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UM Upper Chesapeake Health System 
Conversion of UM Harford Memorial Hospital  

to a Freestanding Medical Facility 

UM Upper Chesapeake Health Systems’ Responses to Additional Information Questions 
of January 4, 2019 

1. A freestanding medical facility created through conversion from a general hospital 
shall only retain patients overnight for observation stays. 

Applicants’ Response 

The proposed freestanding medical facility created through the conversion of UM 
Harford Memorial Hospital, (“UC FMF”), will not have the capability to admit or retain patients for 
overnight hospitalization and will only retain patients for overnight observation stays.  See also
page 40 of the November 21, 2018 Modified Request for Exemption from CON Review to 
Convert UM Harford Memorial Hospital to a Freestanding Medical Facility (the “Modified 
Request”), explaining that “[s]tarting in fiscal year 2022, patients that were previously admitted 
at HMH will be treated at UC FMF as outpatients and then transferred to other hospitals for 
inpatient admissions.”   

2. Each notice, documentation, or other information regarding a proposed 
conversion of a general hospital to a freestanding medical facility that is required 
by Section C of 10.24.19 28 this regulation or by COMAR 30.08.15.03 shall be 
provided simultaneously to the Commission and to the Maryland Institute for 
Emergency Medical Services Systems. 

Applicants’ Response 

The Applicants have and will continue to provide simultaneously to the Commission and 
the Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (“MIEMSS”) all notices, 
documentation, or other information regarding the proposed conversion that are required by 
Section C of COMAR 10.24.19 or by COMAR 30.08.15.03.  See Exhibit 6 (August 4, 2017 
Letter Providing Notice of Intent to Convert to a Freestanding Medical Facility and Enclosing 
Request for Exemption from CON Review); Exhibit 7 (September 18, 2017 Cover Letter 
Responding to the Commission’s Additional Information Requests); Exhibit 8 (September 22, 
2017 Cover Letter Transmitting Response to MIEMSS’ Additional Information Requests); Exhibit 
9 (November 21, 2018 Cover Letter Transmitting Modified Request for Exemption from CON 
Review).   

3. A notice of intent to seek an exemption from Certificate of Need review to convert 
a general hospital to an FMF shall: 

(a) Be filed in the form and manner specified by the Commission, which may 
require a pre-filing meeting with Commission staff to discuss the proposed 
project, publication requirements, and plans for a public informational 
hearing.
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Applicants’ Response 

The Applicants met with the Commission staff prior to filing its Notice of Intent to Seek 
Exemption from CON Review for the Conversion of UM Harford Memorial Hospital to a 
Freestanding Medical Facility (“Exemption Request”) to discuss the proposed project, and filed 
the August 4, 2017 request (“Initial Request”) and Modified Exemption Requests in the form and 
manner specified by the Commission staff.   

(b) Be filed with the converting hospital and its parent hospital as joint 
applicants.

Applicants’ Response 

The Initial and Modified Requests were filed by UM Harford Memorial Hospital, the 
converting hospital, and UM Upper Chesapeake Medical Center, which will be the parent 
hospital of UC FMF, and as joint applicants.  See page 1 of the Modified Request.   

(c) Only be accepted by the Commission for filing after: 

(i) The converting hospital publishes on its website and otherwise 
makes available to the general public and community stakeholders, 
at least 14 days before holding a public informational hearing, the 
hospital’s proposed transition plan that addresses, at a minimum, 
job retraining and placement for employees displaced by the 
hospital conversion, plans for transitioning acute care services 
previously provided on the hospital campus to residents of the 
hospital service area, and plans for the hospital’s physical plant and 
site.

 (ii) The converting hospital, in consultation with the Commission, and 
after providing at least 14 days’ notice on the homepage of its 
website and in a newspaper of daily circulation in the jurisdiction 
where the hospital is located, holds a public informational hearing 
that addresses the reasons for the conversion, plans for 
transitioning acute care services previously provided by the hospital 
to residents of the hospital service area, plans for addressing the 
health care needs of residents of the hospital service area, plans of 
the hospital or the merged asset system that owns or controls the 
hospital for retraining and placement of displaced employees, plans 
for the hospital’s physical plant and site, and the proposed timeline 
for the conversion. 

(iii) Within ten working days after the public informational hearing, the 
converting hospital provides a written summary of the hearing and 
all written feedback provided by the general public and from 
community stakeholders to the Governor, Secretary of DHMH, the 
governing body of the jurisdiction in which the hospital is located, 
the local health department and local board of health for the 
jurisdiction in which the hospital is located, the Commission, and 
the Senate Finance Committee, House Health and Government 
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Operations Committee, and members of the General Assembly who 
represent the district in which the hospital is located. 

Applicants’ Response 

The Applicants filed the Initial Request for exemption CON review to convert UM Harford 
Memorial Hospital to a freestanding medical facility on August 4, 2017.  In consultation with the 
Commission staff, UM UCH held a public informational hearing on August 30, 2017, beginning 
at 6:00 p.m. at the Level Volunteer Fire Company, 3633 Level Village Road, Havre de Grace, 
Maryland.  The Commission’s Executive Director and Director for Center for Health Care 
Facilities Planning and Development attended the hearing.   

Before holding the public informational hearing, UM UCH exceeded its regulatory 
obligations to ensure that the hearing was well attended.  UM UCH published notice of the 
hearing date and location on its website’s homepage and in the Maryland Daily Record print and 
electronic versions for no fewer than seventeen days. An example of UM UCH’s print notices 
published in the Maryland Daily Record is attached as Exhibit 10.  UM UCH also purchased 
quarter page advertisements in the Harford County Aegis and Cecil County Whig announcing 
the date and location of the public hearing.  Examples of the advertisements published in the 
Harford County Aegis and Cecil County Whig are attached as Exhibit 11.  Notice of the hearing 
was also posted on the webpage for the City of Havre de Grace and at the Level Volunteer Fire 
Company venue.  UM UCH also published its transition plan on its website beginning on August 
11, 2017, which addressed job retraining and placement of employees displaced by the 
conversion, plans for transitioning acute care services previously provided at UM Harford 
Memorial Hospital to residents of the service area, and plans for the hospital’s physical plant 
and site.   A written summary of the public informational hearing was distributed on September 
14, 2017, and was provided to several members of the Commission staff on that date.  A cover 
letter transmitting a summary of the initial public informational hearing is attached as Exhibit 12.  
The Applicants understand that Commission maintains on file a complete copy of summary of 
the public informational hearing in the Commission’s file, 17-12-EX004, item #7.   

On November 21, 2018, UM UCH filed the Modified Request, which changed the 
location of the proposed freestanding medical facility from Bulle Rock to Aberdeen, Maryland.    
In consultation with the Commission staff, UM UCH elected to hold a second public 
informational hearing to address the transition of UM Harford Memorial Hospital to a 
freestanding medical facility.  The second public informational hearing was held on December 
13, 2018, at the Aberdeen Fire Hall beginning at 6:00 p.m.  The Commission’s Director for 
Center for Health Care Facilities Planning and Development attended the second public 
informational hearing.   

Before holding the second public informational hearing, UM UCH published notice of the 
hearing date and location on its website’s homepage and in the Maryland Daily Record print and 
electronic versions for no fewer than seventeen days. An example of UM UCH’s print notices 
from in the Maryland Daily Record is attached as Exhibit 13.  UM UCH also purchased 
advertisements in the Harford County Aegis and Cecil County Whig announcing the date and 
location of the second public hearing.  An example of the advertisements published in the 
Harford County Aegis and Cecil County Whig is attached as Exhibit 14.  UM UCH also 
published its transition plan on its website no fewer than fourteen days before the public 
informational hearing, which addressed job retraining and placement of employees displaced by 
the conversion, plans for transitioning acute care services previously provided at UM Harford 
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Memorial Hospital to residents of the service area, and plans for the hospital’s physical plant 
and site.  A written summary of the second public informational hearing was distributed on 
December 27, 2018, and was provided to several members of the Commission staff on that 
date.  A cover letter transmitting a summary of the December 27, 2018 public informational 
hearing is attached as Exhibit 15.  The Applicants understand that Commission maintains on file 
a complete copy of summary of second public informational hearing in the Commission’s file, 
17-12-EX004, item #17.   

(iv) The State Emergency Medical Services Board has determined that 
the proposed conversion of the general hospital to an FMF will 
maintain adequate and appropriate delivery of emergency care 
within the statewide emergency medical services system. 

Applicants’ Response 

On October 10, 2017, the State Emergency Medical Services Board (the “EMS Board”) 
reviewed and discussed the factors enumerated at COMAR 30.08.15.03 to determine whether 
the conversion of UM Harford Memorial Hospital to a freestanding medical facility would 
continue to maintain adequate and appropriate delivery of emergency care within the statewide 
emergency medical services system.  On October 12, 2017, MIEMSS issued a cover letter, 
attached as Exhibit 16, explaining that the EMS Board unanimously voted that the conversion of 
UM Harford Memorial Hospital to a freestanding medical facility would continue to maintain 
adequate and appropriate delivery of emergency care within the statewide emergency medical 
services system.  Also included with Exhibit 16 is a MIEMSS Report and Recommendation to 
the EMS Board.   

On August 14, 2018, the EMS Board considered whether the relocation of the 
freestanding medical facility to be created through the conversion of UM Harford Memorial 
Hospital to another site within five miles would have an impact on its October 10, 2017 
determination.  The EMS Board determined that relocation of the freestanding medical facility to 
another site within five miles would not impact the factors that the EMS Board is required to 
consider under COMAR 30.08.15.03, and therefore, the Board would not need to revisit its 
October 10, 2017 decision that the conversion of  UM Harford Memorial Hospital to a 
freestanding medical facility would continue to maintain adequate and appropriate delivery of 
emergency care within the statewide emergency medical services system.  Attached as Exhibit 
17 is a February 7, 2019 letter from Patricia Gainer, JD, MPA to Ben Steffen, explaining the 
EMS Board’s August 14, 2018 decision.   

 (v) The applicants receive a determination from HSCRC, issued 
pursuant to COMAR 10.37.10.07-2D, regarding each outpatient 
service to be provided at the proposed FMF for which the applicants 
seek rate regulation. 

Applicants’ Response 

The Applicants are engaged in ongoing discussions with the HSCRC to discuss each 
rate-regulated service to be provided at UC FMF and hope to have a determination and 
approved rates from HSCRC in the near term.  Notably, the HSCRC is required by regulation to 
issue rates for each of the outpatient services to be provided at UC FMF pursuant to COMAR 
10.37.10.07-2. 
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(vi) The applicants receive approved rates from HSCRC for each rate-
regulated outpatient service at the proposed FMF. 

Applicants’ Response 

 The Applicants are engaged in ongoing discussions with the HSCRC to discuss each 
rate-regulated service to be provided at UC FMF and hope to have a determination and 
approved rates from HSCRC in the near term.  Notably, the HSCRC is required by regulation to 
issue rates for each of the outpatient services to be provided at UC FMF pursuant to COMAR 
10.37.10.07-2. 

(vii) The applicants provide any additional information determined by 
Commission staff as necessary for the notice of intent to seek an 
exemption to convert to an FMF to be complete. 

Applicants’ Response 

The Applicants have and will continue to provide all information requested by the 
Commission staff. 

4. A hospital with a level of charity care, defined as the percentage of total operating 
expenses that falls within the bottom quartile of all hospitals, as reported in the 
most recent Health Service Cost Review Commission Community Benefit Report, 
shall demonstrate that its level of charity care is appropriate to the needs of its 
service area population. 

Applicants’ Response 

As shown in Table 31 below, neither UM Harford Memorial Hospital nor UM Upper 
Chesapeake Medical Center are in the bottom quartile in terms of the percentage of charity care 
to total operating expenses for acute general hospitals in the State of Maryland. This standard is 
inapplicable. 

Table 31 
HSCRC Community Benefit Report, Data Excerpts 

FY2017

Hospital Name Total Hospital
Operating Expense

CB Reported
Charity Care %

Holy Cross Hospital $413,796,889 $31,396,990 7.59% 1st Quartile
Garrett County Hospital $46,818,203 $2,792,419 5.96%
St. Agnes $433,986,000 $21,573,282 4.97%
Doctors Community $193,854,072 $6,756,740 3.49%
Adventist Washington Adventist* $219,120,045 $7,442,497 3.40%
Western Maryland Health System $322,835,314 $10,385,555 3.22%
UM Prince Georges Hospital Center $286,955,092 $9,166,191 3.19%
Mercy Medical Center $464,031,500 $14,411,600 3.11%
Holy Cross Germantown $97,124,985 $2,819,650 2.90%
Johns Hopkins Bayview Medical Center $613,834,000 $16,951,000 2.76%
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UM Laurel Regional Hospital $93,884,647 $2,521,365 2.69%
UMMidtown $204,226,000 $5,174,000 2.53%
Frederick Memorial $350,118,000 $8,081,000 2.31% 2nd Quartile
UM Harford Memorial $84,926,000 $1,927,000 2.27%
Atlantic General $117,342,233 $2,569,517 2.19%
Ft. Washington $42,883,433 $928,769 2.17%
UM Baltimore Washington $334,210,000 $6,703,000 2.01%
Calvert Hospital $135,047,535 $2,694,783 2.00%
Peninsula Regional $432,141,737 $8,301,400 1.92%
McCready $16,564,839 $307,205 1.85%
UM St. Joseph $341,335,000 $6,105,000 1.79%
UM SMC at Dorchester $42,909,000 $647,362 1.51%
MedStar Harbor Hospital $187,002,302 $2,816,043 1.51%
Meritus Medical Center $309,163,913 $4,596,841 1.49% 3rd Quartile
UM SMC at Easton $190,646,000 $2,786,102 1.46%
MedStar St. Mary’s Hospital $168,757,516 $2,458,649 1.46%
MedStar Good Samaritan $282,735,786 $4,078,427 1.44%
UMMC $1,470,095,000 $20,308,000 1.38%
Howard County Hospital $260,413,000 $3,368,222 1.29%
UM Charles Regional Medical Center $117,918,178 $1,474,409 1.25%
MedStar Southern Maryland $243,629,886 $3,014,042 1.24%
Lifebridge Northwest Hospital $240,547,439 $2,734,207 1.14%
Shady Grove* $323,661,835 $3,646,551 1.13%
Suburban Hospital $283,346,000 $3,168,000 1.12%
UM Upper Chesapeake $284,219,000 $3,014,000 1.06%
MedStar Franklin Square $508,539,888 $5,147,814 1.01% 4th Quartile
MedStar Union Memorial $443,482,532 $4,426,976 1.00%
Johns Hopkins Hospital $2,307,202,000 $21,697,000 0.94%
Union Hospital of Cecil County $157,260,383 $1,411,673 0.90%
LifeBridge Sinai $727,868,000 $6,526,756 0.90%
MedStar Montgomery General $160,725,287 $1,322,823 0.82%
UM SMC at Chestertown $46,048,000 $373,000 0.81%
Anne Arundel Medical Center $561,392,000 $4,450,854 0.79%
Bon Secours $113,068,120 $675,245 0.60%
GBMC $419,396,862 $2,085,315 0.50%
Carroll Hospital Center $197,802,000 $790,716 0.40%
All Hospitals $15,292,865,451 $276,027,989 1.80%
Excluded:
Levindale $73,760,005 $1,341,932 1.82%
UM Rehabilitation and Ortho Institute $107,006,000 $2,271,000 2.12%
Adventist Rehab of Maryland* $43,589,181 $502,712 1.15%
Sheppard Pratt $221,570,405 $5,473,873 2.47%
Adventist Behavioral Health Rockville* $40,204,927 $1,451,432 3.61%
Mt. Washington Pediatrics $55,412,291 $382,465 0.69%
* The Adventist Hospital System has requested and received permission to report their Community Benefit activities
on a CY Basis. This allows them to more accurately reflect their true activities during the Community Benefit Cycle.
The numbers listed in the FY 2017 Amount in Rates for Charity Care, DME, and NSPI Column as well as the Medicaid
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Deficit Assessments from the Inventory spreadsheets reflect the Commission’s activities for FY17 and therefore will
be different from the numbers reported by the Adventist Hospitals.

Source: http://www.hscrc.state.md.us/Documents/HSCRC_Initiatives/CommunityBenefits/CBR-
FY17/FiscalYear17HCBFinancialReport20180501.xlsx

Accessed January 30, 2019. 
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Bel Air
443-643-4500

Chestertown
410-778-1150

Elkton
410-620-3600

Havre de Grace
410-939-6477

Four Convenient Locations:

VisionExperts.com

Expires August 31, 2017

BACK
TO SCHOOL

SPECIAL

25%
OFF
A COMPLETE PAIR
OF GLASSES

A Child Shouldn’t
Have to Fail to See.

Undiagnosed vision problems
can hold your child back.

SCHEDULE AN
EYE EXAM TODAY.

BUSINESS

Happening this week 
around the county ...

Bee’s Nest Prims is be-
coming a popular stop for 
folks shopping for their 
own decor or for a gift for 
someone else.

Located at 463 W. Old 
Philadelphia Road near 
North East, Jeannie Slay-
man said her shop was the 
next step in her business 
dream.

“I started a year ago doing 
craft shows,” she said. “I 
sell everything from small 
little blocks to shower cur-
tains.”

She describes her mer-
chandise as everything 
from country decor to man 
cave items. She looks for 
items that are unique, but 
also affordable.

“Twenty years ago, I sold 
Home Interiors,” she said, 
referring to the home party 
company that was sold and 
merged with another com-
pany in 2008.

Slayman is all about deco-
rating.

“I love doing this. I’ve al-
ways liked putting things 
together,” she said as she 
arranged a custom piece 
featuring dried flora and 
primitive Americana ele-
ments. “I wanted to open 
a business to help people 
and do what I like, which is 
decorate.”

Whether you are start-
ing fresh or need a do-
over, Bee’s Nest Prims has 
popular themes including 
red-white-and-blue and 
star decor, beach, cowboy, 
first responder and more. 
There’s even a corner for 
pet parents.

“I have Tail Banger dog 
treats,” she said, adding 
that to the decor for people 
with fur babies.

After moving into her 

home two years ago and 
completing restoration, 
Slayman converted what 
had been a garage on the 
property into her store. Her 
goal is to have it be suc-
cessful enough that she can 
spend more time with her 
grandchildren.

Bee’s Nest Prims is open 
from 5:30 to 8 p.m. Thurs-
days and Fridays, 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Saturdays and 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Sundays. Find 
them on Facebook for more 
information or to see some 
of the wares. Slayman also 
offers fundraising packages 
and donates a portion of 
each month’s proceeds to a 
designated charity.

•••
You may have watched as 

it was being built, but now 
there’s a ribbon cutting 
planned for the new Elk-
ton Ford Quick Lane Tire 
and Auto Center in Elkton. 
Everyone is welcome to 
attend the event Thursday 
from 4:30 to 6 p.m. at the 
shop, located at 601 E. Pu-
laski Highway. The ribbon 
will officially be cut at 5 p.m.

•••
Aberdeen Proving 

Ground Federal Credit 
Union has named Chris-
topher Mitchell, of Forest 
Hill, assistant vice presi-
dent of branch operations. 
Mitchell was promoted 
from branch manager at the 
Edgewood office. A 2015 
graduate of the Harford 
County Leadership Acad-
emy, Mitchell also earned 
his M.B.A. at Wilmington 
University.

•••
Congratulations to Mount 

Harmon Plantation in Ear-
leville for the huge turnout 
at its annual Lotus Blossom 
Art and Nature Festival. 
With acres of blooming 
flowers as well as numer-
ous displays, demonstra-
tions and performances 
plus great weather, more 
than 700 people visited the 
historic setting Aug. 5. 

•••
Kid City, a new child 

care center and preschool 
in Rising Sun, is holding 
an open house from 5 to 9 
p.m. next Wednesday, Aug. 
23, to welcome parents. 
A ministry of Way Of Life 
Community Church, Kid 
City is offering before and 

after school day care and 
a pre school at the church 
located at 51 Colonial Way.

Sherilyn Grissom, 
director, said Kid City is 
licensed for 30 slots in its 
day care and 24 students 
each in classes for 3- and 
4-year-olds. The facility will 
open the same day as Cecil 
County Public Schools on 
Tuesday, Sept. 5.

”We are taking registra-
tions now,” said Grissom, 
who has 10 years of experi-
ence teaching pre-school. 
“And I was director at a 
small private school for two 
years.”

Grissom said Way Of Life, 
which has four locations, 
decided Rising Sun was the 
best for Kid City.

”We asked ourselves, 
‘Which area would be effec-
tive? Where was the great-
est need?’” Grissom said 
of the discussion amongst 
church leadership.

Serving the Rising Sun 
elementary and middle 
school population, the 
cost is $90 per week, or 
$50 if only before or after 
care is needed. Preschool 
for 3-year-olds is Tuesday 

and Thursday from 9 a.m. 
until noon. Tuition is $120 
per month. For the 4-year-
olds, class is held Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday 
also from 9 a.m. until noon. 
Tuition for that program is 
$190 per month.

For more information 
contact Grissom at 443-371-
3244 or go to kidcity.co.

•••
With the pending retire-

ment of Susan Bailey, the 
Cecil County Department 
of Social Services is in 

search of a new director. 
Paula Tolson, spokes-
woman for the Maryland 
Department of Human Re-
sources, said applications 
are being accepted through 
the end of August. Bailey’s 
retirement is effective Aug. 
31.

Business Beat is a weekly 
column on business hap-
penings in Cecil County. If 
interested in having your 
business featured in this col-
umn, contact Jane Bellmyer 
at jbellmyer@cecilwhig.com 

Decor store opens near North East

CECIL WHIG PHOTO BY JANE BELLMYER

Jeannie Slayman took her love of decorating and turned it into a business called Bee’s Nest 
Prims, located at 463 W. Old Philadelphia Road near North East.

CECIL WHIG PHOTO BY JANE BELLMYER

Look for the sign and the flags along Route 7 in between North 
East and Charlestown to get to Bee’s Nest Prims.

CECIL WHIG PHOTO BY JANE BELLMYER

Jude Grissom, 6, checks out the collection of toys awaiting 
children enrolled in Kid City, a child care center and pre-school 
operated by Way Of Life Community Church on Colonial Way 
in Rising Sun.

By JESSICA IANNETTA

jiannetta@cecilwhig.com

ELKTON — Cohen’s Furniture 
has set up shop in the former 
Jodlbauer’s store on Route 40, 
marking the Delaware-based 
company’s fourth location in 
the region.

The store, located at 901 
E. Pulaski Highway, officially 
opened last month with a 
grand opening celebration 
planned for September, said 
Michael Hussein, the com-
pany’s buying and market-
ing director. The store offers 
what Hussein refers to as 
“medium-priced” traditional, 
transitional furniture as well 
as a full line of bedding and 
mattresses, custom design 
options, a variety of financing 
options and speedy delivery.

The 75-year-old company, 
which also has two locations 
in New Castle, Del., and one 
in Wilmington, Del., already 
had many Elkton-area cus-
tomers frequent its other 
stores, so opening a location 
in the county will allow Co-
hen’s to better serve those 
customers as well as bring in 
new ones, he added.

“This building became 
available and we knew we 

had something to offer our 
customers as far as great ser-
vice and good pricing,” Hus-
sein said.

Prior to Cohen’s moving in, 
the building at the corner of 
Melbourne Boulevard and 
Route 40 had been unoccu-
pied since Jodlbauer’s quietly 
closed its flagship storefront 
in June 2015 after 69 years in 
business. In deciding to close, 
Jodlbauer’s cited changing 
customer buying habits, in-
creases in the state sales tax, 
increases in tolls into Cecil 
County and the near standstill 

of new home construction 
— which would likely neces-
sitate the buying of new fur-
niture, among other reasons.

Hussein acknowledged 
these economic realities, but 
said what sets Cohen’s apart 
is the store’s friendly cus-
tomer service and reasonable 
prices. With many people 
still recovering from the eco-
nomic downturn, Hussein 
said Cohen’s makes sure its 
prices are the lowest around. 
If a customer finds the same 
piece at another store for 
lower, Cohen’s will refund the 
customer the difference plus 
10 percent, he added.

“We promise our customers 
that we will beat anyone,” he 
said.

Since moving into the build-
ing, Hussein said Cohen’s has 
made a lot of improvements, 
including repainting, replac-
ing the carpet and putting on 
a new roof. As the company 
gets to know the area, Hus-
sein said they hope to get 
involved with the community 
and give back by partnering 
with local nonprofits.

The store is open from 
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday and from 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Sunday.

Cohen’s Furniture opens at 
former Jodlbauer’s location

CECIL WHIG PHOTO BY JESSICA IANNETTA

Cohen’s Furniture has opened 
in the former Jodlbauer’s loca-
tion on U.S. Route 40.
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February 7, 2019 
 
 
Ben Steffen 
Executive Director 
Maryland Health Care Commission 
4160 Patterson Avenue 
Baltimore, MD 21215 
. 

Dear Mr. Steffen, 

On October 10, 2017, the Emergency Medical Services Board made a determination that the 
conversion of Harford Memorial Hospital to a freestanding medical facility will maintain 
adequate and appropriate delivery of emergency care within the statewide emergency medical 
services system as required by Health-General 19-120 (o)(3)(i) 5 C.  

Subsequently, UM Harford Memorial Hospital and UM Upper Chesapeake Medical Center 
filed a modified request for exemption from CON review with the Maryland Health Care 
Commission after determining that the original site for the freestanding medical facility was 
no longer viable.  

This letter is to confirm that the EMS Board discussed the new site at its meeting of August 
14, 2018, and determined that the relocation to the new site five (5) miles from the original 
site was not a substantive change to the project and would not impact the factors that the 
Board is required to consider under COMAR 30.08.15.03. The Board, therefore, determined 
that there was no need to conduct another analysis of the project under COMAR 30.08.15.03. 

Please let me know if you need additional information. 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Patricia Gainer, JD, MPA 
Acting Executive Director 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

State of Maryland 
 

Maryland 
Institute for 

Emergency Medical 
Services Systems 

 
653 West Pratt Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 

21201-1536 
 

Larry Hogan 
Governor 

 
Donald L. DeVries, Jr., Esq. 

Chairman 
Emergency Medical 

Services Board 
 

410-706-5074 
FAX: 410-706-4768 

 
 


