Nicuonaus R Kivge

The CMaryland House of Delegates

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401

January 15, 2014

Mr. Ben Steffen

Executive Director

Maryland Health Care Commission
4160 Patterson Ave

Baltimore, Maryland 21215

RE: Proposed Regulations — Assuring The Quality of Cardiac Surgery and PCI Services

rear Mr. Steffen:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on the proposed regulations related to
gardiac services. |,

There is one issue that caught my attention when reviewing testimony at the hearing
today. The American College of Cardiclogy — Maryland Chapter expressed concern
related to the frequency of external peer review. I strongly support their assertion that
external peer review take place more frequently than on an annual basis. Please consider
ensuring that their recommendation for at least quarterly eternal peer review be included
in the final regulations.

Thank you for considering my request.
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