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December 26, 2019
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Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Re:

Notice of Acquisition
Union Hospital

Dear Mr. Adelman:
I write in response to your letter of November 27, 2019, notifying the Maryland Health
Care Commission (MHCC), on behalf of The Union Hospital of Cecil County, Inc. (UHCC), of
the intent of Christiana Care Health Services, Inc. (CCHS), a Delaware non-profit, nonstock
corporation, to become the sole member of Affinity Health Alliance, Inc. (AHA), which is the
sole member of UHCC. CCHS is a wholly owned subsidiary of Christiana Care Health System,
Inc. (Christiana Care), a Delaware non-profit, nonstock corporation.
UHCC owns and operates Union Hospital, a 75-bed general hospital located at 106 Bow
Street in Elkton, Maryland. AHA is the parent and sole member of UHCC and also directly or
indirectly controls other subsidiary and affiliated organizations as shown on the organization
chart (Exhibit 1) which was submitted with your letter.
Christiana Care is a multi-institutional health system based in Wilmington, Delaware that
includes two hospitals, Christiana Hospital in Newark, Delaware and Wilmington Hospital in
Wilmington, Delaware, and a network of other health care providers which provide health care
services to individuals in northern Delaware and the surrounding community. Christiana Care is
the parent and sole member of CCHS.
Your letter states that the health care services of UHCC will not change as a result of the
acquisition.
The proposed transaction is anticipated to occur on December 31, 2019, and your letter
seeks a determination as to whether a Certificate of Need (CON) would be required for this
transaction. While this notice was not provided by “the person acquiring the facility” and was not
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timely (MHCC received the notice on December 3, 2019), the information required in a notice of
acquisition of a health care facility, as stated in COMAR 10.24.01.03A, is included in your letter,
and I have determined that a CON is not required for this transaction. This finding is valid for
180 days following the date of this letter. Please note the following provisions of COMAR
10.24.01.03A(4)-(6):
If the acquisition is completed, both buyer and seller must sign a notice of completion of
the acquisition and file it with the Maryland Health Care Commission within 15 days of the
completion of the acquisition. A copy of the completion of acquisition should also be sent to the
Office of Health Care Quality (OHCQ) of the Maryland Department of Health. Failure to
document completion of this sale by the end of the 180-day period will require a new
determination of coverage. Within 90 days of the completion of the acquisition, CCHS shall
undertake any requirements imposed by OHCQ with respect to amendment of licensure or
certification of UHCC necessitated by the change of ownership and operation of this hospital.
Should you have questions, please contact Kevin McDonald, Chief, CON Division, at
410-764-5982 or Suellen Wideman, Assistant Attorney General, at 410-764-3326.
Sincerely,

Ben Steffen,
Executive Director

cc:

Janice E. Nevin, M.D., M.P.H., President and Chief Executive Officer, Christiana Care
and CCHS
Richard Szumel, M.D., President/Chief Executive Officer, AHA and UHCC
Renee Webster, Assistant Deputy Director, Office of Health Care Quality, MDH
Paul Parker, Director, Health Care Facilities Planning & Development, MHCC
Suellen Wideman, Assistant Attorney General
Lauren Levy, J.D., M.P.H., Health Officer, Cecil County
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