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 Despite advanced healthcare infrastructure, the US reports worse maternal and 
child health outcomes compared to other industrialized countries

 Maternal mortality rates are 2-3x higher than other high-income countries

 Infant mortality rates are ~2x higher than other high-income countries

 Key contributing factors include:

 Chronic health conditions

 Unequal access to healthcare

 Persistent racial and socioeconomic disparities

Maternal and Child Health Outcomes 
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Source: Commonwealth Fund Maternal and Child Mortality: How do US States Compare Internationally – October 25 Issue Brief 

https://www.commonwealthfund.org/publications/issue-briefs/2025/oct/maternal-child-mortality-how-do-us-states-compare-internationally
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Source: Commonwealth Fund Insights into the U.S. Maternal Mortality Crisis: An International Comparison – June 2024 Issue Brief
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https://www.commonwealthfund.org/publications/issue-briefs/2024/jun/insights-us-maternal-mortality-crisis-international-comparison
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 Significant racial disparities exist in maternal and child outcomes

 Nationally: Black, non-Hispanic women had a maternal mortality ratio 2.6x higher  
than White, non-Hispanic women

 Maryland: Black, non-Hispanic women had a maternal mortality ratio 2.3x higher  
than White, non-Hispanic women 

 Maryland Statewide Integrated Health Improvement Strategy (SIHIS)

 Maternal and Child Health is a priority for the State

Maternal and Child Health Disparities 
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Source: MDH Maternal and Child Health Population Health Improvement Fund Program Year Three – FY2024 Annual Report 

https://hscrc.maryland.gov/Documents/Modernization/Statewide%20Integrated%20Health%20Improvement%20Strategy/MCH%20PHIF%20-%20PY3%20Annual%20Report%20FINAL%20%282%29.pdf
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Maternal Health Quality Measures - Hospital
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MHCC Resource Guide: Maternity hospital 
services, delivery volume, and 
complication information can be found here

http://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/p6-mhcc-public.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/resources/Hospital/Maternity%20Services%20Guide%20updated.pdf
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Maternal Quality Measures – Health Plans
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Maryland Maternal Health Act of 2024 

 The Health Secretary, in collaboration with the MHCC, must develop an annual report card for birthing 
facilities in Maryland

 The report must include the following data:

 Number of vaginal deliveries

 Number of cesarean deliveries

 Rate of complications (e.g., maternal hemorrhage, laceration, infection) by delivery type

 Patient Input/Experience

 Must be stratified by race/ethnicity and age

Maternal Health Score Card
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https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2024RS/bills/hb/hb1051T.pdf
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 MHCC Provided:
 Bed Counts (total and OB)

 AHRQ PSI and IQI measures 
 Delivery Rates

 Obstetric Trauma Rates

 Birth Trauma Rates

 Vaginal Birth after Cesarean (VBAC) Rates

 Stratified by age and race

 Maternity-specific Patient Satisfaction data
 Unique to MHCC

 Stratified by age and race

 Phase 1 published July 1, Phase 2 published October 1
 https://health.maryland.gov/dataoffice/mdh-dashboards/Pages/MHHReportCard.aspx

Maternal Health Score Card
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https://health.maryland.gov/dataoffice/mdh-dashboards/Pages/MHHReportCard.aspx
https://health.maryland.gov/dataoffice/mdh-dashboards/Pages/MHHReportCard.aspx
https://health.maryland.gov/dataoffice/mdh-dashboards/Pages/MHHReportCard.aspx
https://health.maryland.gov/dataoffice/mdh-dashboards/Pages/MHHReportCard.aspx
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Ongoing Initiatives

 MHCC Collaborative with HSCRC and MHA on Hospital Patient Satisfaction 

 Mid-Atlantic Patient Safety Center’s focus on maternal health

 B.I.R.T.H. Equity Maryland

 Count the Kicks

 Other MDH initiatives

 Partnership with MDMOM

 Babies Born Healthy

 Digitization of Prenatal and Postpartum forms

 Outreach campaigns and social media amplification are ongoing to socialize the dashboard and other 
efforts
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https://www.midatlanticpatientsafety.org/birth-equity
https://www.midatlanticpatientsafety.org/birth-equity
http://midatlanticpatientsafety.org/count-the-kicks
http://midatlanticpatientsafety.org/count-the-kicks
https://mdmom.org/
https://mdmom.org/
https://health.maryland.gov/phpa/mch/Pages/BBH.aspx
https://health.maryland.gov/phpa/mch/Pages/BBH.aspx
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2024RS/bills/hb/hb1051T.pdf
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2024RS/bills/hb/hb1051T.pdf
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Questions?
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Backup Slides
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