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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good afternoon.  This presentation provides an update on the legislative session and takes the place of the Friday morning policy calls. There is no call tomorrow morning.



Quick Statistics
• 53 days remaining 

• 1561 House bills introduced

• 1136 Senate bills introduced 

• Staff currently tracking ≈ 160 bills
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
As of earlier this week, 1780+ bills introduced.  MHCC staff have reviewed all of the bills and are actively tracking approximately 280 bills that could impact MHCC’s operations and/or policy areas of interest to MHCC.  

At this point, MHCC has provided written positions on 10 Bills and fiscal notes on more than that (Thanks to Denise Ridgely)

BACKGROUND INFO-for reference

LOI
HB196- MHBE
HB512 CDS Escripts
HB632 Vehicle registration
HB693 CDS Escripts MDH
HB970 PCP bonus
SB106 State facilities CON
SB166 CDS escripts
SB501 MLRAP
SB502 Telehealth
SB519 Behavioral Safety plan

Fiscal notes: 
HB340
HB905 Real time benefit checks
HB926 facility closure
HB967 Privatize UMMS
HB1478 Health Care of Inmates
HB1486 $750K NCDS prescript record 
HB1572 ICF CON dereg
SB67 PIA
Sb297- APA
Sb632 Facility fee
SB669 PDAB


	



Update on Activities 
• Bill Hearings To Date 

- Telehealth Bills:
HB 123/SB 3 - Preserve Telehealth Access Act of 2021

HB 731/SB 567 - Telehealth Services – Expansion

HB 732/SB 568 – Health Care Practitioners – Telehealth – Out of State Health Care 
Practitioners 

- Health Disparities Bills: 
HB 28/SB 5 - Public Health – Implicit Bias Training and the Office   

of Minority Health and Health Disparities

HB 78/SB 52 - Public Health - Maryland Commission on Health Equity 

(The Shirley Nathan-Pulliam Health Equity Act of 2021) 

HB 309/SB 565 - Public Health - Data - Race and Ethnicity Information  

• Budget Hearing- Joint w/House Appropriations and Senate 
Budget & Tax
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
A few quick updates from this past week.

Provide an update on the development of the telehealth study (e.g. relevant meetings with stakeholders).

The Commission’s budget hearing before the Senate Budget and Tax subcommittee was held on Monday.  There were no action items related to MHCC’s legislative priorities.

A large volume of bills were reviewed in hearings this past week [INSERT TALKING POINTS]



Bill Hearings  
Weeks of February 10th and 15th
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Options: 
1. No Position
2. Letter of Information
3. Letter of Concern
4. Support (with or without 

amendment)
5. Oppose

Bill Hearings – 2/10

HB0731 Telehealth Services – Expansion – Support with 
Amendments

SB0565 Public Health - Data - Race and Ethnicity Information –
Support (Written Testimony) 

SB0568 Health Care Practitioners – Telehealth – Out–of–State 
Health Care Practitioners – No Position (monitoring)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We will review X bills today.  The first set of bills are bills that we have not discussed this year.  This is followed by a set of bills for which we have already discussed the cross-filed bill.  I am hoping the discussion on that second set of bills is brief.



https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/HB0731?ys=2021rs
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/SB0565?ys=2021rs
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/SB0568?ys=2021rs


Bill Hearings  
Weeks of February 10th and 15th

Bill Hearings – 2/16

SB0565 Public Health - Data - Race and Ethnicity Information 

Bill Hearings – 2/17

SB0567 Telehealth Services – Expansion 

Bill Hearings – 2/18

HB0674 Nursing Homes - Transfer of Ownership - Site Visits and 
Surveys 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Could state 1-2 sentence summary of each bill to share with the Commissioners. What do we expect to hear from the bill hearings? How is this information relevant/important to Commissioners?

SB565 (cross file HB309)
Requires the Maryland Office of Minority Health and Health Disparities (the Office) to collaborate with the Maryland Health Care Commission to publish a report card that includes racial and ethnic composition data on individuals who hold a license or certificate issued by a health occupations board, rather than only physicians and requires the Office to respond to requests for health data that includes race and ethnicity information within 30 days of receipt of the request.

SB567 (cross file HB731)
Expanding the health care services the Maryland Medical Assistance Program is required to provide through telehealth and altering a provision of law requiring certain insurers, nonprofit health service plans, and health maintenance organizations to reimburse for health care services in a certain manner and at a certain rate.

HB674 (cross file SB704)
Requiring the Maryland Department of Health to conduct site visits and conduct full surveys, within 1, 3, and 6 months after the date of transfer, of a licensed nursing home if the ownership of the nursing home is transferred to a person that does not own or operate another nursing home in the State at the time of the transfer.

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2021RS/bills/sb/sb0565F.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2021RS/bills/sb/sb0567F.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2021RS/bills/hb/hb0674F.pdf


New Bills 
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MHCC - Departmental Bill - Health Information Exchange - Definition 
and Consent Management
Position – Support – HGO - Bill Hearing TBD 

HB 1022/SB 748 - Health Information Exchange Infrastructure for 
Public Health 
Position – Support – HGO - Bill Hearings 3/2 and 3/3 

Options: 
1. No Position
2. Letter of Information
3. Letter of Concern
4. Support (with or 

without amendment)
5. Oppose



New Bills 

SB 796 Maryland Office of Minority Health and Health 
Disparities and Maryland Health Care Commission – Reporting 
Requirements 
Position – TBD – Finance – Bill Hearing 3/3 

HB 936 Hospitals and Freestanding Medical Facilities - Closing 
or Partial Closing - Public Notice
Position – TBD – Finance – Bill Hearing 3/9 

SB 837 Health - Advance Care Planning and Advance Directives
Position – TBD – Finance – Bill Hearing 3/11 



Questions?
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