-Maryland Medical Assistance Program and Health Insurance - Required 
Coverage for Biomarker Testing - Report on the impact of providing biomarker testing by 
December 1, 2025.

2023 MHCC Legislative Highlights 

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2023RS/bills/sb/sb0075F.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2023RS/bills/sb/sb0184E.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB0376?ys=2023RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2023RS/bills/hb/hb1217E.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/SB0805?ys=2023RS
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Health Care Workforce 
 SB0283/HB0418 - Mental Health - Workforce Development - Fund Established - Requires MHCC to 

conduct a comprehensive behavioral health workforce needs assessment in coordination with the 
BHA, the Maryland Higher Education Commission, the Maryland Department of Labor, the Career 
and Technical Education Committee, and other interested stakeholders. 
Needs Assessment due on or before October 15, 2024.

Trauma Funding 
 SB0493/HB0675 - Commission to Study Trauma Center Funding in Maryland - MIEMSS and MHCC 

shall jointly chair and staff commission. Study the adequacy of trauma center funding. On or before 
December 1, 2023, the Commission shall report its findings and recommendations to the Governor 
and General Assembly.

2023 MHCC Legislative Highlights 

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2023RS/bills/sb/sb0493T.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2023RS/bills/hb/hb0675T.pdf
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Nursing Homes 
 SB0509/HB0702 -HCF - Nursing Homes - Acquisitions and Licensure - MHCC in consultation with 

certain stakeholders, to study and make recommendations regarding the expansion of the 
certificate of need program over acquisitions of nursing homes. Submit a report with 
recommendations from stakeholders to the General Assembly on or before December 1, 2023.

Electronic Health Records and Information Exchange 
 SB0648 - EHNs and EMRs - Nursing Homes - Release of Records - Review legislation in relation to 

and make sure consistent with HB 1022 (passed in 2021) in regulation. 

2023 MHCC Legislative Highlights 
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Protected Health Information 
 SB0786/HB0812 - Health - Reproductive Health Services - Protected Information and Insurance 

Requirements - MHCC must (1) adopt emergency regulations within nine months of the bill’s 
effective date to restrict data of patients related to legally protected health care and (2) submit 
quarterly reports on the bill’s implementation in fiscal 2024 and 2025. Regulations must be 
developed by December 2023.

Dental Health Services 
 HB1146 - MDH and MHCC - Dental Services - Survey and Regional Needs Assessment - By December 

1, 2023, MDH and MHCC, jointly and in consultation with MHA, must submit a report to specified 
committees of the General Assembly that includes the results of the survey and the regional needs 
assessment, as well as the regional plans. 

2023 MHCC Legislative Highlights 

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2023RS/bills/sb/sb0786T.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB0812?ys=2023RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2023RS/bills/hb/hb1146T.pdf
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Telehealth 
 SB0534 - Preserve Telehealth Access Act of 2023 - MHCC must study and make recommendations 

regarding the delivery of health care services through telehealth, as specified, and report to the 
General Assembly by December 1, 2024.

 HB1148/SB0582 - Behavioral Health Care - Treatment and Access (Behavioral Health Model for 
Maryland) - Requires the MHCC to study and make recommendations regarding the delivery of 
health care services through telehealth, including payment parity for the delivery of health care 
services through audiovisual and audio–only telehealth technologies on or before December 1, 
2024.

2023 MHCC Legislative Highlights 

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2023RS/bills/sb/sb0534T.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2023RS/bills/hb/hb1148T.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2023RS/bills/sb/sb0582T.pdf
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The Beginning
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