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Letters of Support Received

Last Name First Name Position/Title Organization

Business & Industry
Aiello Joseph B. President J.B.A. Automotive
Brunnett John President Gant Brunnett, Architects, Inc.
Greene Linda Executive Director The BWI Business Partnership, Inc.
Hannon Robert L. President/CEO Anne Arundel Economic Development Corporation
Murray Kirkland J. President/CEO Anne Arundel Workforce Development Corporation, Inc.
Schmidt Frances CEO Northern Anne Arundel County Chamber of Commerce
Voith Garry H. VP, Corp. Marketing & 

Communications
The Baltimore Life Companies

Community Service
Medley Sherry D. Executive Director Hands of Hope, Inc.
Menendez Sheryl Executive Director Restoration Community Development Corporation
Moeller Barbara President Glen Burnie Improvement Association
Morris Newth Organization Executive Severna Park Community Center

Education
Bixler Cari Asst. Dir., TEACH Institute & Parenting 

Ctr.
Anne Arundel Community College

Government‐‐County

Anderson Mark A. Commissioner Commissioners of Queen Anne's County
Anthony Rick Director Anne Arundel County Dept. of Recreation and Parks
Brown Pamela M. Executive Director Anne Arundel County Partnership for Children, Youth and 

Families
Buckey Robert Charles Commissioner Commissioners of Queen Anne's County
Chan Jinlene Health Officer Anne Arundel County Dept. of Health
Ciotola, Jr., M.D. Joseph Health Officer Queen Anne's County Dept. of Health
Comfort Paul W. Commissioner Commissioners of Queen Anne's County
Duval‐Harvey, Ph.D. Jacquelyn Interim Commissioner of Health City of Baltimore
Glassman Barry County Executive Harford County
Jordan Pamela A. Dir., Dept. of Aging & Disabilities Anne Arundel County Dept. of Aging & Disabilities
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Kittleman Allan H. County Executive Howard County
Moran James J. President Commissioners of Queen Anne's County
Peters Yevola S. Special Asst. for Minority Affairs & 

Human Relations
Anne Arundel County Community & Constituent Services, Off. 
Of the County Executive

Rossman, M.D. Maura J. Health Officer Howard Count Health Department
Schuh Steven R. County Executive Anne Arundel County
Wilson Stephen Commissioner Commissioners of Queen Anne's County

Government‐‐State
Beidle Pamela G. Delegate Maryland House of Delegates
Carey Ned Delegate Maryland House of Delegates
Chang Mark S. Delegate Maryland House of Delegates
Kipke Nicholaus R. Delegate Maryland General Assembly
Reilly Edward R. Senator Maryland State Senate
Simonaire Bryan W. Senator Maryland General Assembly
Simonaire Meagan Delegate Maryland General Assembly
Sophocleus Theodore J Delegate Maryland House of Delegates
Vitale Cathleen M. Delegate Maryland House of Delegates

Health 
(UMMS Affiliates)
Benjamin, M.D. Marshall E. Chair, Dept. of Surgical Services UM Baltimore Washington Medical Center
Cespedes, M.D. R. Duane UMMS Shore Regional Health
Chrencik Robert A. President/CEO University of Maryland Medical System
Condit, D.O. John D. Chesapeake Cardiology at Shore Health
Cunanan‐Bush Marianne Medical Director UM Baltimore Washington Medical Center
Donohue, MS, CRNP Dawn Shore Convenient Care of Denton
Foley, M.D. John P. UMMS Shore Regional Health
Fritz, M.D. Richard H. UM Shore Regional Medical Center at Easton
Gammie James S. Chief, Cardiac Surgery University of Maryland School of Medicine
Griffith, M.D. Bartley P. Professor UM School of Medicine, Dept. of Surgery
Hanna, M.D. S. Robert Chesapeake Cardiology at Shore Health
Helmly, M.D. Bruce R. Chesapeake Cardiology at Shore Health
Knud‐Hansen, M.D. John UMMS Shore Regional Health
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Kurtom Khalid H. Clinical Assistant Professor University of Maryland Shore Regional Health
Langfitt, M.D. Mark Shore Pediatrics
Linder Larry Senior VP/CMO UM Baltimore Washington Medical Center
Lubeski Thomas Med. Dir., Wound Care Center UMMS Shore Regional Health
Momeni, M.D. Bahador UM Baltimore Washington Medical Center
Parry, D.O Christopher UMMS Shore Regional Health
Prendergast Kathleen Medical Director UM Center for Diabetes & Endocrinology
Rajagopalan Sanjay Div. Head, Cardiovascular Med. UM School of Medicine, Dept. of Medicine
Rajasingh, M.D. M. Christadoss Chesapeake Cardiology at Shore Health
Reece E. Albert VP, Medical Affairs University of Maryland School of Medicine
Remo, M.D. Benjamin F. Chesapeake Cardiology at Shore Health
Rivest Jeffrey A. President/CEO University of Maryland Medical Center
Runz, D.O. Christopher L. UMMS Shore Regional Health
Schneider, M.D. Timothy J. UMMS Shore Regional Health
Shanahan, D.O. Timothy J. Medical Director Chesapeake Cardiology at Shore Health
Vibhakar, MD Neel Chair, Dept. of Emergency Medicine UM Baltimore Washington Medical Center
Womeldorf Marc A. Director of Rehabilitation UM Baltimore Washington Medical Center

Health
(General)
Aiello, M.D. David The Heart Center of Northern Anne Arundel County, P.A.
Badro, M.D. Bassim Arundel Heart Associates, P.A.
Badro, M.D. Nabil Board certified surgeon
Bassi, M.D. Ashwani K. Cardiovascular Diagnostic Center, PA
Buntz Donal P. CEO Maryland Primary Care Physicians
Doh, M.D. Sang C.
Doyle, M.D. Kevin The Heart Center of Northern Anne Arundel County, P.A.
Gao, M.D. Patricia G.
Izzi Stephan R. President Arundel Medical Group, Inc.
Larison Richard L. Chief Executive Officer Chase Brexton Health Care
Mickler Adrienne Executive Director Anne Arundel County Mental Health Agency, Inc.
Miller, M.D. Kelly The Heart Center of Northern Anne Arundel County, P.A.
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Mukherkee, M.D. Ratnakar Arundel Heart Associates, P.A.
Negi, M.D. Mohit Baltimore Washington Adult & Senior Care
Ochaney, M.D. Mahesh
Okun, M.D. Marc The Heart Center of Northern Anne Arundel County, P.A.
Penafiel, M.D. Jay The Heart Center of Northern Anne Arundel County, P.A.
Ramirez, M.D. Jorge Arundel Heart Associates, P.A.
Roy, M.D. Debajit Arundel Heart Associates, P.A.
Sharma, M.D. Susheel K. Maryland Heart Associates, LLC
Yoon, M.D. Samuel The Heart Center of Northern Anne Arundel County, P.A.
Young‐Hyman, M.D. Paul Arundel Heart Associates, P.A.
Zohlman, M.D. Andrew The Heart Center of Northern Anne Arundel County, P.A.

Individual
Buckley Arthur C. BWMC cardiovascular rehabilitation outpatient
Burrell John W. 7965 Frances Ln, Pasadena MD 21122
Calender Harry A. BWMC cardiovascular rehabilitation outpatient
DeAngioletti Mario BWMC cardiovascular rehabilitation outpatient
Evans Timothy C. BWMC cardiovascular rehabilitation outpatient
Fagg Nancy L. BWMC cardiovascular rehabilitation outpatient
Gapyn John T. BWMC cardiovascular rehabilitation outpatient
Gremple Donald L. BWMC cardiovascular rehabilitation outpatient
Grempler Lois BWMC cardiovascular rehabilitation outpatient
Holmes Ralph K. BWMC heart attack patient
Jory Doris Ann BWMC cardiovascular rehabilitation outpatient
Kushinsky Janet BWMC cardiovascular rehabilitation outpatient
Lily Joyce BWMC cardiovascular rehabilitation outpatient
Martin Wayne D. BWMC cardiovascular rehabilitation outpatient
Parker Ethel M. BWMC cardiovascular rehabilitation outpatient
Polk Carl BWMC cardiovascular rehabilitation outpatient
Sauer Jerold A. BWMC cardiovascular rehabilitation outpatient
Stricker Barbara BWMC cardiovascular rehabilitation outpatient
Thriff Margaret M. BWMC cardiovascular rehabilitation outpatient
Vohs Michael BWMC cardiovascular rehabilitation outpatient
Zuger Douglas J. BWMC cardiovascular rehabilitation outpatient
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Religious
Menendez Sheryl Senior Pastor Light of the World Family Ministries
Thomas, Sr. Larry Lee Pastor Empowering Believers Church of the Apostolic Faith
Torres Jose A. Bishop Heritage Community Church
Watson, Jr. Rev. Herbert W. Pastor St. Mark United Methodist Church
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— BUSINESS & INDUSTRY — 

  



January 13,2015 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 

JOSEPH B. AIELLO 
President 

J.B.A. Automotive 
7327 Ritchie Highway 

Glen Burnie, Maryland 21061 
(410) 766-6300 

University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
3 01 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

l write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an 
open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, 
research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient 
satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) since 2001 
and elective PCI since 2009. However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at 
UM BWMC means critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these 
referrals are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the patients and farther away from their home and support 
system. The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and 
their families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of 
UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting ofUM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer 
to home where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help 
them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care 
at UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

I have been a local businessman for forty years in northern Anne Arundel County and have watched the 
hospital expand to provide complex medical services to the surrounding area. I have supported the 
hospital with gifts of well over a million dollars and continue to do so now and will in the future and have 
encouraged others to do the same. UM BWMC needs a comprehensive cardiac surgery center so that the 
folks in the surrounding area will no longer need to go to Baltimore or D.C. to receive this life saving 
care. UM BWMC is located and has easy access by major routes from all directions. I fully hope and 
support that UM B WMC will become a cardiac surgery center. 

I understand UM BWMC's proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, including 
diagnostic testing, a Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS)-designated 
Cardiac Interventional Center with two procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, two state-of-the­
art and fully-equipped cardiac operating rooms, a critical care post-operative care unit with specially­
trained staff, care management services, a cardiac rehabilitation program and other services. If this 
program is approved, 1 am excited that patients will have access to participate in clinical trials at UM 
8 WMC. Thus, the program will allow cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical expertise and 
innovative research in a community setting. Also, I am pleased that UM BWMC's program will include a 
strong teaching component, with cardiac surgery residents and fellows participating in patient care. UM 
BWMC has had success serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM programs, such as vascular 
surgery, urology, orthopedics, and family medicine. I believe the successful research and teaching 

I~ 



collaboration can only grow stronger witb tbe establishment of a comprehensive community-based 
cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. Lastly, I am a strong supporter ofUM BWMC's outreach 
efforts, which have expanded access for underserved residents, improved public knowledge about 
prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health 
Care Commission to grant approval ofUM BWMC's Certificate ofNeed application to establish a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

~)!d'M& 
sep B. Aiello 

President 
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January 19, 2015 
 
University of Maryland - Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, Maryland  21061 
 
Attn:  Karen Olscamp, President and Chief Executive Officer 
 

Re:  University of Maryland-Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
        Certificate of Need- Cardiac Surgery Program 
 
Dear Ms. Olscamp; 
 
I am writing to you to express my fervent support for the development of an open heart cardiac surgery 
program at the University of Maryland- Baltimore Washington Medical Center.  I understand that the 
proposed cardiac surgery, research, and training program will serve patients throughout Maryland as well 
as those in our immediate community.   As a middle-aged man with a family history of heart failure, I am 
keenly aware of the benefits that this comprehensive program will provide, especially in consideration of 
the research and teaching collaboration that is planned with the University of Maryland Medical Center, 
and the University of Maryland, School of Medicine. 
 
The consequences resulting from the lack of quality cardiac surgery within our community became 
immediately apparent to me recently when one of my younger employees suffered a heart related event 
that sent him to the emergency room.  He lives within a few minutes of UM-BWMC, however he had to 
be transported into Baltimore for the services needed.  His wife and 4-children spent considerable time 
during this stressful period,  negotiating the logistics of having him in a facility that required an hour of 
travel time so that they could comfort him while he underwent a bank of diagnostic testing. 
 
In today’s healthcare environment, the most important aspect of the delivery of services is building 
patient trust.   As a long time resident of the northern Anne Arundel County community, I have witnessed 
the transformation of the prior ‘North Arundel Hospital’ into a high quality healthcare provider with an 
outstanding reputation.  This was achieved through strong leadership, and the creation of partnerships like 
those being proposed between UM-BWMC, UM-SOM and UMMC as part of the CON application.  In 
order to sustain and broaden the current level of trust held by the community, UM-BWMC needs to 
continue to implement the best technology and resources available to cardiac patients.   
 
In addition to the patient services that this new program will bring to the community, I am encouraged to 
know that the Cardiac Surgery Program will incorporate research and teaching components.  I see this as 
an opportunity for our community to benefit from the possibility that these future healthcare professionals 
will find homes in our neighborhoods, and become permanent residents. 
 
At the core of the long term strategy for the success of the hospital is the need to provide high quality 
services that patients can trust.  It is essential that UM-BWMC continue to build upon the successful 
programs they have cultivated over time, and the proposed Cardiac Surgery Program is a critical next step 
in that mission.   
 



I strongly support the development of a comprehensive, community based Cardiac Surgery Program at 
the University of Maryland- Baltimore Washington Medical Center, and I urge the Maryland Health Care 
Commission to approve the Certificate of Need application. 
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me if I can be of further assistance in support of the Program. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John Brunnett, President 
Gant Brunnett, Architects, Inc. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



The BWI BUSINESS PARTNERSHIP Inc. 

January 5, 2015 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 

An Economk & Transporrarion Management 1\ssociaLion 

-----
Gene Condon 

\ ' 1-:e Pre,tJenr/C.cncr.11 \hln,\g.n, Antnlil-1 .\ldl~., :\ '-,1mon Company 
( ha1rman 

Linda Greene 
I ~e..:ur1vc l),r~..:ror 

University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate of Need application to develop an open 
heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School ofMedicine (UM 
SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). I agree that the proposed cardiac 
surgery, research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and 
patient satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

As other aspects of advanced medical care have been brought into the UMBWMC setting, patients have 
benefitted from access to the highest quality of care, in a teaching environment, yet close to the 
community support that they depend on. We believe this will be the case with the addition of open heart 
surgery in conjunction with the University of Maryland programs. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided and added to its coronary services over the years, however, the 
current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC means criticaUy ill patients need 
to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. This translates to patients being sent to doctors and facilities 
Jess familiar with their history, and further away from home and support systems which can be critical to 
successful outcomes and recovery. The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC would be extremely 
beneficial to patients and their families as they will receive care combining the clinical expertise and 
quality ofUMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting ofUM BWMC. We believe that the 
availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at UM BWMC will also increase patient 
satisfaction. 

I understand the program will be accomplished with new services and facilities, including a Maryland 
institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS)-designated Cardiac lnterventional Center 
with two procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, two state-of-the-art and fully-equipped cardiac 
operating rooms, a critical care post-operative care unit with specially-trained staff, care management 
services, a cardiac rehabilitation program and other services. 

If this program is approved, I am also very pleased that patients will additionally have access to 
participate in clinical trials at UM BWMC, and benefit as well from a strong teaching component, with 
cardiac surgery residents and fellows participating in patient care. UM BWMC bas had success serving 
as a clinjcal rotation site for other UM SOM programs, such as vascular surgery, urology, orthopedics, 
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and family medicine. 1 believe the successful research and teaching collaboration can only grow stronger 
with the establishment of a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. 

Lastly, I am both keenly aware of, and supportive ofUM BWMC's outreach efforts throughout the 
community it serves. Their broad program has expanded access to medical care for underserved 
residents, increased public awareness about prevention and wellness, and provided opportunities for early 
detection. Both personally and professionally, I have experienced and been made aware of the positive 
impact this outreach has bad on the community and individuals. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. l encourage the Maryland Health 
Care Commission to grant approval ofUM BWMC's Certificate of Need application to establish a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 



December 30, 2014 

Karen Olscamp 

I I 

A--4-LI Anne 
~- Arundel 
ECONOMIC DEVElOPMENT CORPORATION 

President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
30 I Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

On behalf of Anne Arundel Economic Development Corporation (AAEDC), please accept this endorsement of 
UM BWMC's Certificate ofNeed (CON) application to develop an open heart cardiac surgery program in 
conjunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine (UM SOM) and the University of Maryland 
Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, research, and training program at UM BWMC will 
improve access to care, quality of care, and patient satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout 
Maryland, while also reducing health disparities among minority, low-income and other disadvantaged 
populations. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) since 200 1 and 
elective PCI since 2009. However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at UM 
B WMC means critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these referrals are 
to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the patients and farther away from their home and support system. The 
availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and their families as they 
will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of VMMC cardiac surgeons and the 
community setting of UM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer to home where they have easier access 
to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. 
The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at VM BWMC will also increase patient 
satisfaction. 

AAEDC supports UM BWMC"s outreach efforts, which have expanded access for underserved residents, 
improved public knowledge about prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 

As it works to promote economic development in the region, AAEDC recognizes that quality medical services 
contribute to overall economic vitality. Furthermore, convenient access to medical care significantly adds to 
the quality of life for residents, and programs that provide treatment close to home are highly desirable. 

With continued growth in the Baltimore-Washington corridor and increasing demand for health care that meets 
the needs of a diverse population, AAEDC appreciates the commitment ofUM BWMC to community based 
efforts like the Healthy Anne Arundel Coalition that address critical health issues, particularly for minority and 
low-income populations. 

AAEDC strongly encourages the Maryland Health Care Commission to grant approval of UM B WMC's CON 
application to establish a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Rn~rrc~.l~ 
Robert L. Hannon 
President/CEO 

.. a • t 4"U' HI • wwv. t£Ut r 



MWDC 
A N N E A R U N 0 E L 
\VORJ<FORCE DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

January 5, 2015 

Karen Olscamp 

President and Chief Executive Officer 

Helping Business and People Connect in Anne Arundel County 

Univers ity of Maryland Baltimore Wash ington Medical Center 

301 Hospital Drive 

Glen Burnie MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) app lication to develop an 

open heart ca rdiac surgery program in conjunction w ith the University of Maryland School of Medicine 

(UM SOM) and the Unive rsity of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed ca rdiac surgery, 

research, and training program at UM BWMC wi ll improve access to care, quality of care, and patient 

satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI} since 2001 

and elective PCI since 2009. However, t he current lack of comprehensive card iac surgery program at 

UM BWMC means critica lly ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level of care. Often, these 

referrals are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the patients and farther away from their home and 

support system. The ava ilability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC wil l be extremely beneficia l to patients 

and their fam ilies as they wi ll be able to receive ca re that combines t he clinical expertise and qua lity of 

UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting of UM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer to 

home where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help 

them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The ava ilabili ty of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality 

care at UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

As a recent patient at the BWMC with cardiac related issues, I personally support and understand the 

importance of having not only continuity of care specific t o cardiac surgery but also patient safety as it 

relates to major cardiac surgical intervention. This program will significantly increase patient 

satisfaction and better surgical outcomes and decrease issues related to patient quality and safety 

especia lly patient "hand-off'' risks, infection control and ultimately length of stay. 

I understand UM BWMC's proposed program wi ll offer comprehensive ca rdiac services, including 

diagnostic testing, a Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS)-designated 

Card iac lnterventional Center w ith two procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/ recovery area , two state-of­

the-art and fu lly-equipped cardiac operating rooms, a critical care post-operative ca re unit with 
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specially-trained staff, care management services, a cardiac rehabilitation program and other services. If 

this program is approved, I am excited that patients will have access to participate in clinical trials at UM 

BWMC. Thus, the program will allow cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical expertise and 

innovative research in a community setting. Also, I am pleased that UM BWMC's program will include a 

strong teaching component, with cardiac surgery residents and fellow participating in patient care. UM 

BWMC has had success serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM programs, such as 

interventional cardiology and vascular surgery. I believe successful research and teaching collaboration 

can only grow stronger with the establishment of a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery 

program at UM BWMC. Lastly, I am a strong supporter of UM BWMC's outreach efforts, which have 

expanded access for underserved residents, improved public knowledge about prevention, and provided 

opportunities for early detection. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery options 

and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health Care 

Commission to grant approval of UM BWMC's Certificate of Need application to establish a 

comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

Kirkland J. Murray, President & CEO 

Anne Arundel Workforce Development Corporation, Inc. 
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ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY 
 
N N 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

December 29, 2014 
 
Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 
 
Dear Ms. Olscamp: 
 
I write to express my full support for UM BWMC’s Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an 
open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC).  The proposed cardiac surgery, 
research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient 
satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 
 
UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) since 2001 
and elective PCI since 2009.  However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at 
UM BWMC means critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these 
referrals are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the patients and farther away from their home and support 
system.  The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and 
their families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of 
UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting of UM BWMC.  Patients will be able to stay closer 
to home where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help 
them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery.  The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care 
at UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 
 
Our Chamber of Commerce works with businesses every day to make Northern Anne Arundel County a 
better place to live and work.   We strongly believe that having a high-level community- based cardiac 
surgery program at UM BWMC will improve the lives of our business owners, their employees, their 
families, and everyone in the community. 
 
I understand UM BWMC’s proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, including 
diagnostic testing, a Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS)-designated 
Cardiac Interventional Center with two procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, two state-of-the-
art and fully-equipped cardiac operating rooms, a critical care post-operative care unit with specially-
trained staff, care management services, a cardiac rehabilitation program and other services.  If this 
program is approved, I am excited that patients will have access to participate in clinical trials at UM 
BWMC.  Thus, the program will allow cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical expertise and 
innovative research in a community setting.   
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Also, I am pleased that UM BWMC’s program will include a strong teaching component, with cardiac 
surgery residents and fellows participating in patient care.  UM BWMC has had success serving as a 
clinical rotation site for other UM SOM programs, such as vascular surgery, urology, orthopedics, and 
family medicine.  I believe the successful research and teaching collaboration can only grow stronger with 
the establishment of a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC.  Lastly, 
I am a strong supporter of UM BWMC’s outreach efforts, which have expanded access for underserved 
residents, improved public knowledge about prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 
 
The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland.  I encourage the Maryland Health 
Care Commission to grant approval of UM BWMC’s Certificate of Need application to establish a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Frances Schmidt, CEO 
 
 



 

The Baltimore Life Insurance Company 

10075 Red Run Boulevard  •  Owings Mills, Maryland 21117-4871 
Tel: (410) 581-6670 / (800) 628-5433, ext. 6670  •  Fax: (410) 581-6602  •  garry.voith@baltlife.com  •  www.baltlife.com 

Garry H. Voith, CLU, LLIF 
Vice President 

Corporate Marketing & Communications 
 
 
 
 
 
January 15, 2015 
 
Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
 
Dear Ms. Olscamp: 
 
I write to express my full support for UM BWMC’s Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an open heart cardiac 
surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine (UM SOM) and the University of 
Maryland Medical Center (UMMC).  The proposed cardiac surgery, research, and training program at UM BWMC will 
improve access to care, quality of care, and patient satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 
 
UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) since 2001 and elective PCI since 
2009.  However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC means critically ill patients 
need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these referrals are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the patients and 
farther away from their home and support system.  The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely 
beneficial to patients and their families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of 
UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting of UM BWMC.  Patients will be able to stay closer to home where they 
have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help them thrive after invasive cardiac 
surgery.  The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 
 
I have been a resident of Anne Arundel County most of my life.  The citizens of our county, and residents of other adjoining 
counties expect, and require the level of cardiac care that will be a by product of this expansion.  This program will also help 
UM BWMC in their community outreach program. This will allow medical center professionals do a better job of making 
residents aware of how to stay well, and hopefully avoid more costly and acute hospital care.   
 
I understand UM BWMC’s proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, including diagnostic testing, a 
Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS)-designated Cardiac Interventional Center with two 
procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, two state-of-the-art and fully-equipped cardiac operating rooms, a critical 
care post-operative care unit with specially-trained staff, care management services, a cardiac rehabilitation program and 
other services.  If this program is approved, I am excited that patients will have access to participate in clinical trials at UM 
BWMC.  Thus, the program will allow cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical expertise and innovative research in a 
community setting.  Also, I am pleased that UM BWMC’s program will include a strong teaching component, with cardiac 
surgery residents and fellows participating in patient care.  UM BWMC has had success serving as a clinical rotation site for 
other UM SOM programs, such as vascular surgery, urology, orthopedics, and family medicine.  I believe the successful 
research and teaching collaboration can only grow stronger with the establishment of a comprehensive community-based 
cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC.  Lastly, I am a strong supporter of UM BWMC’s outreach efforts, which have 
expanded access for underserved residents, improved public knowledge about prevention, and provided opportunities for 
early detection. 
 
The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery options and life-saving 
research to more patients than ever in Maryland.  I encourage the Maryland Health Care Commission to grant approval of 
UM BWMC’s Certificate of Need application to establish a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Garry H. Voith 
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Hands of Hope, Inc. 
 

97 Summerfield Dr. ~ Annapolis ~ MD ~ 21403 
Phone; 410-991-1286 

 

 
 
 
 
January 27, 2015 
 
Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 
 
Dear Ms. Olscamp: 
 
On behalf of Hands of Hope, Inc. I write to express our full support for UM BWMC’s Certificate of Need 
(CON) application to develop an open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University 
of Maryland School of Medicine (UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC).  
The proposed cardiac surgery, research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, 
quality of care, and patient satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland, while 
also reducing health disparities among minority, low-income and other disadvantaged populations. 
 
The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and their 
families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of UMMC 
cardiac surgeons and the community setting of UM BWMC.   
 
As a community serving organization in the county Hands of Hope provides education and training 
related to vascular health, obesity prevention, nutrition and physical activity to individuals and families.   
Our clients would be at a disadvantage if care were not local in proximity to their current networks of 
care.  This proposed type of center would enhance the access to our clients who are generally underserved 
and their families in a most beneficial way. 
 
We are supporters of UM BWMC’s outreach efforts, which have expanded access for underserved 
residents, improved public knowledge about prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 
 
I encourage the Maryland Health Care Commission to grant approval of UM BWMC’s CON application 
to establish a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Sherry D. Medley, 
 
Sherry D. Medley, 
Executive Director 



f4T0)-760-1044- 302 Crain Highway. Glen Burnie. MD 21061 -www.restore-a-communify.com 

January 20, 20 15 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washinhrton Medical Center 
30 I Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

On behalf of Restoration Community Development, 1 write to express our full support forUM • d MC's Certificate 
of Need (CON) application to develop an open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of 
Maryland School of Medicine (UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed 
cardiac surgery, research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and 
patient satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland, while also reducing health disparities 
among minority, low-income and other disadvantaged populations. 

UM BWMC has successfu!Jy provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) since 2001 and elective 
PCI since 2009. However, tbe current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC means 
critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these referrals are to hospitals that are 
unfamiliar to the patients and farther away from their home and support system. The availability of cardiac surgery 
at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and their families as they wm be able to receive care that 
combines the clinical expertise and quality ofUMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting ofUM BWMC. 
Patients will be able to stay closer to home where they have easier access to famiJy, friends, community supports 
and other resources to help them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, 
high-quality care at UM BWMC wiJJ ·aJso increase patient satisfaction. 

We are strong supporters ofUM BWMC's outreach efforts, which have expanded access for underserved residents. 
improved public knowledge about prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 

Restoration Community Development Corporation, has worked with UM BWMC for the past 10 years as the Anne 
Arundel County MOTA Representative (Minority Outreach Technical Assistance). Providing the communities 
throughout the Anne Arundel County area making it possible for all citizens in this region to receive the important 
health information for the appropriate assistance that is n~eded for tlie health disparities and that we refer them 
to UM BWMC for this care. We at Restoration Community Developme'nt Corporation will continue working in 
partnership with UM BWMCto get the message out into the communities to obtain the best initiatives related to 
cardiovascular disease and related topics (e.g. obesity, diabetes, vascular health, nutrition, physical activity) and 
outreach to minority, low-income and disadvantaged populations. 

Light of the World Family Ministries, strongly encourages the Maryland Health Care Commission to grant approval 
ofUM BWMC's CON application to establish a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 



January 27, 2015 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 

The Glen Burnie Improvement Association, Inc. 

Sponsor of The Big Glen Burnie Carnival 

University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

On behalf of the Glen Burnie Improvement Association, I write to express our full support forUM BWMC's 
Certificate of Need application to develop an open-heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the 
University of Maryland School of Medicine and the University of Maryland Medical Center. The proposed cardiac 
surgery, research and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient 
satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

The current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC means critically ill patients are sent 
elsewhere for a higher level of care. Often, these referrals are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the patients and 
farther away from their home and support system. The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be 
extremely beneficial to patients and their families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical 
expertise and quality of UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting of UM BWMC. Patients will be able 
to stay closer to home where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources 
to help them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care 
at UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

We are strong supporters of UM BWMC's outreach efforts, which have expanded access and treatment to our 
community residents, improved public knowledge about prevention and provided opportunities for early detection. 

Since the opening of North Arundel Hospital in 1965, the Glen Burnie Improvement Association has donated over 
$135,000 towards programs and the completion of key projects that directly benefit local residents. The 
development of an open-heart cardiac surgery program at BWMC will allow our all of neighbors to receive quality 
care within their community. 

I strongly encourage the Maryland Health Care Commission to grant approval of UM BWMC's CON application to 
establish a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Barbara Moeller 
President 

19 Crain Highway South • Glen Burnie, Maryland 21061 
410-766-6760 Phone 410-766-6818 Fax www.gbia.org 



Severna Park 
Community Center 

December 30, 2014 

Karen Olscamp 

President and Chief Execut ive Officer 

University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 

301 Hospital Drive 

Glen Burnie, Md. 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

On behalf of Severna Park Community Center, I writ e to express our full support for UM BWMC's Certif icate of 

Need (CON) application to develop an open heart cardiac surgery program In conjunction with the University of 

Maryland School of Medicine (UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed 

cardiac surgery, research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and 

patient satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland, whi le also reducing health disparities 

among minority, low-Income and other disadvantaged populations. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) since 2001 and elective 

PCI since 2009. However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC means 

critically Ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level of care. Often, these referra ls are to hospitals that 

are unfamiliar to the patients and farther away from their home and support system. The availability of cardiac 

surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and their families as they will be able to receive care 

that combines the clinical expertise and quality of UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting of UM 

BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer to home where they have easier access to family, friends, community 

supports and other resources to help them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, 

seamless, high-quality care at UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

we are strong supporters of UM BWMC's outreach effort s, which have expanded access for underserved 

residents, improved public knowledge about prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 

The Severna Park Community Center Is a partner with UM BWMC in the proactive effect to promote healthy life 

styles and preventative care through the Heartbeat for Health program along with other cooperative efforts. 

1 strongly encourage the Maryland Health Care Commission to grant approval of UM BWMC's CON application to 

establish a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

orris 

Organization Executive 

623 Baltimore An napolis Blvd. • Sevc·rna l>ark. MD 21146 • 410.647.5843 • Fax 410.647.8 122 
www.severnaparkcomm u n i tyccn cer.com 
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Anne Arundel Co1nn1unity College 
H''i College l'arkll.ll' :\nu•l.l M.tn·hmd ! ll' U-11)91 4W-i'li· \.\CC (22221 

January 2, 2015 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

On behalf of the Parenting Center at Anne Arundel Community College, I write to express our full support forUM 
BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction 
with the University of Maryland School of Medictne (UM SOM) and the Untversity of Maryland Medical Center 
(UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to 
care, quality of care, and patient satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland, while also 
reducmg health disparities among minority, low-income and other disadvantaged populations. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) since 2001 and 
elective PCI since 2009. However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC 
means critica lly ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these referrals are to hospitals 
that are unfamiliar to the patients and far ther away from their home and support system. The availability of 
cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and their families as they will be able to 
recetve care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community 
setting of UM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer to home where they have easier access to family, 
friends. community supports and other resources to help them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The 
availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at UM BWMC will also increase patient satis faction. 

We are strong supporters of UM BWMC's outreach eHorts, which have expanded access for underserved 
residents, improved public knowledge about prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 

In April of 2014, BWMC and the Parenting Center at Anne Arundel Community College partnered to provide a 
four-part educational series on addressing the obesity epidemic The series, which was offered free of charge to 
interested commun1ty members, included a screening of HBO's Weight of the Nation documentary, a lecture and 
group dtscussion led by Dr. Amy Allen -Chabot, Professor of nutrition and biology at AACC and a healthy meal. 
The program was such a success that we will be replicating it this coming April at Freetown Elementary School in 
Glen Burnie. 

I strongly encourage the Maryland Health Care Commission to grant approval of UM BWMC's CON application 
to establish a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, C (;_,.L /Jw'l..___ 
Cari Bixler 
Assistant Director, TEACH Institute and Parenting Center 
Anne Arundel Communtty College 
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Karen Olscamp 

~nne 'rundeL.... 
RECREAT I ON AND PARKS 

I HARRY S. TRUMAN PARKWAY 
ANNAPOLIS, MD 21401 

(410-222-7867) 

Steven R. Schuh, County Executive 
Rick Anthony, Director 

December 31 , 2014 

President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21 061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

On behalf of the Anne Arundel County Department of Recreation and Parks, I write to 
express our full support forUM BWMC's Certificate ofNeed (CON) application to develop 
and open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland 
School ofMedicine (UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). 
The proposed cardiac surgery, research, and training program at UM BWMC wiii improve 
access to care, quality of care, and patient satisfaction for patients in our community and 
throughout Maryland, while also reducing health disparities among minority, low-income 
and other disadvantaged populations. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) 
since 2001 and elective PCI since 2009. However, the current lack of a comprehensive 
cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC means criticaiiy ill patients need to be sent 
elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these referrals are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to 
the patients and farther away from their home and support system. The availability of 
cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and their families as 
they wiii be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality ofUMMC 
cardiac surgeons and the community setting of UM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay 
closer to home where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and 
other resources to help them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of 
comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at UM BWMC will also increase patient 
satisfaction. 

We are strong supporters ofUM BWMC's outreach efforts, which have expanded access for 
underserved residents, improved public knowledge about prevention, and provided 
opportunities for early detection. 



I strongly encourage the Maryland Health Care Commission to grant approval of UM 
BWMC's CON application to establish a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery 
program. 

smcer/ baz::==:7 
Rick Anthony 
Director 
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Anne Arundel Co. Partnership for Children, Youth & Families 
Pamela M. Brown, Ph.D., Executive Director 
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www.aacounty.org/Partnership/index.cfm  

 
 
 
January 2, 2015 
 
Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 
 
Dear Ms. Olscamp: 
 
On behalf of the Anne Arundel County Partnership for Children, Youth and Families, I write to express 
our full support for UM BWMC’s Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an open heart cardiac 
surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine (UM SOM) and the 
University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC).  The proposed cardiac surgery, research, and training 
program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient satisfaction for patients 
in our community and throughout Maryland, while also reducing health disparities among minority, low-
income and other disadvantaged populations. 
 
UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) since 2001 
and elective PCI since 2009.  However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at 
UM BWMC means critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care.  Often, these 
referrals are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the patients and farther away from their home and support 
system.  The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and 
their families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of 
UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting of UM BWMC.  Patients will be able to stay closer 
to home where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help 
them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery.  The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care 
at UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 
 
We are strong supporters of UM BWMC’s outreach efforts, which have expanded access for underserved 
residents, improved public knowledge about prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 
We currently work with UM BWMC on a variety of programming related to low income residents in the 
areas of obesity prevention, nutrition, case management and reduction in hospital readmissions. As a 
community partner, UM BWMC is a strong force for underserved residents in terms of access and 
outreach.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.aacounty.org/Partnership/index.cfm
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Anne Arundel Co. Partnership for Children, Youth & Families 
Pamela M. Brown, Ph.D., Executive Director 

1 Harry S. Truman Parkway, Suite 103 ♦ Annapolis, MD 21401 ♦ Ph: 410-222-7423 ♦ Fax: 410-222-7674 
www.aacounty.org/Partnership/index.cfm  

 
 
 
 
I strongly encourage the Maryland Health Care Commission to grant approval of UM BWMC’s CON 
application to establish a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 
 
Sincerely,  
  
 
 
Pamela M. Brown, Ph.D.  
Executive Director 
Anne Arundel Partnership for Children, Youth and Families 

http://www.aacounty.org/Partnership/index.cfm


 

 
Jinlene Chan, M.D., M.P.H. 
Health Officer 

 

Department of Health 
J. Howard Beard Health Services Building 
3 Harry S. Truman Parkway 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
Phone: 410-222-7375 Fax: 410-222-4436 
Maryland Relay (TTY): 1-800-735-2258 
www.aahealth.org  

Jinlene Chan, M.D., M.P.H.  

Health Officer 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

On behalf of the Anne Arundel County Department of Health I write to express our full support for UM BWMC’s 
Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the 
University of Maryland School of Medicine (UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The 
proposed cardiac surgery, research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to quality care and patient 
satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland, while also reducing health disparities among 
minority, low-income and other disadvantaged populations. 

The current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program in this area of the county means critically ill patients need 
to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these referrals are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the patients and 
farther away from their home and support system. The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be beneficial 
to patients and their families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of 
UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting of UM BWMC. 

We are strong supporters of UM BWMC’s outreach efforts, which have expanded access for underserved residents, 
improved public knowledge about prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. The Department of Health 
has long partnered with the UM-BWMC to address the health needs of our community. They have provided insightful 
leadership for the Healthy Anne Arundel Coalition and have been active in the work towards addressing obesity 
prevention and chronic disease management, especially among minority and low-income populations. In addition, they 
have partnered with us by providing 1) community classes for tobacco cessation, 2) leadership participation in the 
Obesity Prevention work group including the development of an action plan and sponsoring farmers markets, and 3) 
participation in the Community Health Needs Assessment work group which provided the foundation for developing and 
implementing strategies to improve the health status of Anne Arundel County residents. 

I strongly encourage the Maryland Health Care Commission to grant approval of UM BWMC’s CON application to 
establish a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

http://www.aahealth.org/
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Joseph A. Ciotola, M.D. 
Health Officer 

January 7, 2015 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I \oVTite to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) 
application to develop an open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the 
University Of Maryland School Of Medicine (UM SOM) and the University ofMaryland 
Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, research, and training program 
at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient satisfaction for 
patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention 
(PCI) since 2001 and elective PCI since 2009. However, the current lack of a 
comprehensive cardiac surgery program at UM B WMC means critically ill patients need 
to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these referrals are to hospitals that are 
unfamiliar to the patients and farther away from their home and support system. The 
availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and 
their families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and 
quality ofUMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting ofUM BWMC. Patients 
will be able to stay closer to home where they have easier access to family, friends, 
community supports and other resources to help them thrive after invasive cardiac 
surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at UM BWMC 
will also increase patient satisfaction. 

UM BWMC has provided vascular services at University of Maryland Shore Medical 

Center at Easton since October 2012 in response to community need. In this model, UM 
BWMC's existing Maryland Vascular Center expanded to an Easton location in order for 

patients to receive non-operative care and pre- and post-operative care on Maryland's 

Eastern Shore. Patients travel to UM BWMC's Glen Burnie campus for vascular surgery 

as needed. This allows patients the convenience and comfort of not having to travel 
across the Bay Bridge or to other parts ofthe state to receive the majority of their 



Karen Olscamp 
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vascular health care services. UM BWMC has had excellent clinical outcomes and 
patient satisfaction with this model. Nearly 500 patients were served during the 
program's first two years and the annual number of patients seen is expected to continue 

to grow. UM BWMC, University of Maryland Shore Regional Health and the University 
of Maryland Medical Center have a demonstrated commitment to improving the health 

and well-being of Maryland's Eastern Shore residents. I am confident that UM BWMC 
will provide high quality cardiac care to our community as well and I support the opening 

of a cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. 

I understand UM BWMC's proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, 
including diagnostic testing, a Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services 
Systems (MIEMSS)-designatcd Cardiac lnterventional Center with two procedure rooms 
and a six bed prep/recovery area, two state-of-the-art and fully-equipped cardiac 
operating rooms, a critical care post-operative care unit with specially-trained staff, care 
management services, a cardiac rehabilitation program and other services. If this 
program is approved, patients will have access to partic ipate in clinical trials at UM 
BWMC. Thus, the program will allow cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical 
expertise and innovative research in a community setting. Also, UM BWMC's program 
will include a strong teaching component, with cardiac surgery residents and fellows 
participating in patient care. UM B WMC has had success serving as a clinical rotation 
site for other UM SOM programs, such as vascular surgery, urology, orthopedics, and 
tamily medicine. Successful research and teaching collaboration can only grow stronger 
with the establishment of a comprehensive commw1ity-based cardiac surgery program at 
UM BWMC. Lastly, I am a strong supporter ofUM BWMC's outreach efforts, which 
have expanded access for underserved residents, improved public knowledge about 
prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced 
cardiac surgery options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. 
I encourage the Maryland Health Care Commission to grant approval ofUM BWMC's 
Certificate of Need application to establish a comprehensive community-based cardiac 
surgery program. 

Josep 1 Ciotola, Jr., M.D. 
Health Officer 
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January 13, 2015 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

Jacquelyn Duval-llarvcy. PhD 
Interim Commissioner of Health 
1001 E. Fayette Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21 061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

The Baltimore City Health Department is pleased to support the University of Maryland 
Baltimore Washington Medical Center's (UM BWMC) Certificate ofNeed application to 
develop an open heart cardiac sw·gery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland 
School of Medicine (UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The 
proposed cardiac surgery, research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to 
care. quality of care. and patient satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout 
Maryland. 

UM BWMC has provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention since 2001 and elective 
PCI since 2009. However, the lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program means critically 
ill patients must be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these referrals are to hospitals 
that are unfamiliar to the patients and farther away from their home and support system. The 
availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and their 
families, as they would receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of UMMC 
cardiac surgeons and the community setting of UM BWMC. Patients can stay closer to home 
where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports. and other resources to 
help them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, 
high-quality care at UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

We understand that the proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, including 
diagnostic testing, a Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems-designated 
Cardiac InterventioooJ Center with two procedure rooms and a six-bed prep/recovery area, two 
state-of-the-art operating rooms, a critical care post-operative care unit with specially-trained 
staff, care management services, a cardiac rehabilitation program, and other services. If this 
program is approved. patients will have access to participate in clinical trials at UM BWMC. 
Thus, the program will allow cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical expertise and 
innovative research in a community setting. We are also pleased that UM BWMC's program will 
include a strong teaching component, with cardiac surgery residents and fellows participating in 
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patient care. UM BWMC has had success serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM 
programs, such as vascular surgery, urology, orthopedics, and family medicine. The research and 
teaching collaboration can only grow stronger with the establishment of a comprehensive 
community-based cardiac surgery program. Lastly, we support UM BWMC's outreach efforts, 
which have expanded access for underserved residents, improved public knowledge about 
prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM, and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac 
surgery options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. We encourage 
the Maryland Health Care Commission to approve UM BWMC's Ce11ificate ofNeed application 
to establish a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

::~~~ 
; Ifiterim Commissioner of Health 



BARRY GLASSMAN 
HARFORD COUNTY EXECUTIVE 

January 6, 2015 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

BILLY BONIFACE 
DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION 

I write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an 
open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, 
research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient 
satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) since 2001 
and elective PCJ since 2009. However, the current Jack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at 
UM BWMC means critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these 
referrals are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the patients and farther away from their home and support 
system. The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and 
their families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of 
UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting of UM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer 
to home where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help 
them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care 
at UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

I understand UM BWMC's proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, including 
diagnostic testing, a Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS)-designated 
Cardiac Interventional Center with two procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, two state-of-the­
art and fully-equipped cardiac operating rooms, a critical care post-operative care unit with specially­
trained staff, care management services, a cardiac rehabilitation program and other services. If this 
program is approved, I am excited that patients will have access to participate in clinical trials at UM 
BWMC. Thus, the program will allow cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical expertise and 
innovative research in a community setting. Also, I am pleased that UM BWMC's program will include a 
strong teaching component, with cardiac surgery residents and fellows participating in patient care. UM 
BWMC has had success serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM programs, such as vascular 
surgery, urology, orthopedics, and family medicine. I believe the successful research and teaching 
collaboration can only grow stronger with the establishment of a comprehensive community-based 
cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. Lastly, I am a strong supporter of UM BWMC's outreach 
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efforts, which have expanded access for underserved residents, improved public knowledge about 
prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health 
Care Commission to grant approval of UM BWMC's Certificate of Need application to establish a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 



County Executive Steven R. Schuh 
December 29,2014 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

Department of Aging and Disabilities 
Pamela A. Jordan 

2666 Riva Road, Suite 400 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

410-222-4464 
http://www.aacounty.org/Aging 

On the behalf of the Anne Arundel County Department of Aging and Disabil ities, I write to express our full support 
forUM BWMC's Certificate ofNeed (CON) application to develop an open heart cardiac surgery program in 
conjunction with the with the University of Maryland School of Medicine (UM SOM) and the University of 
Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac Surgery, research and training program at UM BWMC 
will improve the access to care, quality of care and patients satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout 
Maryland, while also reducing health disparities among minority, low-income and other disadvantaged populations. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) since 2001 and elective 
PCl since 2009. However, the current lack of comprehensive cardiac surgery program at the UM BWMC means 
critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for higher levels of care. Often, these referrals are to hospitals that are 
unfamiliar to the patients and farther-away from their home and support system. The availability of cardiac surgery at 
UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and their families as they will be able to receive care that 
combines the cl inical expertise and quality ofUMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting ofUM BWMC. 
Patients will be able to stay closer to home where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and 
other resources to help them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high­
quality care at UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

We are strong supporters ofUM BWMC's outreach efforts, which have expanded access for underserved residents, 
improve public knowledge about prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 

The Anne Arundel County Department of Aging and Disabilities is grateful for the partnership between our agency 
and University of Maryland Baltimore Washing Medical Center. The partnership supports the Department's mission 
to help all cow1ty residents remain in the community of their choice where they can live with dignity in a safe and 
healthy environment. Together, we have been able to bring resources and awareness to county residents on 
conditions that contribute to cardiovascular disease such as obesity, diabetes, and nutrition. Having an open heart 
cardiac surgery program in the community where patients can be close to home and all of their support systems is 
vital to our mission. 

I strongly encourage the Maryland Health Care Commission to grant approval ofUM BWMC's CON application to 
establish a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 



 
 
January 7, 2015 
 
Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 
 
Dear Ms. Olscamp: 
 
I write to express my support for UM BWMC’s Certificate of Need (CON) application to 
develop an open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of 
Maryland School of Medicine (UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center 
(UMMC).  This proposal ensures that our residents will receive vital quality health care 
where they need it and when they need it.  It’s an important step forward that will 
guarantee best possible medical outcomes. 
 
UM BWMC reports significant cardiac-related traffic from Eastern Howard County.  The 
lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC means critically ill 
patients need to be sent to unfamiliar and distant facilities for higher-level care.   
 
The proposed cardiac surgery, research, and training program at UM BWMC means 
that patients and their families will benefit from the combination of clinical expertise and 
quality of UMMC cardiac surgeons with the hospital’s community setting.  Plus, patients 
remaining closer to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help 
them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery improves both patient satisfaction and 
comfort.   
 
UM BWMC’s proposed program offers significant medical benefits, most notably: 
 

• A Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS)-
designated Cardiac Interventional Center with two procedure rooms and a 6 bed 
prep/recovery area,  

• Two state-of-the-art and fully-equipped cardiac operating rooms, and 
• A critical care post-operative care unit with specially-trained staff.   

 
This proposal further helps keep medical innovation, education and outreach in our own 
backyard for future Maryland generations.  If approved, I am excited about the 
possibilities for: 
 



• Patients gaining access to clinical trials at UM BWMC combining the best of 
clinical expertise and innovative research in a community setting,   

• The program’s strong teaching component that builds on UM BWMC’s history of 
success serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM programs, and 

• Outreach efforts to underserved residents that encourage improved public 
knowledge about prevention and opportunities for early detection  

 
Maryland is blessed with a strong medical community. The UM BWMC, UM SOM and 
UMMC partnership helps bring the most advanced cardiac surgery options and life-
saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland.  I encourage the Maryland 
Health Care Commission to grant approval of UM BWMC’s Certificate of Need 
application to establish a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Allan H. Kittleman 
Howard County Executive 



MARYLAND 
County Executive Steven R. Schuh 

Office of Human Relations & Minority Affairs 
44 Calvert Street, Suite 330, Annapolis, .MD 21401 
Phone: 410-222-1220 Fax: 410-222-1198 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 

January 5, 2015 

University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

In my role as Special Assistant to Anne Arundel County Executive for Minority Affairs and Human 
Relations, 1 write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate ofNeed (CON) application to 
develop an open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of 
Medicine (UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac 
surgery, research, and training program at UM BWMC will cause improved access to care, quality of care, 
and patient satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland, while also reducing health 
disparities among minority, low-income and other disadvantaged populations. 

Although UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) since 
200 1 and elective PCI since 2009, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at UM 
BWMC means critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level of care. Often, these 
referrals are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the patients and farther away from their home and support 
system. The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and their 
families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality ofUMMC 
cardiac surgeons and the community setting of UM BWMC. This will allow patients to stay closer to home 
where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help them thrive 
after invasive cardiac surgery. 

It has been my pleasure to serve with UM BWMC's representative as a Steering Committee member of the 
Healthy Anne Arundel Coalition since its inception in 2011, representing Anne Arundel County Executive's 
Office. I am a strong supporter ofUM BWMC's outreach efforts, which have expanded access for 
underserved residents, improved public knowledge about prevention, provided opportunities for early 
detection, and provided leadership in the Coalition's priority areas of Obesity Reduction and Prevention and 
the Prevention and Management of Behavioral Health Disorders. 

I strongly encourage the Maryland Health Care Commission to grant approval of UM BWMC's CON 
application to establish a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

S~cerely, ,. /" -, . ~ 

c~· / ../ .j r ~tc~ 
~ '"V-

/ 
Yevola S. Peters 
Special Assistant to County Executive Steven R. Schuh 



Queen 
.9Lnne)s 
County 

County Commissioners: 
James J. Moran. At Large 
Paul Comfort , District I 
Stephen Wilson. Distlict 2 
Robert Charles Buckey. District 3 
Mark A. Anderson, District 4 

January 6, 2015 

Ms. Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 

THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
QUEEN ANNE'S COUNTY 

The Liberty Building 
107 North Liberty Street 

Centreville, MD 21617 

Telephone: ( 410) 758-4098 
Fax: (410) 758-1170 

e-mail: OACCommissioners&Administrator@gac.org 

County Administrator: Cregg A. Todd 
Executive Assistant to County Commissioners: Margie A. Houck 

County Auomey: Patrick Thompson, Esquire 

University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Med ical Center 
30 I Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

We write to express our full supp01t forUM BWMC's Cert ificate ofNeed (CON) application to develop 
an open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University Of Maryland School Of 
Medicine (UM SOM) and the University Of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac 
surgery, research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and 
patient satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PC I) since 200 I 
and elective PCI since 2009. However, the current lack of a comprehensive card iac surgery program at 
UM BWMC means critical ly ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these 
referrals are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the patients and farther away from their home and support 
system. The availability of card iac surgery at UM BWMC wi ll be extremely beneficial to patients and 
their families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of 
UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting of UM BWMC. Patients wi ll be able to stay closer to 
home where they have easier access to fami ly, friends, community supports and other resources to help 
them thrive after invasive card iac surgery . The availabi lity of comprehensive, seamless, high-qual ity care 
at UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction . 

We understand UM BWMC's proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, including 
diagnostic testing, a Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS)-designated 
Cardiac lnterventional Center with two procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, two state-of-the­
art and fully-equipped cardiac operating rooms, a critical care post-operative care unit with specially 
trained staff, care management services, a cardiac rehabi litation program and other services. If this 
program is approved, we are excited that patients will have access to participate in clinical trials at UM 
BWMC. Thus, the program will allow cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical expertise and 
innovative research in a community setting. Also, we are pleased that UM BWMC's program will include 
a strong teaching component, with cardiac surgery residents and fellows participating in patient care. UM 
BWMC has had success serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM programs, such as vascular 
surgery, urology, orthopedics, and family medicine. We believe the successful research and teaching 
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collaboration can only grow stronger with the establishment of a comprehensive community-based 
cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. Lastly, we are a strong supporter ofUM BWMC's outreach 
eff01ts, which have expanded access for underserved residents, improved public knowledge about 
prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC pattnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and li fe-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. We encourage the Maryland 
Health Care Commission to grant approval of UM BWMC's Cettificate of Need application to establish a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
QUEEN N 'S COUNTY 

Mar 
\) 

Robert Charles Buckey 



Office of the Health Officer 
8930 Stanford Boulevard 

Columbia, tvlD 21045 
410-313-6300 Fax 410- 313-6303 

TDD 410-313-2323 Toll Free 1-866-313-6300 
'ivebsite: WV..'"'iV.hchealth.org 

Maura J. Rossman, MD, Health Officer 

January 6, 2015 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
30 I Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I write to express my full suppmt forUM BWMC's Ce1tificate ofNeed (CON) application to 
develop an open heart cardiac surgery program in col~ unction with the University ofMmyland 
School of Medicine (UM SOM) and the University ofMmyland Medical Center (UMMC). The 
proposed cardiac surgery, research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, 
quality of care, and patient satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PC!) since 
2001 and elective PCI since 2009. However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surge1y 
program at UM BWMC means critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. 
Often, these referrals are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the patients and fa1ther away from their 
home and supp01t system. The availability of cardiac surge1y at UM BWMC will be extremely 
beneficial to patients and their families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical 
expe1tise and quality ofUMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting ofUM BWMC. 

Howard County residents will benefit from the availability of a benefit from a local, comprehensive, 
community-based cardiac surgery program. Patients will be able to stay closer to home where they 
have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help them thrive 
after invasive cm·diac surge1y. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at UM 
BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

I understand UM BWMC's proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, including 
diagnostic testing, a Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Se1vices Systems (MIEMSS)­
designated Cardiac lnterventional Center with two procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, 
two state-of-the-art and fully-equipped cardiac operating rooms, a critical care post-op~rative care 
unit with specially-trained staff, care management services, a cardiac rehabilitation program and 
other services. If this program is approved, I am excited that patients will have access to participate 
in clinical trials at UM BWMC. Thus, the program will allow cardiac surgery patients to combine 
clinical expertise and innovative research in a community setting. I am pleased that UM BWMC's 
program will include a strong teaching component, with cardiac surgery residents and fellows 
pmticipating in patient care. UM BWMC has had success serving as a clinical rotation site for other 
UM SOM programs, such as vascular surge1y, urology, mthopedics, and family medicine. I believe 
the successful research and teaching collaboration can only grow stronger with the establishment of a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surgmy program at UM BWMC. Lastly, I am a strong 



suppmter ofUM BWMC's outreach effmts, which have expanded access for underserved residents, 
improved public knowledge about prevention, and provided oppmtunities for early detection. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC pa1tnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Mmyland. I encourage the Mmyland 
Health Care Commission to grant approval ofUM BWMC's Certificate of Need application to 
establish a comprehensive community-based ca1·diac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

Maura J. Rossman, MD 
Health Officer 
Howard County Health Department 



R Y L A N D 
County Executive Steven R. Schuh 
P.O. Box 2700, Annapolis, MD 21404 
(410) 222-1821 

Ms. Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 

December 30, 2014 

University ofMaryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, Maryland 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I am writing to support University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center's 
application for a Certificate of Need to develop an open heart cardiac surgery program. That will be 
operated in conjunction with the University of Maryland Medical Center and the University of 
Maryland School of Medicine. 

Baltimore Washington Medical Center, true to its mission to provide the highest quality of 
services to the communities it serves, has been an integral part of our community since 1965. The 
Emergency Department alone provides services to more than 100,000 patients every year. In 2014, 
BWMC has been the recipient of numerous awards, including the 2014 Delmarva Foundation 
Excellence Award for Quality Improvement, Mission: Lifeline® Gold Plus Receiving Quality 
Achievement Award and "Top Performer" status by the the Maryland Patient Safety Center. I 
believe that this local, comprehensive, community-based cardiac surgery program will benefit the 
residents of our County. 

I strongly support BWMC's efforts to provide these critical cardiac services for patients in 
Glen Burnie and surrounding communities. Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Steven R. Schuh 
County Executive 
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PAMELA G. BEIDLE 

l.r.gulatll'f Drsmct 32 
Ann~ Arundel County 
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Karen Olscamp 

The c_Maryland House of 1Jelegates 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401 

January 5, 201 5 

President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
30 1 llospital Drive 
Glen Burnie. MD 2 1061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

The M.uybnd lloll\c nf Ddeg;m:~ 
6 Hbd~n 'mccr. Room 161 

AnnJpoll', Mary!Jnd 21401 

.jlO·ll.p·H-o · JOI·818·H70 
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f;IY 410·841 .H47 · J0!-8\8-H-!7 
I'Jmd.l B<iJicf! hom<.<t.ll<.mJ.u, 

I would like to take this opportuni ty to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate of eed 
(CON) application to develop an open hear1 cardiac surgery program in conj unction with the Uni versity 
of Maryland School of Medicine (UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medica l Center (U MMC). 
The proposed cardiac surgery, research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, 
quality of care, and patient satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Mary land . 

UM B WMC has successfull y prov ided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PC I) since 200 I 
and elective PCI since 2009. However. the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at 
UM BWMC means critically ill patients need to be sent else" here for a higher level of care. Often. these 
referrals are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the patients and farther av.ay from their home and support 
S) stem. The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely benefic ial to patients and 
their fa milies as they w ill be able to rece ive care that combine the c lin ica l expe r1i <>e a nd q uality of 
UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community sening of UM BWMC. Patients wi ll be able to stay closer to 

home v. here they have easier access to family, fri end s, community supports and other resources to help 
them thrive after in vasive cardiac surger) . The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care 
at UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

BWMC is in the heart of my di strict, it the hospital of first choice for the majority of my constituents and 
is source of employment for many others. The residents of my district will truly benefit from a local, 
comprehensive, community-based cardiac surgery program at BWMC. 

I understand UM BWMC's proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, including 
diagnostic testing. a Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MI EMSS)-des ignated 
Cardiac lnterventional Center with two procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, two state-of-the­
art and full) -equipped cardiac operating rooms, a critical care post-operative care unit with spec ia lly­
trained staff. care management services. a cardi ac rehabilitation program and other services. If thi s 
program is apprO\ed, I am excited that patients '" ill have access to partic ipate in clinical trials at UM 
BWMC. Thus, the program will allow cardiac surger) patients to combine clinical expertise and 
innovati\ e research in a community sening. Also, I am pleased that UM BWMC's program will include a 
strong teaching component, with cardiac surgery residents and fellows participating in patient care. UM 
BWMC has had success serving as a c linical rotation site for other UM SOM programs. such as 



interventional cardiology and vascu lar surgery. I believe successful research and teaching collaboration 
can only grow stronger with the establi shment of a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery 
program at UM BWMC. Lastly, I am a strong supporter or UM BWMC's outreach efforts, which have 
expanded access for underserved residents, improved public knowledge about prevention, and provided 
opportunities for early detection. 

The UM BWMC. UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland llcalth 
Care Commission to grant approva l ofUM BWMC's Certi fi cate of Need application to establish a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 
1 

:P(VM~'- jf &A 
Pamela G. Beidle 
State Delegate 
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TI-{E MARYLAND HOUSE OF DELEGATES 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401 

January I 9, 2015 

President nnd Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
30 I Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, Maryland 2106 I 

De~r M.s. Olsca.mp: 

PAGE 01/02 

I am writing to express my full supp01t forUM BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) application to 
develop an open hea1t cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of 
Medicine (UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac 
surgery, research, and training program at UM BWMC wiiJ improve access to care, quality of care, and 
patient satis faction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronmy intervention (PCI) since 2001 
and elective PCI since 2009. However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at 
UM BWMC mean:; criticu.lly ill patient~ need to he sent elsewhere for a higher level of care. Often, these 
retcmals are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to tlte patients and farther away from thei•· home and support 
system. The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients 11nd 
their families as they will be able 1.0 receive care that combines t:hc clinical expe11ise and quality of 
UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting of UM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer to 
home when'~ they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help 
them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care 
at UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

UM13WC has been serving Northern Anne Arundel County and beyond for nearly half a cent.Ury. 
Granting the CON application with UM SOM and UMMC will create a partnership that will continue to 
meet the medical needs of our community and expand on the comf'c>Jtable atmosphere for patients by 
allowing their medical needs to be met in their community hospital. 

I understand UM BWMC's proposed prognun will offer comprehensive cardiac services, including 
diagnostic testing, a Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MJEMSS)-designatcd 
Cardiac lnterventional Center with two procedure roorn~; and a 6 hcd preph·ecovery Circa .• two st:atc~of-the­
art nnd fully-equipped cardiac operaling rooms, a criticll l care post-operative care unit with specially­
trained ~taff, c<lrc management services, a cardiac rehabilitation program and other services. If this 
program is approved, I am excited that patients will hnve access to participate in clinical trials at UM 
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BWMC. Tbu!<, the program will allow cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical expertise and 
innovative research inn community setting. Also, 1 am pleased that UM BWMC's program will include a 
strong teaching component, with cardiac surgery residenls and fellows participating in patient care. 

UM BWMC has had success serving as a clinical rotation sHe for· other UM SOM pro&rrams, such as 
illtcrventional cardiology and vascular surgery. 1 believe successt\rl research and teaching collaboration 
can only grow stronger with the es1ablishment of a comprehensive conmmnity-based cardiac surgety 
program nt UM BWMC. Lastly, I am a sl:rong supporter ofUM BWMC's outreach cff01ts, which have 
expanded access for underserved residents, improved public lmowledge about preventio11, and provided 
oppottunities for early detection. 

The UM BWN!C, UM SOM and UMMC pat111ership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options nnd life-saving research to mOI'e patient~ than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health 
Care Commission to granl approval ofUM BWMC's Certificate of Need application to establish a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

ativc District 3 l A 



MARK s. C HANG 

Legislative District 32 
Anne Arundel County 

Appropriations Comminee 

Subcommittees 
Oversight Committee on Person nel 

Public Safety and Admi niStration 
THE MARYLAND HOUSE OF DELEGATES 

A NNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 2 14 01 

February 2, 20 15 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

The Maryland House of Delegares 
6 Bladen Street, Room t6o 
Annapolis, Maryland Zt401 
410-841·J511 · JOI-858·3511 

8oo-49Z-7122 Ext. 35 11 
Fax 4I0-8,p·Js8o · J0•·8s8-358o 
Mark.Chang@house.state.md.us 

I write to express my full support for UM BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) application to 
develop an open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland 
School of Medicine (UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medica l Center (UMMC). The 
proposed cardiac surgery, research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to 
care, quality of care, and patient satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout 
Mary land. 

UM BWMC has successfu lly provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) since 
200 I and elective PCI since 2009. However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery 
program at UM BWMC means crit ically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level 
care. Often, these referral s are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the patients and farther away from 
their home and support system. The avai lability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be 
extremely beneficial to patients and their families as they will be able to receive care that combines 
the clinical expe1tise and quality of UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting of UM 
BWMC. Patients will be ab le to stay closer to home where they have easier access to fami ly, 
friends, community supp011s and other resources to help them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. 
The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quali ty care at UM BWMC will also increase 
patient satisfaction. 

With the current rise in medical expenses to the publ ic, it makes sense that our community should 
be able to access quality care. Patients assume the cost and risk of transpo1tation to other facilities. 
By providing a comprehensive cardiac program to our local community, lifesaving procedures can 
be performed in a timely manner that can save not only lives but decrease health care cost to our 
patients. 

I understand UM BWMC's proposed program wi ll offer comprehensive cardiac services, including 
diagnostic testing, a Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS)­
designated Cardiac Interventional Center with two procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, 
two state-of-the-a1t and fully-equipped cardiac operating rooms, a critica l care post-operative care 
unit with specially-trained staff, care management services, a cardiac rehabilitation program and 
other services. If this program is approved, I am excited that patients will have access to participate 
in clinical trials at UM BWMC. Thus, the program will a llow card iac surgery patients to combine 



clinical expet1ise and innovative research in a community setting. Also, 1 am pleased that UM 
BWMC's program will include a strong teaching component, with cardiac surgery residents and 
fellows participating in patient care. UM BWMC has had success serving as a clinical rotation site 
for other UM SOM programs, such as vascular surgery, urology, orthopedics, and family medicine. 
I believe the successful research and teaching collaboration can only grow stronger with the 
establishment of a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. 
Lastly, I am a strong supporter ofUM BWMC's outreach effm1s, which have expanded access for 
underserved residents, improved public knowledge about prevention, and provided opportunities 
for early detection. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC pat1nership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland 
Health Care Commission to grant approval of UM BWMC's Certificate of Need application to 
establish a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

Mark S. Chang 
State Delegate 

District 32 



January 2 7, 2015 

Karen Olscamp 

THE MARYLAND GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 3 I 
ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY 

President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
30 I Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

We, the District 31 Delegation, are writing to express our full suppoti forUM BWMC's Certificate of 
Need (CON) application to develop an open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the 
University of Mar) land School of Medicine (UM SOM) and the UniYersit) of Mar) land Medical Center 
(UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve 
access to care, quality of care, and patient satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout 
Maryland. 

U M B WMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCJ) since 200 I 
and elective PCI since 2009. llowever, the current lad. of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at 
UM BWMC means critically ill patients need to be sent else"' here for a higher level care. Often, these 
referrals are to hospitals that arc unfamiliar to the patients and fatther away from their home and suppo11 
system. The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and 
their families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expe11isc and quality of 
UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting of UM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer 
to home where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help 
them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care 
at UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

While UM BWMC has been a well-known and outstanding hospital throughout the community, having 
this program would allow constituents to continue care at their ''home'' hospital by opening the door to a 
whole new level of surgical procedure. Patients "auld feel more at ease undergoing a major surgery at a 
hospital with which they are familiar and is a part of the community. 

We understand UM BWMC's proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, including 
diagnostic testing, a Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS)-designated 
Cardiac lnterventional Center with two procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, two state-of-the­
ali and fully-equipped cardiac operating rooms, a critical care post-operative care unit with specially­
trained staff. care management sen ices, a cardiac rehabilitation program and other services. If this 
program is approved, \\e are excited that patients will have access to participate in clinical trials at UM 
BWMC. Thus, the program will allow cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical expettise and 
innovative research in a community setting. Also, we are pleased that UM BWMC's program will 
include a strong teaching component, with cardiac surgery residents and fellows patticipating in patient 



care. UM BWMC has had success serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM programs, such 
as vascular surgery, urology, 011hopedics, and family medicine. We believe the successfu l research and 
teaching collaboration can only grow stronger with the establishment of a comprehensive community­
based cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. Lastly, we are strong supporters of UM BWMC's 
outreach efforts, which have expanded access for underserved residents. improved public knowledge 
about prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. We encourage the Maryland 
llealth Care Commission to grant approval of UM BWMC's Certificate of eed application to establish a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincere!), 

' . ., ') . . 
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Delega(e Meagan Simonaire 
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December 30, 2014 

Karen Olscamp 

THE SEI\:ATE OF \11\.RYLAND 
AKNAPOLIS , MARYLAND 21401 

President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
30 I Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie. MD21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 
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I write to express my full suppor1 forUM BWMCs Cer1ificate of Need (CON) application to develop an 
open heart cardiac surger) program in conjunction with the Univer~it) of Mary land School of Medicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Mar) land Medical Center (UMMC). I he proposed cardiac su rger), 
research , and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care. qual it) of care. and patient 
satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Mar') land. 

UM BWMC has successful!) provided emergent percutaneous coronar) intervention (PC I) since 200 I 
and elective PCI since 2009. Hov,ever, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at 
UM BWMC means critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these 
referrals are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the patients and farther a\vay from their home and support 
system. The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC \\ill be e;..tremel) beneficial to patients and 
thei r families as they" ill be able to receive care that combines the clinical e;..per1ise and qual it) of 
UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting of UM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer 
to home\\ here they have easier acceo;s to family. friends. community supports and other resources to help 
them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availabi I it) of comprehensive. seamless. high-quality care 
at UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

/\dding further importance to a complete cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC, is the loca l 
accessibilit) to Cardiac Rehab and all follow up care for the patients. I belie'e that local accessibility to 
ones doctors will, in all likelihood, increase the patient's compliance with follow-up treatments and 
services. 

I understa nd UM BWMC's proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, including 
diagnostic testi ng. a Maryland Institute for bnergency Medical Sen ices S)stcrns (MII-.MSS)-designated 
Cardiac lnterventional Center with two procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, two state-of-the­
ar1 and fully-equipped cardiac operating rooms. a critical care post-operative care unit\\ ith special i)­
trained staff. care management services. a cardiac rehabi I itation program and other services. If this 
program is approved. I am excited that patients will have access to participate in clinical trials at UM 
BWMC. Thus, the program v'ill allo\\ cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical e;..pertise and 
innovative research in a community setting. Also, I am pleased that UM BWMC's program will include a 
strong teaching component. with cardiac surgery residents and fellows participating in patient care. UM 
BWMC has had success serv ing as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM programs. such as vascular 
surgery, urology. orthopedics, and family medicine. I believe the successfu l research and teaching 



efforts. '~ hich have expanded access for underserved residents. imprO\ cd public kno"' ledge about 
prevention, and prO\ idcd opportunities for carl) detection . 

The UM BWMC, UM OM and UMMC partnership ''i ll bring the most ad,anced cardiac surger} 
opt ions and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Mar) land. I encourage the Mar) land llcalth 
col laboration can only grow stronger with the establishment of a comprehensi\e community-based 
cardiac surge•) program at UM BWMC. Lastly. I am a strong upporter of UM BWMCs outreach Care 
Commission to grant approval of UM BWMC's Certificate of Need appl icat ion to establish a 
comprehensive communi!) -based card iac surge•) program. 

s~c;J;}[d;l 
Edward R. Reilly 7( 
Senator. Anne Arundel County 
Maryland State Senate 
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December 29, 2014 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp, 
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I wTite to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate of'.!eed (CON) 
Application to develop an open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the 
University of Maryland School of Medicine (UM SOM) and the University of Maryland 
Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardia.; surgery, research, and training program 
at UM BWMC \\ill improve access to care, quality of care, and patient satisfaction for 
patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

CM B\VMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary 
intervention (PCI) since 2001 and elective PC! since 2009. However, the current lack of 
a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at UM B\VMC means critically ill patients 
need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these referrals are to hospitals 
that are unfamiliar to the patients and farther away from their home and support system. 
The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients 
and their families as they will be able to receive care ihat combines the clinical expertise 
and quality of UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting of CM BW:MC. 
Patients will be able to stay closer to home where they have easier access to family, 
friends, community supports and other resources to help them thrive after invasive 
cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at UM 
BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

I strongly support this program and believe that patients and constituents vrill 
benefit from a local, comprehensive, community-based cardiac surgery program. 

I understand UM BWMC's proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac 
services, including diagnostic testing, a Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical 
Services Systems (MIEMSS)-designated Cardiac lnterventional Center with two 
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procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, two state-of-the-art a:Jd fully-equipped 
cardiac operating rooms, a critical care post-operative care unit with specially-trained 
staff, care management services, a cardiac rehabilitation program and other services. If 
this program is approved, I am excited that patients will have access to participate in 
clinical trials at UM BWMC. Thus, the program will allow cardiac surgery patients to 
combine clinical expertise and innovative research in a community setting. Also, I am 
pleased that UM B\VMC' s program will include a strong teaching component, with 
cardiac surgery residents and fellows participating in patient care. CM BWMC has had 
success serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM programs, such as 
interventional cardiology and vascular surgery. I believe successful research and 
teaching collaboration can only grow stronger \\ith the establishment of a comprehensive 
community-based cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. Lastly, I am a strong 
supporter ofUM BWMC's outreach efforts, which have expanded access for underserved 
resident, improved public knowledge about prevention, and provided opportunities for 
early detection. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most 
advanced cardiac surgery options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in 
Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health Care Commission to grant approval of UM 
BWMC's Certificate of Need application to eS""cablish a comprehensive community-based 
cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

~l~ 
Delegate 
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January 5, 2015 

Karen Olscamp 

The cMaryland House of 'Delegates 
A"'NAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401 

President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, Maryland 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp, 
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I was pleased to learn of UM BWMC's plan to develop an open heart cardiac surgery program in 
conjunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine (UM SOM and the University of 
Maryland Medical Center (UMMC}. The proposed cardiac surgery, research, and training program at 
UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient satisfaction for patients in our 
community and throughout Maryland. In North County alone, there is much need. 

The current lack of comprehensive cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC means critically ill patients 
need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care . The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will 
be extremely beneficial to patients and their families as they will be able to receive care that combines 
the clinical expertise and quality of UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting of UM BWMC. 
Patients will be able to stay closer to home where they have easier access to family, friends, community 
supports and other resources to help them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. 

We have an aging population in the County. I firmly believe that part of recovery includes the ability for 
family and caregivers to have access during recovery to their loved ones. This can only be achieved if 
our resources are within our community. 

Additionally, as the spouse of an emergency care responder, I know how critical care for heart patients 
can be from the time they arrive at the hospital. Removing the need to relocate them makes sense and 
allows immediate appropriate and long term care without unnecessarily relocating them. 

I understand UM BWMC's proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, including 
diagnostic testing, a Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS)- designated 
Cardiac lnterventional Center with two procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, two state-of­
the-art and fully-equipped cardiac operating rooms, a critical care post-operative care unit with 
specially-trained staff, care management services, a cardiac rehabilitation program and other services. If 
this program is approved, I am pleased that UM BWMC's program will include a strong teaching 
component, with cardiac surgery residents and fellows participating in patient care. UM BWMC has had 
success serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM programs, such as interventional cardiology 
and vascular surgery. I believe successful research and teaching collaboration can only grow stronger 
with the establishment of a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. 



Lastly, I am a strong supporter of UM BWMC's outreach efforts, which have expanded access for 
underserved residents, improved public knowledge about prevention, and provided opportunities for 
early detection. The program that has been established is an amazing example of their desire to grow 
while still being our "community hospital". 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery options 
and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health Care 
Commission to grant approval of UM BWMC's Certificate of Need application to establish a 
comprehensive community-based surgery program . 

s;~~1 
~~~ 
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UNIVERSITY of MARYLAND 
BALTIMORE WASHINGTON 
MEDICAL CENTER 

VASCULAR CENTER 

February 9, 2015 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Karen, 

301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, Maryland 21061 

Phone: 410.553.8300 
Fax: 410.553.8349 

mybwmc.org/vascu lar-care 

I am writing this letter to express my full support for the UM BWMC's Certificate of Need 
(CON) application to develop and open an open heart surgery program here at UM BWMC in 
conjunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine (UM SOM). As the Chief of 
Surgery and Vascular Surgery here, I know that this cardiac surgery program combined with the 
research opportunities and the trainees that will be part of the program will greatly improve 
access to care, quality of care and patient satisfaction for all of our patients in the surrounding 
community and throughout Maryland. 

As you know, UM BWMC family of physicians is quite proud that we were part of the emergent 
percutaneous coronary (PCI) program since 200 I and an elective PCI program since 2009. While 
these programs have demonstrated some of the best results in the state, the lack of a 
comprehensive cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC means that critically ill patients need to 
be sent elsewhere when they need a higher level of care. I know personally that patients and 
families are often confused and disenchanted when they are referred far away or to some 
unfamiliar place to have their surgery. The availability of having open heart surgery here at UM 
BWMC would be extremely beneficial to the patients and their families as they would then be 
able to have the expertise of a University of Maryland heart surgeon right here in their own 
community setting. When patients are able to have their care in their own community both they 
and their families are extremely thankful. The availability of having a comprehensive seamless 
and high quality program here at UM BWMC will greatly improve patient satisfaction. 

As Chief of Vascular Surgery, I know that having an already established, regionally known 
Vascular Center here at UM BWMC would greatly enhance and support a cardiac surgery 
program. All four of the vascular surgeons that are part of the Vascular Center here already have 
clinical appointments at UM SOM. They have all worked at the University of Maryland Medical 
Center and have supported the cardiac surgery program at the Medical Center as members of the 
Division of Vascular Surgery. Having that knowledge, support, expertise and relationship with 
all of the heart surgeons and vascular surgeons at the University of Maryland Medical Center 
makes the expansion here at UM BWMC a seamless transition. In fact, this same transition has 
already occurred within the University of Maryland System while revamping the cardiac 
programs at St. Joe's and PG County hospitals. Moreover, my colleagues and I here at the 
Vascular Center have worked personally with the cardiac surgeons involved with those 
expansions. 



I understand UM BWMC's proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, 
including diagnostic testing, a Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems 
(MIEMSS)-designated Cardiac Interventional Center with two procedure rooms and a 6 bed 
prep/recovery area, two state-of-the-art and fully~quipped cardiac operating rooms, a critical 
care post-operative care unit with specially-trained staff, care management services, a cardiac 
rehabilitation program and other services. If this program is approved, I am excited that patients 
will have access to participate in research trials at UM BWMC. Thus, the program will allow 
cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical expertise and innovative research in a community 
setting. Also, I am pleased that UM BWMC's program will include a strong teaching component, 
with cardiac surgery residents and fellows participating in patient care. UM BWMC has had 
success serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM programs, such as vascular surgery, 
urology, orthopedics, and family medicine. I believe the successful research and teaching 
collaboration can only grow stronger with the establishment of a comprehensive community­
based cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. Lastly, I am a strong supporter ofUM BWMC's 
outreach efforts, which have expanded access for underserved residents, improved public 
knowledge about prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 

As Chief of Surgery and Chief of Vascular Surgery, I know that we have the infrastructure, the 
expertise and supporting programs to make a cardiac surgery program here at UM BWMC one of 
the most successful in the State. The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring 
the most advanced cardiac surgery options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in 
Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health Care Commission to grant approval of UM 
BWMC's CON application to establish a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery 
program. 

Marshall E. Benjamin, MD 
Associate Professor of Surgery 
University of Maryland School of Medicine 
Director, Maryland Vascular Center 
Chairman, Vascular Surgery 
Chairman, Department of Surgical Services 
UM Baltimore Washington Medical Center 

MEB/Irnd 
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January 22, 2015 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Crnter 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 2!061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an 
open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, 
research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient 
satisfaction for patients iu our community and throughout Maryland. 

UM BWM.C has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) since 2001 
and elective PCJ since 2009. However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery progrsm at 
UM BWMC means critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these 
referrals are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the patients and farther away from their home and support 
system. The availability of cardiac surgery at UM B WMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and 
their fmnilies as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of 
UMMC cardiac surgeons and th<: community setting ofUM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer 
to home where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help 
them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. 1l1e availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care 
at UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

UM SOM already bas an established cardiac surgery clinic in Queenstown, Maryland. IfUM BWMC 
were to have a cardiac surgery program it would allow these patients to travel to a closer hospital for the 
same high quality care that they are cuttently receiving at UMMC. This model has had demonstrated 
success already with vascular surgery scrvic!'5. UM BWMC has provided vascular services at University 
of Maryland Shore Medical Center at Easton since October 2012 in response to community need. In this 
model, UM BWMC's existing Maryland Vascular Center expanded to an Easton location in order for 
patients to receive non-operative care and pre- and post-operative care on Maryland's Eastem Shore. 
Patients travel to UM BWMC's Glen Burnie campus for vascular surgery as needed. This allows patients 
the convenience and comfort of not having to travel across the Bay Bridge or to other parts of the state to 
receive the majority of their vascular health care services. UM BWMC has had excellent clinical 
outcomes and patient satisfaction with this model. Nearly 500 patients were served during the program's 
first two years and the annual number of patients seen is expected to continue to grow. UM BWMC, 
University of Maryland Shore Regional Health and the University of Maryland Medical Center have a 
demonstrated commitment to improving the health and well-being of Maryland's Eastem Shore residents. 
I am confident that UM BWMC will provide high quality cardiac care to our community as well and I 
support the opening of a cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. 

1n conjunction with the excellent vascular surgical support we come to know and trust from Dr. Marshal 
Benjamin's group, I would feel more confident in referring or recommending cardiac patients to the same· 
high quality institution with that potential to develop a robust cardiovascular service outside ofthe main 
UMMS campus. 



I understand UM BWMC's proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, including 
diagnostic testing, a Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS)-designated 
Cardiac Intcrvention.al Center with two procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, two state-of-the­
art and fully-equipped cardiac operating rooms, a critical care post-operative care unit with specially­
train.cd staff, care management services, a cardiac rehabilitation program and other selVices. If this 
program is approved, I am excited that patients will have access to participate in clinical trials at UM 
BWMC. Thus, the program will allow cardiac surge:ry patients to combine clinical expertise and 
innovative research in a community setting. Also, I am pleased that UM BWMC's program will include a 
strong teaching component, with cardiac surgery residents and fellows participating ln pati<;pt.!lllte, I1M . 
BWMC has had success serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM prog~aros, slich as' vascular. 
surgery, urology, orthopedics, and family medicine. I believe the successful research and teaching 
collaboration can only grow stronger with the establishment of a comprehensive community-based 
cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. Lastly, I am a strong supporter of liM BWMC's outreach 
efforts, which have expanded access for underscrved resideots, improved public knowledge about 
prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-saving research to m.ore patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health 
Care Commission to grant approval ofUM BWMC's Certificate of Need application to establish a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

%~h-/ 
R. Duane Cespedes, M.D. 
Attending Urologist 
Shore Medical Group 
UMMS Shore Regional Health 



250 W. Pratt Street CORPORATE OFFICE
24th Floor
Baltimore, Maryland 21201-6829
www.umms.org

February 18, 2015

Karen Olscamp
President and Chief Executive Officer
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center
301 Hospital Drive
Glen Burnie, MD 21061

Dear Ms. Olscamp:

I am writing to express my full support for UM BWMC’s Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an
open heart cardiac surgery program in collaboration with the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC) and the
University of Maryland School of Medicine (UM SOM). The ability to develop one cardiac surgery program in three
UMMS facilities across Maryland will improve access to care, quality of care, cost efficiencies and patient satisfaction
for patients in the Baltimore/Washington area and throughout the State. We have had great success creating similar
models in other clinical services, including the University of Maryland Cancer Network and the University of Maryland
Center for Diabetes and Endocrinology.

The partnership and sharing of resources between UMMC and UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to
patients and their families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of UM
SOM faculty cardiac surgeons in the community setting of UM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer to home
where they have easier access to family, friends, community support systems and other resources to help aid in their
recovery after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at UM BWMC
will also increase patient satisfaction and in the long-term reduce the cost of providing cardiac care services. By shifting
lower acuity cardiac surgery cases to our community hospital settings, we will be able to achieve lower costs, better
utilization of high cost resources and improve patient satisfaction.

If UM BWMC is granted approval to develop a cardiac surgery program, patients would have access to
participate in some of the innovative clinical trials sponsored by the UM SOM and UMMC. This would allow cardiac
surgery patients to combine clinical expertise and innovative research in a community setting. Through our partnership
with the UM SOM, cardiac surgery residents and fellows will participate in UM BWMC’s program as well. UM
BWMC has had success serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM programs, such as orthopaedics, urology,
family medicine and vascular surgery. I believe that our successful research and teaching collaboration can only grow
stronger with the establishment of a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC.

The System-wide partnership among UM BWMC, UMMC and UM SOM and UM SJMC will bring the most
advanced cardiac surgery options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the
Maryland Health Care Commission to award UM BWMC a CON to establish a comprehensive community-based
cardiac surgery program.

Sincerely,

Robert A. Chrencik
President and Chief Executive Officer

UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND MEDICAL SYSTEM

University of Maryland Medical Center • University of Maryland Medical Center Midtown Campus •
University of Maryland Rehabilitation and Orthopaedic Institute • University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center •

University of Maryland Shore Regional Health – University of Maryland Shore Medical Center at Easton -
University of Maryland Shore Medical Center at Chestertown - University of Maryland Shore Medical Center at Dorchester •

University of Maryland Charles Regional Medical Center • University of Maryland St. Joseph Medical Center •
University of Maryland Upper Chesapeake Health System – University of Maryland Upper Chesapeake Medical Center -

University of Maryland Harford Memorial Hospital • Mt. Washington Pediatric Hospital
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January 27, 2015 

Karen Olscamp 
President and ChiefExecutive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

1 write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an 
open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University Of Maryland School Of Medicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery. 
research, and training program at UM BWMC wiU improve access to care, quality of care. and patient 
satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) since 200 I 
and elective PCJ since 2009. However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at 
UM BWMC means critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these 
referrals are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the patients and farther away from their home and support 
system. The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and 
their fan1ilies as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of 
UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting ofUM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer 
to home where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help 
them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care 
at UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

UM SOM already bas an established cardiac surgery clinic in Queenstown, Maryland. If UM BWMC 
were to have a cardiac surgery program it would allow these patients to travel to a closer hospital for the 
same high quality care that they are currently receiving at UMMC. This model has had demonstrated 
success already with vascular surgery services. UM BWMC has provided vascular services at University 
of Maryland Shore Medical Center at Easton since October 2012 in response to community need. ln this 
model, UM BWMC's existing Maryland Vascular Center expanded to an Easton location in order for 
patients to receive non-operative care and pre- and post-operative care on Maryland's Eastern Shore. 
Patients travel to UM BWMC's Glen Burnie campus for vascular surgery as needed. This allows patients 
the convenience and comfort of not having to travel across the Bay Bridge or to other parts of the state to 
receive the majority of their vascular health care services. UM BWMC has had excellent clinical 
outcomes and patient satisfaction with this model. Nearly 500 patients were served during the program's 
first two years and the annual number of patients seen is expected to continue to grow. UM BWMC, 
University of Maryland Shore Regional Health and the University of Maryland Medical Center hav~ a 
demonstrated commitment to improving the health and well-being of Maryland's Eastern Shore res1dents. 
I am confident that UM BWMC will provide high quality cardiac care to our community as well and f 
support the opening of a cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. 



1 understand UM BWMC's proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, including 
diagnostic testing, a Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS)-designated 
Cardiac lnterventionaJ Center with two procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, two state-of-the­
art and fully-equipped cardiac operating rooms, a critical care post-operative care unit with specially­
trained staff, care management services, a cardiac rehabilitation program and other services. lfthis 
program is approved, ram excited that patients will have access to participate in clinical trials at UM 
BWMC. Thus, the program will allow cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical expertise and 
innovative research in a community setting. Also, I am pleased that UM BWMC's program will include a 
strong teaching component, with cardiac surgery residents and fellows participating in parient care. UM 
BWMC has had success serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM programs, such as vascular 
surgery, urology, orthopedics, and family medicine. I believe the successful research and teaching 
collaboration can only grow stronger with the establishment of a comprehensive community-based 
cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. Lastly, I am a strong supporter of UM BWMC's outreach 
efforts, which have expanded access for underserved residents, improved public knowledge about 
prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health 
Care Commission to grant approval of UM BWMC's Certificate of Need application to establish a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

JQld~«t! 
Chesapeake Cardiology at Shore Health 



January 28, 20 I 5 

Karen 0 !scamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) application to 
develop an open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland 
School of Medicine (UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The 
proposed cardiac surgery, research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to 
care, quality of care, and patient satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout 
Maryland. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) since 
2001 and elective PCI since 2009. However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery 
program at UM BWMC means critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level 
care. Often, these referrals are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the patients and farther away 
from their home and support system. The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be 
extremely beneficial to patients and their families as they will be able to receive care that 
combines the clinical expertise and quality ofUMMC cardiac surgeons and the community 
setting of UM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer to home where they have easier access/'' 
to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help them thrive after invasive 
cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at UM BWMC 
will also increase patient satisfaction. 

I have been a Hospitalist with the Inpatient Team since July 20 l 5 and came from a different 
system. I do feel the need for this program in the communities that we serve. I often have patients 
that prefer this hospital over tertiary care centers because of the quality of care that they get here. 
I also have been involved in academic programs and research programs in a community hospital 
setting and I know it can be done. It would be very exciting to grow as an Academic/Research 
center and at the same be able to provide better patient care. · 

I understand UM BWMC's proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, 
including diagnostic testing, a Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems 
(MIEMSS)-designated Cardiac Interventional Center with two procedure rooms and a 6 bed 
prep/recovery area, two state-of-the-art and fully-equipped cardiac operating rooms, a critical 
care post-operative care unit with specially-trained staff, care management services, a cardiac 
rehabilitation program and other services. If this program is approved, I am excited that patients 
will have access to participate in research trials at UM BWMC. Thus, the program will allow 
cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical expertise and innovative research in a community 
setting. Also, I am pleased that UM BWMC's program will include a strong teaching component, 
with cardiac surgery residents and fellows participating in patient care. UM BWMC has had 
success serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM programs, such as vascular surgery, 
urology, orthopedics, and family medicine. I believe the successful research and teaching 
collaboration can only grow stronger with the establishment of a comprehensive community­
based cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. Lastly, I am a strong supporter ofUM BWMC's 



outreach efforts, which have expanded access for underserved residents, improved public 
knowledge about prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 
The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac 
surgery options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the 
Maryland Health Care Commission to grant approval ofUM BWMC's CON application to 
establish a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

111;'-Cu~~ 
Marianne Cunanan-Bush, M.D 
Medical director- Inpatient team 
UM-BWMC 
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Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 

UMM SHORE FAMILY MED 

University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
30 I Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 
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Shore Convanl@lnt Care 
Dawn Donohue, CRNP 

836 S 5th Avenue · 
Denton, MD 21629 

410"479·5~05 I 410-479-S901 FAX 

I write to express my full support ForUM BWMC's Certincate of Need (CON) application to develop an 
open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, 
research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care. and patient 
satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. " ,. -.;-,. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PC!) since200! 
and elective PC! since 2009. However, the-current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at 
UM BWMC means critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these 
referral> are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the patients and farther away from their llome and support 
system_ Tl1c availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and 
lhdr families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of 
UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting ofUM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer 
to home where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help 
them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care 
at UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

UM SOM already has an established cardiac surgery clinic in Queenstown, Maryland. lfUM BWMC 
were to have a cardiac surgery program it would allow these patients to travel to a closer hospital for the 
same high quali!)· care that they arc currently receiving at UMMC. This model has had demonstrated 
success already with vascular surgery services. UM BWMC has provided vascular services at University 
of Maryland Shore Medical Center at Easton since October 2012 in response to community need. In this 
model, UM BWMC's existing Maryland Vascular Center expw1ded to an Easton location in order for 
patients to receive non-operative care and pre- and post-operative care on Maryland's Eastern Shore. 
Patients travel to UM BWMC's Glen Burnie campus for vascular surgery as needed. This allows paticnL• 
the convenience and comfort of not having to travel across the Bay Bridge or to other parts of the state to 
receive the majority of their vascular health cal'e services. UM BWMC has had excellent clinical 
outcomes and patient satisfaction with this model. Nearly 500 patients were served during the program's 
first t'vo years and the annual number of patients sce11 is expected to continue to grow. UM BWMC, 
University of Maryland Shore Regional Health and the University of Maryland Medical Center have a 
dClnonstrated commitment to improving the hoalth and well-being of Maryland's Eastern Shore residents. 
I am confident that UM BWMC will provide high quality cardiac care to our community as well and I 
support the opening of a cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. 

Many of oul' patients from the Easter'n Shore currently utili>e services at the Annapolis campus ofUM 
BWMC. I understand UM BWMC's proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, 
including diagnostic testing, a Maryland Institute fur Emergency Medical Services Systems (MJEMSS}­
dcsignatcd Cardiac lntcrventional Ctnter with two procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, !wo 
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state"of-the"art and fully"equipped cardiac operating rooms, a critical care post"operative care unit with 
specially-trained staff, care management services, a cardiac rehabilitation program and other services. If 
this program is approved, I am excited that patients will have. access to participate in clinical tri&ls at UM 
BWMC. Thus, the program will allow cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical expertise and 
innovative research in a community setting. Also, I am pleased that UM BWMC's program will include a 
strong teaching component, with cardiac surgery residents and fellows participating in patient care. UM 
BWMC has had SLJCcess serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM programs, such as vascular 
surgery, urology, orthopedics, and family medicine. I believe the successful research and teaching 
collaboration can only grow stronger with the establishment of a comprehensive community-based 
cardiac surgery program atOM BWMC. Lastly, I am a strong supporter,ofUMB'>\fMC's qut~J>'!f<h , , , ,,.· .. ·'· · ...•. , ,, ... ·,. , . 

..... ti¢fforts, which ·ha'ieexpanded.aeces~f!l(m!dbisen.>ed··re~ident's;·;mpfi%.Mlic'{1Wi!/i~W1~~~;<l;"P<)i;;i];f1'""'''•c~j,~t;· 
. prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life"saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health 
Care Commission to grant approval ofUM BWMC's Certificate of Need application to establish a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

Dawn Donohue, MS, CRNP 
Shore Convenient Care of Denton 
836 S. 5" Avenue 
Denton, MD 21629 
410479-5905 Phone 
410.479-5901 Fax ·,,-j' .,:-. 
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January 22, 2015 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an 
open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, 
research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient 
satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PC!) since 2001 
and elective PCI since 2009. However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at 
UM BWMC means critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these 
referrals are to hospitals that arc unfamiliar to the patients and farther away from their home and support 
system. The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and 
their families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of 
UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community sening ofUM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer 
to home where they have easier access t\) t'amlly, friends, community supports and other resources to help 
them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care 
at UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

UM SOM already has an established cardiac surgery clinic in Queenstown, Maryland. IfUM BWMC 
were to have a cardiac surgery program it would allow these patients to travel to a closer hospital for the 
sam.c high quality care that they are currently receiving at UMMC. This model has had demonstrated 
success already with vascular surgery service.~. UM BWMC has provided vascular services at Univ~ity 
of Maryland Shore Medical Center at Easton since October 2012 in response to commwiity rieed: In this 
model, UM BWMC's existing Maryland Vascular Center expanded to an Easton location in order for 
patients to receive non-<>perative care and pre- and post-operative care on Maryland's Eastern Shore. 
Patients travel to UM BWMC's Glen. Burnie campus for vascular surgery as needed. This aJlows patients 
the convenience and comfort of not having to travel across the Bay Bridge or to other parts of the state to 
receive the majority of their vascular health care services. UM BWMC has had elf.eellent clinical 
outcomes and patient satisfaction with this model. Nearly 500 patients were served during the program's 
first two yeal'll and the annual number of patients seen is expected to continue to grow. UM BWMC, 
University of Maryland Shore Regional Health and the University of Maryland Medical Center have a 
demonstrnted commitment to improving the health and well-being of Maryland's Eastem Shore residents. 
I am confident that UM BWMC will provide high quality cardiac care to our community as well and I 
support the opening of a cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. 

In conjunction with the excellent vascular surgical support we come to know and trust from Dr. Marshal 
Benjamin's group, I would feel more confident in referring or recommending cardiac patients to the same 
high quality institution with that potential to develop a robust cardiovascular service outside of the main 
UMMS campus. 



I understand liM BWMC's proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, including 
diagnostic testing, a Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS)-designatcd 
Cardiac Interventional Center with two procedure room~ and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, two state-of-the­
art and fully-equipped cardiac operating rooms, a critical care post-operative care unit with specially­
train.cd staff, care management services, a cardiac rehabilitation program and other services. If this 
program is approved, I am excited that patients will have access to participate in clinical trials at UM 
BWMC. Thus, the program will allow cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical expertise and 
innovative research in a community setting, Also, I am pleased that UM BWMC's prognam will include a 
strong teaching component, with cardiac surgery residents and fellows participating in patient care. UM 
BWMC has had success serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM programs, such as vascular 
surgery, urology, orthopedics, and family medicine. I believe the successful research and teaching 
co.llaboration can only grow stronger with the establishment of a comprehensive community-based 
cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. Lastly, I am a strong supporter ofUM BWMC's outreach 
efforts, which have expanded access for underserved residents, improved public knowledge about 
prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership w\ll bring the most advanced cardiac $urgery 
options and life-saving re$carch to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health 
Care Commission to grant approval ofUM BWMC's Certificate of Need application to establish a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

n P. Foley, MD 
ttending Urologist 
hare Medical Group 

UMMS Shore Reg\ona 
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January 26, 2015 

Karen Olscamp 

Richard Fritz <rfritz@shorehealth.org> 
Monday, January 26, 2015 9:42AM 
Kumar, Jen 
cardiac surgery at UMBWMC 

Richard H. Fritz, M.D. 
University of Maryland Shore Regional Medical Center at Easton 
219 S. Washington St. 
Easton, MD. 21601 

President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an open heart 
cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine (UM SOM) and the 
University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, research, and training program at UM 
BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient satisfaction for patients in our community and 
throughout Maryland. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) since 2001 and elective PCI 
since 2009. However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC means critically ill 
patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these referrals are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to 
the patients and farther away from their home and support system. The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will 
be extremely beneficial to patients and their families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical 
expertise and quality of UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting of UM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay 
closer to home where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help them 
thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at UM BWMC will 
also increase patient satisfaction. 

UM SOM already has an established cardiac surgery clinic in Queenstown, Maryland. If UM BWMC were to have a 
cardiac surgery program it would allow these patients to travel to a closer hospital for the same high quality care that 
they are currently receiving at UMMC. This model has had demonstrated success already with vascular surgery services. 
UM BWMC has provided vascular services at University of Maryland Shore Medical Center at Easton since October 2012 
in response to community need. In this model, UM BWMC's existing Maryland Vascular Center expanded to an Easton 
location in order for patients to receive non-operative care and pre- and post-operative care on Maryland's Eastern 
Shore. Patients travel to UM BWMC's Glen Burnie campus for vascular surgery as needed. This allows patients the 
convenience and comfort of not having to travel across the Bay Bridge or to other parts of the state to receive the 
majority of their vascular health care services. UM BWMC has had excellent clinical outcomes and patient satisfaction 
with this model. Nearly 500 patients were served during the program's first two years and the annual number of 
patients seen is expected to continue to grow. UM BWMC, University of Maryland Shore Regional Health and the 
University of Maryland Medical Center have a demonstrated commitment to improving the health and well-being of 

1 



Maryland's Eastern Shore residents. I am confident that UM BWMC will provide high quality cardiac care to our 
community as well and I support the opening of a cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. 

I understand UM BWMC's proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, including diagnostic testing, a 
Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS)-designated Cardiac lnterventional Center with 
two procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, two state-of-the-art and fully-equipped cardiac operating rooms, 
a critical care post-operative care unit with specially-trained staff, care management services, a cardiac rehabilitation 
program and other services. If this program is approved, I am excited that patients will have access to participate in 
clinical trials at UM BWMC. Thus, the program will allow cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical expertise and 
innovative research in a community setting. Also, I am pleased that UM BWMC's program will include a strong teaching 
component, with cardiac surgery residents and fellows participating in patient care. UM BWMC has had success serving 
as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM programs, such as vascular surgery, urology, orthopedics, and family 
medicine. I believe the successful research and teaching collaboration can only grow stronger with the establishment of 
a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. Lastly, I am a strong supporter of UM 
BWMC's outreach efforts, which have expanded access for underserved residents, improved public knowledge about 
prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery options and life-saving 
research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health Care Commission to grant approval 
of UM BWMC's Certificate of Need application to establish a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

Richard H. Fritz, M.D. 
Attending Physician, 
University of Maryland Shore Regional Medical Center at Easton 
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 Professor, Department of Surgery 

Chief, Division of Cardiac Surgery 

University of Maryland School of Medicine 

110 S. Paca Street, 7th Floor 
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410- 328-5842 office 

410-328-2750  fax 

410-790-8889 cell 
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Date: January 21, 2015 
 
Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 
 
Dear Ms. Olscamp: 
 
As Chief of the Division of Cardiac Surgery and on behalf of my colleagues and cardiac surgical team 
at the University of Maryland Medical Center I am writing to express my full support for UM 
BWMC’s Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an open-heart cardiac surgery program.  I 
am pleased that the University of Maryland School of Medicine (UM SOM) and the University of 
Maryland Medical Center (UMMC) is working with UMBWMC in our efforts to provide high quality 
specialized cardiac care in the region.  With this collaboration, our surgeons will be able to continue 
our mission and partner with our Anne Arundel County referring physicians to offer the most 
effective treatment plans while keeping patients in the community.  The BWMC location will 
provide our research programs and our residents an additional location to gain experience in the 
community setting.  The proposed application and approved CON to UM BWMC will improve access 
to care, quality of care, and patient satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout 
Maryland. 
 
UMMC and UM BWMC has successfully collaborated to provided emergent and elective 
percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) and with the approved CON will be able to provide our 
comprehensive cardiac surgery program in the community setting so our patients will not have to 
travel far from their homes and family members.  Our collaboration will not only increase patient 
satisfaction but provide our residents with an additional training site and provide an increased 
access to the SOM for our physician colleagues.  
 
The University of Maryland Division of Cardiac Surgery runs a highly sought-after 6-year integrated 
cardiothoracic surgery training program.  We anticipate that the cardiac surgery residents will 
greatly benefit from a dedicated rotation at the proposed BWMC cardiac surgery program.  The 
Division also has a nationally recognized Clinical Research Unit (CRU) that is actively enrolling 
patients in over 40 prospective clinical trials.  We anticipate extending enrollment in these and 
future key trials to the BWMC site - this will afford access to the latest in research-based protocols 
to the BWMC patient community and will enhance enrollment for the CRU. 
 
The collaboration with cardiac services is one of several service lines pioneering new models of 
care through integration that will deliver the highest quality of services regionally with intense 
focus on individualized patient care and patient satisfaction.  Our program will center on the 
correct care at the correct location.  The University of Maryland is a leader in many cardiac services 



in the state and has dedicated our mission and goals to providing care for the citizens in the state of 
Maryland with the highest quality of care that is back by bench to bedside research, state of the art 
equipment and highly trained physicians.  Our multidisciplinary programs are designed to work 
with our community affiliates.  Expanding our surgical program to UMBWMC will facilitate our 
mission and expand our focus. 
 
I am confident the cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC will be as successful as other 
collaborations such as orthopaedics, urology, family medicine and vascular surgery.  Our 
collaborations have the potential to strengthen our program with the expansion of research and 
teaching of our residents in a community-based program.  A partnership with UMSOM, UMMC and 
UMBWMC will provide critical lifesaving research and cardiac surgery to more patients in Maryland 
than ever. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
James S. Gammie 
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February 18, 2015 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an 
open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, 
research and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient 
satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

The UM SOM Division of Cardiac Surgery operates a clinic in the University of Maryland Shore Medical 
Pavilion at Queenstown. We are the cardiac surgery referral destination for Chesapeake Cardiology, who 
has practice locations in Easton, Cambridge, and Queenstown. In FY14 we received 57 cardiac surgery 
referrals from this group, with the surgeries being performed in Baltimore at UMMC. With the addition 
of a third University of Maryland Division of Cardiac Surgery location it will allow these patients to 
continue to have access to the world-class expertise of the surgeons within the UM SOM Division of 
Cardiac Surgery, but in a closer, more convenient location to their homes and community supports. 

I am excited that the proposed cardiac surgery program will give our patients access to participate in some 
of the clinical trials at UM B WMC, allowing cardiac surgery patients the combination of clinical services 
and innovative research in a community setting. Also, I am pleased that UM BWMC's program will 
include a strong teaching component, with cardiac surgery residents and fellows participating in patient 
care. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-saving research to more patients than ever. I encourage the Maryland Health Care 
Commission to grant approval of UM BWMC's CON application for a comprehensive community-based 
cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

Bartley P. Griffith, M.D. 

DENTISTRY • LAW • MEDICINE • NURSING • PHARMACY • SOCIAL WORK • GRADUATE STUDIES 

Davidge Hall is the historical symbol of the University of Marylai'ld School of Medicine M America's oldest public medical school, founded in 1807. 
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January 27, 2015 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an 
open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University Of Maryland School OfMedicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, 
research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient 
satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCJ) since 200 I 
and elective PCI since 2009. However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at 
UM BWMC means critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these 
referrals are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the patients and farther away from their home and support 
system. The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and 
their families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of 
UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting ofUM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer 
to horne where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help 
them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care 
at UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

UM SOM already has an established cardiac surgery clinic in Queenstown, Maryland. IfUM BWMC 
were to have a cardiac surgery program it would allow these patients to travel to a closer hospital for the 
same hjgh quality care that they are currently receiving at UMMC. This model has had demonstrated 
success already with vascular surgery services. VM BWMC has provided vascular services at University 
of Maryland Shore Medical Center at Easton since October 201 2 in response to community need. In this 
model. UM BWMC's exjsting Maryland Vascular Center expanded to an Easton location in order for 
patients to receive non-operative care and pre- and post-operative care on Maryland 's Eastern Shore. 
Patients travel to UM BWMC's Glen Burnie campus for vascular surgery as needed. This allows patients 
the convenience and comfort of not having to travel across the Bay Bridge or to other parts of the state to 
receive the majority of their vascular health care services. UM BWMC has had excellent clinical 
outcomes and patient satisfaction with this model. Nearly 500 patients were served during the program's 
first two years and the annual number of patients seen is expected to continue to grow. UM B WMC. 
University of Maryland Shore Regional Health and the University of Maryland Medical Center have a 
demonstrated commitment to improving the health and well-being of Maryland 's Eastern Shore residents. 
[am confident that UM BWMC will provide high quality cardiac care to our community as well and I 
support the opening of a cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. 



I understand UM BWMC's proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, including 
diagnostic testing, a Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS)-designated 
Cardiac lnterventional Center with two procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, two state-of-the­
art and fu lly-equipped cardiac operating rooms, a critical care post-operative care unit with specially­
trained staff, care management services, a cardiac rehabilitation program and other services. If this 
program is approved, I am excited that patients wi ll have access to participate in clinical trials at UM 
B\VMC. Thus, the program will alJow cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical expertise and 
innovative research in a community setting. Also, lam pleased that UM BWMC's program will include a 
strong teaching component, with cardiac surgery residents and fellows participating in patient care. UM 
BWMC has had success serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM programs, such as vascular 
surgery, urology, orthopedics, and family medicine. I believe the successful research and teaching 
collaboration can only grow stronger with the establishment of a comprehensive community-based 
cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. Lastly, ram a strong supporter ofUM BWMC's outreach 
efforts, which have expanded access for underserved residents, improved public knowledge about 
prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health 
Care Commission to grant approval of UM BWMC's Certificate of Need application to establish a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

S. Robert Hanna, M.D., FACC 
Chesapeake Cardiology at Shore Health 
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January 27, 2015 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I write to e>..press my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an 
open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University Of Maryland School Of Medicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery. 
research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient 
satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PC I) since 200 I 
and elective PCI since 2009. However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at 
UM BWMC means critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a bjgher level care. Often. these 
referrals are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the patients and farther away from their home and support 
system. The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and 
their families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of 
UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting ofUM BWMC. Patients wiiJ be able to stay closer 
to home where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help 
them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care 
at UM BWMC will a lso increase patient satisfaction. 

UM SOM already has an established cardiac surgery clinic in Queenstown, Maryland. lfUM BWMC 
were to have a cardiac surgery program it would allow these patients to travel to a closer hospital for the 
same high quality care that they are currently receiving at UMMC. This model has had demonstrated 
success already with vascular surgery services. UM BWMC has provided vascular services at University 
of Maryland Shore Medical Center at Easton since October 2012 in response to communjty need. In this 
model, UM BWMC·s existing Maryland Vascular Center expanded to an Easton location in order for 
patients to receive non-operative care and pre- and post-operative care on Maryland's Eastern Shore. 
Patients travel to UM BWMC's Glen Burnie campus for vascular surgery as needed. Thls allows patients 
the convenience and comfort of not having to travel across the Bay Bridge or to other parts of the state to 
receive the majority of their vascular health care services. UM BWMC has had excellent clinical 
outcomes and patient satisfaction with this model. Nearly 500 patients were served during the program's 
flfSt two years and the annual number of patients seen is expected to continue to grow. UM BWMC, 
University of Maryland Shore Regional Health and the University of Maryland Medical Center hav~ a 
demonstrated commitment to improving the health and well-being of Maryland's Eastern Shore res1dents. 
1 am confident that UM BWMC will provide high quality cardiac care to our community as well and I 
support the opening of a cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. 



l understand UM BWMC's proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, including 
diagnostic testing, a Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MlEMSS)-designated 
Cardiac Jnterventional Center with two procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, two state-of-the­
art and fully-equipped cardiac operating rooms, a critical care post-operative care unit with specially­
trained staff, care management services, a cardiac rehabi litation program and other services. If this 
program is approved, I am excited that patients will have access to participate in clinical trials at UM 
BWMC. Thus, the program will allow cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical expertise and 
innovative research in a community setting. Also, I am pleased that UM BWMC's program will include a 
strong teaching component, with cardiac surgery residents and feUows participating in patient care. UM 
BWMC bas had success serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM programs, such as vascular 
surgery, urology, orthopedics, and family medicine. 1 believe the successful research and teaching 
collaboration can only grow stronger with the establishment of a comprehensive community-based 
cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. Lastly, I am a strong supporter ofUM BWMC's outreach 
efforts, which have expanded access for underserved residents, improved public knowledge about 
prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health 
Care Commission to grant approval ofUM BWMC's Certificate ofNeed application to establish a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

73§~D~~L 
Chesapeake Cardiology at Shore Health 
Chief, Shore Regional Health Medical Executive Committee 
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January 22, 2015 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University ofMmyland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscam.p: 

I write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an 
open heart cardiac surgery progrmn in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, 
research, and training progrmn at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient 
satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PC I) since 2001 
and elective PCI since 2009. However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at 
UM BWMC means critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these 
referrals are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the patients and farther away from their home and support 
system. The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and 
their fanillies as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of 
UMMC cardiac surgeons and the cOillmunity setting ofUM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer 
to home where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help 
them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care 
at UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

UM SOM already has an established cardiac surgery clinic in Queenstown, Maryland. IfUM BWMC 
were to have a cardiac surgery program it would allow these patients to travel to a closer hospital for the 
same high quality care that they arc currently receiving at UMMC. This model has had demo.llStrated 
success already with vascular surgery services. UM BWMC has provided vascular services at U11ivcrsity 
of Maryland Shore Medical Center at Easton since October 2012 in response to community need. In this 
model, UM BWMC's existing Maryland Vascular Center expanded to an Easton location in order for 
patients to receive non-operative care and pre- and post-<>pcrativo care on Maryland's &stem _Shore. 
Patients travel to UM BWMC's Glen Burnie campus for vascular surgery as needed. This allows patients 
the convenience and comfort of not having to travel across the Bay Bridge or to other parts of the state to 
receive the majority of their vascular healtli care services. UM BWMC has had excellent clinical 
outcomes and patient satisfaction with this model. Nearly 500 patients were served during the program's 
first two years and the annual number of patients seen is expected to continue to grow. UM BWMC, 
University of Maryland Shore Regional Health and the University of Maryland Medical Center have a 
demonstrated commitment to improving the health and well-being of Maryland's Eastern Shore residents. 
I am confident that UM BWMC will provide high quality cardiac care to our community as well and I 
support the opening of a cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. 

In conjurction with the excellent vascular surgical support we come to know and truot frOm Dr. Manohal 
Benjamin's group, I would feel more confident in referring or recommending cardiac patients to the same 
high quality institution with that potential to develop a robust cardiovascular service outside of the morin 
UMMS campus. 



I understand UM BWMC's proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, including 
diagnostic testing, a Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS)-<iesignated 
Cardiac Interventional Center with two procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, two state-of-the­
art and fully-equipped cardiac operating rooms, a critical care post-operative care unit with specially­
trained staff, care management services, a cardiac rehabilitation program and other services. If this 
program is approved, I am excited that patients will have access to participate in clinical trials at UM 
BWMC. Thus, the program will allow cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical expertise and 
innovative research in a community setting. Also, I am pleased that UM BWMC's program will include a 
strong teaching component, with cardiac surgery residents and fellows participating in patient care. UM 
BWMC has had success serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM progr&ns, snch iuhrosi:iular 
snrgery, urology, orthopedics, and family medicine. I believe the successful research and teaching 
collaboration can only grow stronger with the establishment of a comprehensive coUllllunity-based 
cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. Lastly, I am a strong supporter ofUM BWMC's outreach 
efforts, which have expanded access for nnderse.rved residents, improved public knowledge about 
prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 

The UM .BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encour&ge the Maryland Health 
Care Commission to grant approval ofuM BWMC's Certificate of Need application to establish a 

=-~/z::~·-
Jo ud-Hansen, M.D. 
Attending Urologist 
Shore Medical Group 
UMMS Shore Regional Health 



Jan 23, 2015 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
30 I Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 2 1061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I wri te to express my full support for UM BWMC's Cettificate ofNeed (CON) appl ication to develop an 
open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardi ac surgery, 
resea rch, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, qual ity of care, and patient 
sati sfacti on for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

UM BWMC has successfu lly prov ided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) since 200 I 
and elective PCI since 2009. However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at 
UM BWMC means critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care . Often, these 
referrals are to hospitals that are unfami liar to the patients and fa rther away from thei r home and support 
system. The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and 
their families as they will be ab le to receive care that combines the clinical expettise and quality of 
UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting of UM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer 
to home where th ey have eas ier access to family, fri ends, community supports and other resources to help 
them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The ava ilability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care 
at UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

UM SOM already has an established cardiac surgery clinic in Queenstown, Maryland. If UM BWMC 
were to have a cardiac surgery program it would allow these patients to travel to a closer hospital for the 
same high quali ty care that they are currently receiving at UMMC. This model has had demonstrated 
success already with vascular surgery services. UM BWMC has provided vascular services at University 
of Maryland Shore Medical Center at Easton since October 20 12 in response to communi ty need. In this 
model, UM BWMC's existing Maryland Vascul ar Center expanded to an Easton location in order for 
patients to receive non-operative care and pre- and post-operative care on Maryland 's Eastern Shore. 
Patients travel to UM BWMC's Glen Burnie campus for vascul ar surgery as needed. This allows patients 
the convenience and comfort of not having to travel across the Bay Bridge or to other parts of the state to 
receive the majority of their vascular health care services. UM BWMC has had excellent cl inical 
outcomes and patient satisfaction with this model. Nearly 500 patients were served during the program 's 
first two years and the annual number of patients seen is expected to continue to grow. UM BWMC, 
University of Maryland Shore Regional Health and the University of Maryland Medical Center have a 
demonstrated commitment to improving the hea lth and well-being of Mary land's Eastern Shore residents. 
I am confident that UM BWMC will provide high quality cardiac care to our community as well and I 
support the opening of a cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. 

I understand UM BWMC's proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, including 
diagnosti c testing, a Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS)-designated 
Cardiac Interventional Center with two procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, two state-of-the­
art and fully-equipped cardiac operating rooms, a critical care post-operative care unit with specially­
trained staff, care management services, a cardiac rehabilitation program and other services. If this 



program is approved, lam excited that patients will have access to patticipate in clinical trials at UM 
BWMC. Thus, the program will allow cardiac surgety patients to combine clin ical expertise and 
innovative research in a community setting. Also, I am pleased that UM BWMC's program wi ll include a 
strong teaching comJ:onent, with cardiac surgery residents and fe llows participat ing in patient care. UM 
BWMC has had success serving as a clinica l rotation site for other UM SOM programs, such as vascular 
surgery, urology, orthopedics, and family medicine. I believe the successful research and teaching 
co llaboration can only grow stronger with the establishment of a comprehensive community-based 
cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. Lastly, I am a strong supporter of UM BWMC's outreach 
efforts, which have expanded access for underserved residents, improved public knowledge about 
prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership wi ll bring the most advanced cardi ac surgery 
options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health 
Care Commission to grant approval of UM BWMC's Certificate ofNeed application to establish a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

I 1alid H. Kurtom, MD, FAANS, FACS 
. h e~;Jpe;J k e Neurological Surgery 

Un iversity of Mary land Shore Regional Health 
Clinical Assistant Professor 
Department of Neurosurgety 
Un iversity of Maryland School of Medicine 



January 22, 2015 

Karen 0 !scamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate ofNeed (CON) application to develop an 
open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, 
research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient 
satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) since 2001 
and elective PCI since 2009. However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at 
UM BWMC means critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these 
referrals are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the patients and farther away from their home and support 
system. The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and 
their families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of 
UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting ofUM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer 
to home where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help 
them thrive afterinvasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care 
at UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. '· · ·· · 

·- ' -

UM SOM already has an established cardiac surgery clinic in Queenstown, Maryland. IfUM BWMC 
were to have a cardiac surgery program it would allow these patients to travel to a closer hospital for the 
same high quality care that they are currently receiving at UMMC. This model has had demonstrated 
success already with vascular surgery services. UM BWMC has provided vascular services at University 
of Maryland Shore Medical Center at Easton since October 2012 in response to community need. In this 
model, UM BWMC's existing Maryland Vascular Center expanded to an Easton location in order for 
patients to receive non-operative care and pre- and post-operative care on Maryland's Eastern Shore. 
Patients travel to UM BWMC' s Glen Burnie campus for vascular surgery as needed. This allows patients 
the convenience and comfort of not having to travel across the Bay Bridge or to other parts of the state to 
receive the majority of their vascular health care services. UM BWMC has had excellent clinical 
outcomes and patient satisfaction with this model. Nearly 500 patients were served during the program's 
first two years and the annual number of patients seen is expected to continue to grow. UM BWMC, 
University of Maryland Shore Regional Health and the University ofMaryland Medical Center have a 
demonstrated commitment to improving the health and well-being ofMaryland's Eastern Shore residents. 
I am confident that UM BWMC will provide high quality cardiac care to our community as well and I 
support the opening of a cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. 

I understand UM BWMC's proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, including 
diagnostic testing, a Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS)-designated 
Cardiac Interventional Center with two procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, two state-of-the­
art and fully-equipped cardiac operating r~oms, a critical care post-operative care unit with specially­
trained staff, care management services, a cardiac rehabilitation program and other services. If this 
program is approved, I am excited that patients will have access to participate in clinical trials ·at UM 



BWMC. Thus, the program will allow cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical expertise and 
innovative research in a community setting. Also, I am pleased that UM BWMC's program will include a 
strong teaching component, with cardiac surgery residents and fellows participating in patient care. UM 
BWMC has had success serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM programs, such as vascular 
surgery, urology, orthopedics, and family medicine. I believe the successful research and teaching 
collaboration can only grow stronger with the establishment of a comprehensive community-based 
cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. Lastly, I am a strong supporter ofUM BWMC's outreach 
efforts, which have expanded access for underserved residents, improved public knowledge about 
prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health 
Care Commission to grant approval ofUM BWMC's Certificate of Need application to establish a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, lj 
Mar~L~'~:~ ;-
Shore Pediatrics 
Easton, MD 21601 
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January 12, 2015 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
30 I Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 2 1061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burn ie, Ma ry land 21061 

mybwmc.org 

I am in full support ofUM BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an open heart 
cardiac surgery program in conj unction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine (UM SOM) 
and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, research, and 
training program at UM BWMC wi ll improve access to care, quality of care, and patient satisfaction for 
patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCJ) since 200 I 
and elective PCI since 2009. However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at 
UM BWMC means critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these 
referrals are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the patients and farther away from thei r home and support 
system. The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC wi ll be extremely beneficial to patients and 
their families as they will be able to rece ive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of 
UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting of UM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer 
to home where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help 
them thrive after invasive card iac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care 
at UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

I understand UM BWMC's proposed program wi ll offer comprehensive cardiac services, including 
diagnostic test ing, a Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS)-designated 
Cardiac lnterventional Center with two procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, two state-of-the­
art and fully-equipped cardiac operating rooms, a critical care post-operative care unit with specially­
trained staff, care management services, a cardiac rehabilitation program and other services. If this 
program is approved, I am excited that patients will have access to participate in research trials at UM 
BWMC. Thus, the program will a llow cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical expertise and 
innovative research in a community setti.ng. Also, I am pleased that UM BWMC's program will include a 
strong teaching component, with cardiac surgery residents and fe llows participating in patient care. UM 
BWMC has had success serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM programs, such as vascular 
surgery, urology, orthopedics, and fami ly medicine . I believe the success ful research and teac hing 
collaboration can only grow stronger with the establishment of a comprehensive community-based 
card iac surgery program at UM BWMC. Lastly, I am a strong supporter ofUM BWMC's outreach 
efforts, which have expanded access for underserved residents, improved public knowledge about 
prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 



The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bri ng the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-sav ing research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Mary land Hea lth 
Care Commission to grant approval of UM BWMC's CON application to establish a comprehensive 
community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

Larry Linder, M.D.,FACEP, FAAEM 
Senior V.P. and C.M.O. 
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Thomas Lubeski DO, F ACOS, WCC 
UMMS Shore Regional Hospital, Wound Care Center 

503A Dutchman's Lane 
Easton, MD 21601 

President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
30 I Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an open heart 
cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine (UM SOM) and the 
University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, research, and training program at UM 
BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout 
Maryland. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) since 200 I and elective PCI 
since 2009. However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC means critically ill 
patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these referrals are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the 
patients and farther away from their home and support system. The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be 
extremely beneficial to patients and their families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise 
and quality ofUMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting ofUM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer to 
home where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help them thrive after 
invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at UM BWMC will also increase 
patient satisfaction. 

UM SOM already has an established cardiac surgery clinic in Queenstown, Maryland. IfUM BWMC were to have a 
cardiac surgery program it would allow these patients to travel to a closer hospital for the same high quality care that they 
are currently receiving at UMMC. This model has had demonstrated success already with vascular surgery services. UM 
BWMC has provided vascular services at University of Maryland Shore Medical Center at Easton since October 2012 in 
response to community need. In this model, UM BWMC's existing Maryland Vascular Center expanded to an Easton 
location in order for patients to receive non-operative care and pre- and post-operative care on Maryland's Eastern Shore. 
Patients travel to UM BWMC's Glen Burnie campus for vascular surgery as needed. This allows patients the convenience 
and comfort of not having to travel across the Bay Bridge or to other parts of the state to receive the majority of their 
vascular health care services. UM BWMC has had excellent clinical outcomes and patient satisfaction with this model. 
Nearly 500 patients were served during the program's first two years and the annual number of patients seen is expected 
to continue to grow. UM BWMC, University of Maryland Shore Regional Health and the University of Maryland 
Medical Center have a demonstrated commitment to improving the health and well-being of Maryland's Eastern Shore 
residents. I am confident that UM BWMC will provide high quality cardiac care to our community as well and I support 
the opening of a cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. 

I understand UM BWMC's proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, including diagnostic testing, a 
Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS)-designated Cardiac Interventional Center with 
two procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, two state-of-the-art and fully-equipped cardiac operating rooms, a 

1 



critical care post-operative care unit with specially-trained staff, care management services, a cardiac rehabilitation 
program and other services. If this program is approved, I am excited that patients will have access to participate in 
clinical trials at UM BWMC. Thus, the program will allow cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical expertise and 
innovative research in a community setting. Also, I am pleased that UM BWMC's program will include a strong teaching 
component, with cardiac surgery residents and fellows participating in patient care. UM BWMC has had success serving 
as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM programs, such as vascular surgery, urology, orthopedics, and family 
medicine. I believe the successful research and teaching collaboration can only grow stronger with the establishment of a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. Lastly, I am a strong supporter ofUM 
BWMC's outreach efforts, which have expanded access for underserved residents, improved public knowledge about 
prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery options and life-saving 
research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health Care Commission to grant approval of 
UM BWMC's Certificate ofNeed application to establish a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas Lubeski DO, FACOS, WCC 
Medical Director 
UMMS Shore Regional Hospital 
Wound Care Center 
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January 7, 2015 
 
 
Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 
 
Dear Ms. Olscamp: 
 
I write to express my full support for UM BWMC’s Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an open heart 
cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine (UM SOM) and the 
University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC).  The proposed cardiac surgery, research, and training program at UM 
BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout 
Maryland. 
 
UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) since 2001 and elective PCI 
since 2009.  However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC means critically ill 
patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care.  Often, these referrals are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the 
patients and farther away from their home and support system.  The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be 
extremely beneficial to patients and their families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise 
and quality of UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting of UM BWMC.  Patients will be able to stay closer to 
home where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help them thrive after 
invasive cardiac surgery.  The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at UM BWMC will also increase 
patient satisfaction. 
 
As a primary care provider, I have witnessed the immense anxiety that patients have to endure when they are informed of 
the need for a heart bypass.  This anxiety is multiplied when the patients are transferred to another medical center for the 
procedure, far from their physicians including the cardiologists who are closely familiar with the patient.  The long term 
relationship between the patients and their families with the local physicians is an important factor in the long term 
outcome and over all patient experience.  The transfer of the patients to another hospital also delays the treatment as the 
new team needs to become familiar with the patient and the added steps also increase the risk of information omission and 
complications. 
 
Additionally, UMBWMC’s location makes it a prime candidate for this program in Ann Arundel County.  With the fast 
growth of the western county, UMBWMC has provided access to care to many of our residents who moved to our county.  
Furthermore, access to UMBWMC is easier for residents of Howard County, PG County and Eastern Maryland compared 
to centers in Baltimore. 
 
 



 

 

                

 

 
 
 
 
I understand UM BWMC’s proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, including diagnostic testing, a 
Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS)-designated Cardiac Interventional Center with 
two procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, two state-of-the-art and fully-equipped cardiac operating rooms, a 
critical care post-operative care unit with specially-trained staff, care management services, a cardiac rehabilitation 
program and other services.  If this program is approved, I am excited that patients will have access to participate in 
research trials at UM BWMC.  Thus, the program will allow cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical expertise and 
innovative research in a community setting.  Also, I am pleased that UM BWMC’s program will include a strong teaching 
component, with cardiac surgery residents and fellows participating in patient care.  UM BWMC has had success serving 
as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM programs, such as vascular surgery, urology, orthopedics, and family 
medicine.  I believe the successful research and teaching collaboration can only grow stronger with the establishment of a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC.  Lastly, I am a strong supporter of UM 
BWMC’s outreach efforts, which have expanded access for underserved residents, improved public knowledge about 
prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 
 
The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery options and life-saving 
research to more patients than ever in Maryland.  I encourage the Maryland Health Care Commission to grant approval of 
UM BWMC’s CON application to establish a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Bahador Momeni, MD, MBA 
Director, Out Patient Primary Care Practices 
UM Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
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Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen .Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I write to express my full suppon forUM BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an 
open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed eardiac s\ll'gery, 
research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient 
satisfaction for patients .in 0\11' community and throughout Maryland. 

UM BWMC has suceessfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) since 2001 
and elective PCI since 2009. However, the currcnt lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at 
UM BWMC means critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these 
referrals arc to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the patients and farther away from their home and support 
system. The availability of cardiac S\ll'gery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and 
their families as they will be able to receive care that combin.es the clinical expertise and quality of 
UMMC cardiac surgeOlls and the community setting ofUM BWMC .. Patients will be able to stay closer 
to home where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help 
them thrive after invasive eardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care 
at UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

UM SOM already has an established cardiac surgery clinic in Queenstown, Maryland. IfUM BWMC 
were to have a cardiac surgery program it would allow these patients to travel to a closer hospital for the 
same high quality care that they are currently receiving at UMMC. This model has had demonstrated 
success already with vascular surgery services. UM BWMC has provided vascular services at University 
of Maryland Shore Medical Center at Easton since October 2012 in response to community need. In this 
model, UM BWMC's existing Maryland Vascular Center expanded to an Easton location in order for 
patients to receive non-operative care and pre- and post-operative care on Maryland's Eastern Shore. 
Patients travel to UM BWMC's Glen Burnie campus for vascular surgery as needed. This allows patients 
ti1e convenience and comfort of not having to travel across the Bay Bridge or to other parts of the state to 
receive the majority of their vascular health care services. UM BWMC has had excellent clinical 
outcomes and patient satisfaction with this model. Nearly 500 patients were served during the program's 
first two years and the annual number of patients seen is expected to continue to grow. UM BWMC, 
University of Maryland Shore Regional Health and the University of Maryland Medical Center have a 
demonstrated co=itment to improving the health and well-being of Maryland's Eastern. Shore residents. 
I am confident that UM BWMC will provide high quality cardiac care to our community as well and I 
support the opening of a cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. 

In conjunction with the excellent vascular surgical support we come to know and trust from Dr. Marshal 
Benjamin's group, I would feel more confident in referring or recommending cardiac patients to the same 
high quality instiMion with that potential to develop a robust cardiovascular service outside of the main 
UMMS campus. 



I understand UM BWMC's proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, including 
diagnostic testing, a Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS)-designated 
Cardiac lnterventional Center with two procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, two state-oHhe· 
art and fully-equipped cardiac operating rooms, a critical care post-operaiive care unit with specially­
trained staff, care management services, a cardiac rehabilitation program and other services. If this 
program is approved, I am excited that patients will have access to participate in clinical. trials at UM 
BWMC. Thus, the program will allow cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical expertise and 
innovative research in a oonununity setting. Also, I am pleased that UM BWMC's program will include a 
strong teaching component, with cardiac surgery residents and fellows participating in patient c;rre. UM 
BWMC has had succc55 serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM programs, SIICh as vascular 
surgery, urology, orthopedics, and family medicine. I believe the successful research and teaching 
collaboration can only grow stronger with the establishment of a comprehensive community-based 
cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. Lastly, I am a strong supporter ofUM BWMC's outreach 
efforts, which have expanded access for underserved residents .. improved public knowledge about 
prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 

The VM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health 
Care Commission to grant approval ofUM BWMC's Certificate ofNced application to establish a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sin~~)p~ 
Christopher Patty, D.O. 
Attending Urologist 
Shore Medical Group 
UMMS Shore Regional Health 



Karen 0 ]scamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) application to 
develop an open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland 
School of Medicine (UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The 
proposed cardiac surgery, research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to 
care, quality of care, and patient satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout 
Maryland. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) since 
2001 and elective PCI since 2009. However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery 
program at UM BWMC means critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level 
care. Often, these referrals are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the patients and farther away 
from their home and support system. The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be 
extremely beneficial to patients and their families as they will be able to receive care that 
combines the clinical expertise and quality of UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community 
setting ofUM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer to home where they have easier access 
to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help them thrive after invasive 
cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at UM BWMC 
will also increase patient satisfaction. 

Cardiovascular disease is the leading cause of death among our patients with diabetes. While for 
non-diabetic patients, PCI has outstanding outcomes, this is not the case for our diabetic patients. 

In patients with diabetes and CAD, evidence has shown that there is benefit of coronary artery 
bypass graft surgery (CABG) over PCI with stenting. A recent trial published in 2012 

(FREEDOM trial) demonstrated that there was a lower combined rate of all-cause death, 
myocardial infarction and stroke in those patients who underwent CABG compared to those who 
underwent stenting with drug eluting stents. The most recent professional guidelines in 2014 
from the American College of Cardiologists, American Heart Association (among others) 
recommends CABG over PCI in our diabetic population with multivessel coronary disease. 
Clearly, a cardiac surgical center at our institution would have a profound impact on our diabetic 

population. 

300 Hospital Drive Suite 119, Glen Burnie, MD 21061 
410-787-4940 phone 



I understand UM BWMC's proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, 
including diagnostic testing, a Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems 
(MIEMSS)-designated Cardiac Interventional Center with two procedure rooms and a 6 bed 
prep/recovery area, two state-of-the-art and fully-equipped cardiac operating rooms, a critical 
care post-operative care unit with specially-trained staff, care management services, a cardiac 
rehabilitation program and other services. If this program is approved, I am excited that patients 
will have access to participate in research trials at UM BWMC. Thus, the program will allow 
cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical expertise and innovative research in a community 
setting. Also, I am pleased that UM BWMC's program will include a strong teaching component, 
with cardiac surgery residents and fellows participating in patient care. UM BWMC has had 
success serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM programs, such as vascular surgery, 
urology, orthopedics, and family medicine. I believe the successful research and teaching 
collaboration can only grow stronger with the establishment of a comprehensive community­
based cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. Lastly, I am a strong supporter ofUM BWMC's 
outreach efforts, which have expanded access for underserved residents, improved public 
knowledge about prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac 
surgery options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the 
Maryland Health Care Commission to grant approval of UM BWMC's CON application to 
establish a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen Prendergast, M.D. 
Medical Director 
University ofMarylad Center for Diabetes and Endocrinology 
Affiliate at Baltimore Washington Medical Center 

300 Hospital Drive Suite 119, Glen Burnie, MD 21061 
410-787-4940 phone 



 Sanjay Rajagopalan, MBBS, FACC, FAHA 
Melvin Sharoky, MD Professor in Medicine and Division Head 

Division of Cardiovascular Medicine 
Department of Medicine 

 
110 S. Paca Street, 7th Floor 

Baltimore, MD 21201 
410 328 4716 | 410 328 8527 FAX 

 

srajagopalan@medicine.umaryland.edu 

   

 

 
 
 
January 22, 2015 
 
Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 
 
Dear Ms. Olscamp: 
 
I am writing to express my full support for UM BWMC’s Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an open 
heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine (UM SOM) and 
the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC).  I welcome the opportunity to express my support for the 
proposed cardiac surgery, research and training program.  Awarding this CON to UM BWMC will improve access 
to care, quality of care, and patient satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 
 
UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) since 2001 and elective 
PCI since 2009.  However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC means 
critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care, to a hospital that is most likely unfamiliar and 
farther away from their home and support system.  The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be 
extremely beneficial to patients and their families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical 
expertise and quality of UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting of UM BWMC.  Patients will be able 
to stay closer to home where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to 
help them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery.  The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at 
UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 
 
I feel the need for the open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of 
Medicine and the Medical Center is very beneficial to the practice and our patients in Cardiovascular Medicine. The 
program will jointly work with our practice and our patients directly for better improved, quality care within the UM 
BWMC setting. 
 
UM BWMC’s proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, including diagnostic testing, a 
Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS)-designated Cardiac Interventional Center 
with two procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, two state-of-the-art and fully-equipped cardiac operating 
rooms, a critical care post-operative care unit with specially-trained staff, care management services, a cardiac 
rehabilitation program and other services.  I am excited that if UM BWMC is granted approval to develop a cardiac 
surgery program, patients would have access to participate in some of these trials at UM BWMC.  This would allow 
cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical expertise and innovative research in a community setting.  I anticipate 
that UM BWMC’s program will include a strong teaching component, with cardiac surgery residents and fellows 
participating in patient care.  UM BWMC has had success serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM 
programs, such as orthopaedics, urology, family medicine and vascular surgery.  I believe that the successful 
research and teaching collaboration can only grow stronger with the establishment of a comprehensive community-
based cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC.   
 



The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery options and life-
saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland.  I encourage the Maryland Health Care Commission to 
award UM BWMC a CON to establish a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
Sanjay Rajagopalan, MBBS, FACC, FAHA 
Division Head, Cardiovascular Medicine and 
Melvin Sharoky, MD Professor in Medicine 
University of Maryland, Baltimore 
 



UNIVERSITY ~!MARYLAND 
FACULTY PHYSICIANS, INC. 

Fa(;ulty Practic~s of th8 
Univ~rsity of Maryl;=md School of Mc:dicin8 

February 18, 2015 

Karen 0 !scamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Karen: 

Division of Cardiovascular Medicine 
Department of Medicine 

110 South Paca Street, 7th Floor 
Baltimore, MD 21201 

410328 4040 1 410 328 8788 1 410 328 7877 

In follow up to the letter of support you received from me on behalf of the UM SOM Division of Cardiovascular 
Medicine, I'd like to also acknowledge that my department referred over 200 patients for cardiac surgery in fiscal 
year 2014. With the addition of a third University of Maryland Division of Cardiac Surgery location it will allow 
the patients that we see from Anne Arundel County to continue to have access to the world-class expertise of the 
surgeons within the UM SOM Division of Cardiac Surgery, but in a closer, more convenient location to their homes 
and community supports. 

I'd like to reiterate that the UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac 
surgery options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health 
Care Commission to grant approval ofUM BWMC's CON application to establish a comprehensive community­
based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

'mJ•' 1/:i:::.MB"', >ACC, 'AnA 
Melvin Sharoky, MD in Professor in Medicine 
Division Head and Professor in Cardiovascular Medicine 
University of Maryland, Baltimore 



~ 

Ill UNIVI It'll I Y·~ Mi\RYLANO 
"'- SHORl RlGIONAL IHALrli 

January 27,2015 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

r write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate ofNeed (CON) application to develop an 
open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University Of Maryland School Of Medicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery. 
research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient 
satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCl) since 200 I 
and elective PCI since 2009. However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at 
UM BWMC means critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these 
referrals are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the patients and farther away from their home and support 
system. The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and 
their fami lies as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of 
UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting ofUM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer 
to home where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help 
them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care 
at UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

UM SOM already has an established cardiac surgery clinic in Queenstown, Maryland. lfUM BWMC 
were to have a cardiac surgery program it would allow these patients to travel to a closer hospital for the 
same high quality care that they are currently receiving at UMMC. This model has had demonstrated 
success already with vascular surgery services. UM BWMC has provided vascular services at University 
of Maryland Shore Medical Center at Easton since October 2012 in response to community need. In thjs 
model, UM BWMC's existjng Maryland Vascular Center expanded to an Easton location in order for 
patients to receive non-operative care and pre- and post-operative care on Maryland·s Eastern Shore. 
Patients travel to UM BWMC's Glen Burnie campus for vascular surgery as needed. This allows patients 
the convenience and comfort of not having to travel across the Bay Bridge or to other parts of the state to 
receive the majority of their vascular health care services. UM BWMC has had excellent clinical 
outcomes and patient satisfaction with this model. Nearly 500 patients were served during the program's 
ft.rst two years and the annual number of patients seen is expected to continue to grow. UM BWMC, 
University of Maryland Shore Regional Health and the University of Maryland Medical Center have a 
demonstrated commitment to improving the health and weU-being of Maryland 's Eastern Shore residents. 
1 am confident that UM BWMC will provide high quality cardiac care to our community as well and r 
support the opening of a cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. 



I understand UM BWMC's proposed program will otTer comprehensive cardiac services, including 
diagnostic testing, a Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (Ml EMSS)-designated 
Cardiac lnterventional Center with two procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, two state-of-the­
art and fully-equipped cardiac operating rooms, a critical care post-operative care unit with specially­
trained staff, care management services, a cardiac rehabilitation program and other services. If this 
program is approved, I am excited that patients will have access to participate in c linical trials at UM 
BWMC. Thus, the program will allow cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical expertise and 
innova6ve research in a community setting. Also, 1 am pleased that UM BWMC's program will include a 
strong teaching component, with cardiac surgery residents and fellows participating in patient care. UM 
BWMC has had success serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM programs, such as vascular 
surgery, urology. orthopedics, and family medicine. I believe the successful research and teaching 
collaboration can only grow stronger with the establishment of a comprehensive community-based 
cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. Lastly. I am a strong supporter of UM BWMC's outreach 
efforts, which have expanded access for underserved residents, improved public know ledge about 
prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and 1ife-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health 
Care Commission to grant approval ofUM BWMC's Certificate of Need application to establish a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

rtd/~ ' 
M. Christadoss Rajasingh, M.D., F ACC 
Chesapeake Cardiology at Shore Health 
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January 12, 2015 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 

655 West Baltimore Street, 14-029 
Baltimore, M() 21201-1509 

410 706 7410 I 410 /06 0235 FAX 
deanmed@somumaryland.cdu 

University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 

www.medschool.umaryi,Jnd.edu 

Glen Burnie, MD 2106 1 

Dear Ms. Olscamp, 

1 am writing to express my full support for the University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical 
Center's (BWMC) Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an open heart cardiac surgery 
program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School ofMedicine (UM SOM) and the 
University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). I welcome the opportunity to express my suppott for 
the pt·oposed cal'diac surgery, research and training program. Awarding this CON to UM BWMC will 
improve access to care, quality of cal'e, and patient satisfaction for patients in our community and 
throughout Maryland. 

VM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) since 2001 
and elective PCl since 2009. However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at 
UM BWMC means critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care, to a hospital 
that is most likely unfamiliar and farther away from their home and support system. The availabi li ty of 
cardiac surgel'y at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and their families as they will be 
able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality ofUMMC cardiac surgeons and the 
community setting ofUM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer to home where they have easier 
access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help them thrive aftet· invasive 
cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at UM BWMC will also 
increase patient satisfaction. 

The School ofMedicine will benefit from the proposed BWMC program in a number ofways. The SOM 
Division of Cardiac Surgery runs a highJy sought-after 6-year integrated cardiothoracic surgery training 
program. We anticipate that the car·diac surgery residents will greatly benefit from a dedicated rotation at 
the proposed BWMC cardiac surgery training program. The Division also has a nationally recognized 
Clinical Research Unit (CRU) that is actively enrolling patients in ovet· 40 prospective clinical trials. We 
anticipate extending enrollment in these and future key trials to the BWMC site- this wi ll afford access to 
the latest in research-based protocols to the BWMC patient community and will enhance enrollment for 
the CRU. 

UM BWMC's proposed program wjJJ offer comprehensive cardiac services, including diagnostic testing, 
a Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MJEMSS)-designated Cardiac 
fnterventional Cente1· with two procedure rooms and a 6 bed pl'ep/recovery area, two state-of-the-art and 
fully-equipped cardiac operating rooms, a critical care post-operative care unit with specially-ti'alned 
staff, care management services, a cardiac rehabilitation program and othe1· services. I am excited that if 
UM BWMC is granted approval to develop a cardiac surgery program, patients would have access to 
participate in some of these trials at UM BWMC. This would allow cardiac surgery patients to combine 
clinical expertise and innovative research in a community setting. I anticipate that UM BWMC's 
program will include a strong teaching component, with cardiac surgery residents and fellows 
participating in patient care. UM BWMC has had success serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM 
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SOM programs, such as orthopaedics, urology, family medicine and vascular surgety. l believe that the 
successfu l research and teaching collaboration can only grow stronger with the establishment of a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Matyland. I encourage the Maryland Health 
Cate Commission to award UM BWMC a CON to establish a comprehensive community-based cardiac 
surgery program. 

Sincerely yours, /) 

~lb~Jn~ 
Vice President for Medical Affairs, University of Maryland 
John z. and Akiko K Bowers Distinguished Professor and 
Dean, University of Mmyland School of Medicine 
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January 27, 2015 

Karen Olscarnp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
30 I I fospitaJ Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

1 write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate ofNeed (CON) application to develop an 
open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University Of Maryland School Of Medicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, 
research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient 
satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

UM B WMC has successfuJJy provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCT) since 200 I 
and elective PCI since 2009. However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at 
UM BWMC means critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these 
referrals are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the patients and farther away from their home and support 
system. The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficiaJ to patients and 
their families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of 
UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting of UM B WMC. Patients will be able to stay closer 
to home where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help 
them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care 
at UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

UM SOM already has an established cardiac surgery clinic in Queenstown, Maryland. lfUM BWMC 
were to have a cardiac surgery program it would allow these patients to travel to a closer hospital for the 
same high quality care that they are currently receiving at UMMC. This model has had demonstrated 
success already with vascular surgery services. UM BWMC has provided vascular services at University 
of Maryland Shore Medical Center at Easton since October 2012 in response to community need. In this 
model, UM BWMC's existing Maryland Vascular Center expanded to an Easton location in order for 
patients to receive non-operative care and pre- and post-operative care on Maryland's Eastern Shore. 
Patients travel to UM BWMC's Glen Burnie campus for vascular surgery as needed. This allows patients 
the convenience and comfort of not having to travel across the Bay Bridge or to other parts of the state to 
receive the majority of their vascular health care services. UM BWMC has had excellent clinical 
outcomes and patient satisfaction with this model. Nearly 500 patients were served during the program's 
first two years and the annual number of patients seen is expected to continue to grow. UM BWMC, 
University of Maryland Shore Regional Health and the University of Maryland Medical Center have a 
demonstrated commitment to improving the health and well-being of Maryland's Eastern Shore residents. 
I am confident that UM BWMC will provide high quality cardiac care to our community as well and I 
support the opening of a cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. 



I understand UM BWMC's proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, including 
diagnostic testing, a Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS)-designated 
Cardiac lnterventional Center with two procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, two state-of-the­
art and fully-equipped cardiac operating rooms, a critical care post-operative care unit with specially­
trained staff, care management services, a cardiac rehabilitation program and other services. If this 
program is approved, 1 am excited that patients will have access to participate in clinical trials at UM 
BWMC. Thus, the program will aJJow cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical expertise and 
innovative research in a community setting. Also, [am pleased that UM BWMC's program will include a 
strong teaching component, with cardiac surgery residents and fellows participating in patient care. UM 
BWMC has had success serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM programs, such as vascular 
surgery, urology, orthopedics, and family medicine. I believe the successful research and teaching 
collaboration can only grow stronger with the establishment of a comprehensive community-based 
cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. Lastly, I am a strong supporter of UM BWMC's outreach 
efforts, which have expanded access for underserved residents, improved public knowledge about 
prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership wiJJ bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health 
Care Commission to grant approval ofUM BWMC's Certificate ofNeed application to establish a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely. 

BenJa in F. Remo, M.D., FACC 
Cardiologist and Electrophysiologist 
Chesapeake Cardiology at Shore Health 
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January 6, 2015 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I am writing to express my full support for UM BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an 
open heart cardiac surgery program in collaboration with the University of Maryland Medical Center 
(UMMC) and the University of Maryland School of Medicine (UM SOM). I welcome the opportunity to 
express my support for the proposed cardiac surgery, research and training program. Awarding th is CON 
to UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, cost efficiencies and patient satisfaction for 
patients in the Baltimore/Washington area and throughout Maryland. 

UMMC intends to partner closely and share our resources and expertise to support the expansion and 
availability of our University of Maryland cardiac surgery services at UM BWMC. This will be extremely 
beneficial to patients and their families as they will be able to receive care that combines the cl inical 
expertise and quality of UMMC cardiac surgeons in the community setting of UM BWMC. Patients will be 
able to stay closer to horne where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other 
resources to help them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, 
high-quality care at UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction and in the long-term reduce the cost of 
providing cardiac care services. By shifting lower acuity cardiac surgery cases to our community hospital 
setting, we should be able to achieve lower cost, better utilization of high cost resources and improve 
patient satisfaction. 

The proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, including diagnostic testing, a Maryland 
Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS)-designated Cardiac lnterventional Center with 
two procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, two state-of-the-art and fully-equipped cardiac 
operating rooms, a critical care post-operative care unit with specially-trained staff, care management 
services, a cardiac rehabilitation program and other services. UMMC has worked collaborative with UM 
BWMC to plan this new service from staffing training through sharing our outstanding quality program. If 
UM BWMC is granted approval to develop a cardiac surgery program, patients would have access to 
participate in some of the innovative clinical trials sponsored by UM SOM and UMMC. This would allow 
cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical expertise and innovative research in a community setting. I 
anticipate that UMMC's cardiac surgery residents and fellows will participate in UM BWMC's program as 
well. UM BWMC has had success serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM programs, such as 
orthopaedics, urology, family medicine and vascular surgery. I believe that our successful research and 
teaching collaboration can only grow stronger with the establishment of a comprehensive community-based 
cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. 

The UM BWMC, UMMC and UM SOM partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery options 
and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health Care 
Commission to award UM BWMC in collaboration with UMMC an CON to establish a comprehensive 
community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

~-
Jeffrey A Rivest, 

Member of the University of Maryland Medical System 

A member of the University of Maryland Medical System. Affiliated with the University of Maryland School of Medicine. 
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January 22, 2015 

Karon 0 !scamp 
President and Chief Executivt~ Office.r 
Unive.rsity of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dea.r Ms. Olscamp: 

I write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an 
open heart cardiac surgery program in col\iunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, 
research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient 
satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) since 2001 
and elective .PCI since 2009. However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at 
UM BWMC means critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these 
refeiTals are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the patients and farther away from their home and support 
system. The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and 
their families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of 
UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting of UM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer 
to home where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help 
them thrive after invasive cardiac snrgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care 
at UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction, 

UM SOM already has an established cardiac snrgcry clinic in Queenstown, Maryland. !fUM BWMC 
were to have a cardiac snrgery program it would allow these patients to travel to a closer hospital for the 
same high quality care that they are CUITently receiving at UMMC. This model has bad demonstrated 
success already with vascular surgery services. UM BWMC has pro~ided vascular services at University 
of Maryland Shore Medical Center at Easton since October 2012 in response to community need. In this 
model, UM. BWMC's existing Maryland Vascular Center expanded to a.n Easton location in or<k:r for 
patients to receive non-operative care and pre- and post-operative care on Maryland's Eastern Shore. 
Patients travel to UM BWMC's Glen Burnie campus for vascular snrgery as needed. Tlris allows patients 
the convenience and comfort of not having to travel across the Bay Bridge or to other parts of the state to 
receive the majority of their vascular health care services. UM BWMC has had excellent clinical 
outcomes and patient satisfaction with this model. Nearly 500 patients were served during the program's 
first two years and the ann1111l number of patients seen is expected to continue to grow. UM BWMC, 
University of Maryland Shore Regional Health and the University of Maryland Medical Center have a 
demonstrated commitnlent to improving the health and well-being of Maryland's Eastern Shore residents, 
I am confident that UM BWMC will provide high quality cardiac care: to our community as well and I 
support the opening of a cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. 

In conjunction with the excellent vascnlar surgical support we come to know and trust from Or. Marshal 
Benjamin's group, I would feel more confident in referring or recommending cardiac patients to the same 
high quality institution. with that potential to develop a robust cardiovascular service outside of the main 
UMMS campus, · 



I understand UM BWMC's proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, including 
diagnostic testing, a Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS)-designated 
Cardiac Interventional Center with two procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recove.ry area, two state-of-the­
art and fully-equipped cardiac operating rooms, a c.ritical care post-operative care unit with specially­
trained staff, care management services, a cardiac rchabi.litation program and other services. If this 
program is approved, I am excited that patients wJII have access to participate in clinical trials at UM 
BWMC. Thus, the program will allow cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical expertise and 
innovative research in a community setting. Also, I arn pleased that UM BWMC's program will include a 
strong teaching component, with cardi.ac surgery residents and fellows participating in patient care. UM 
BWMC has had success serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM progmms, stiCh as vasi:ular 
surgery, urology, orthopedics, and family medicine. I beHeve the successful research and teaching 
collaboration can only grow stronger with the establishment of a comprehensive community-based 
cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. Lastly, I am a strong supporter ofUM BWMC's outreach 
efforts, which have expanded access for underserved residents, improved public knowledge about 
prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring tho most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health 
Care Commission to grant approval ofUM BWMC's Certificate of Need application to establish a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

C ' Z, 

Attcudmg Urologist 
Shore Medical Group 
UMMS Shore Regional Health 
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29466 Pintail Drive Suite 3/ Easton, MD 21601 

January 26, 2015 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
30 I Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate ofNeed (CON) application to develop an open heart 
cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine (UM SOM) and the 
University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, research, and training program at UM 
BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient satisfuction for patients in our community and throughout 
Maryland. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) since 2001 and elective PCI 
since 2009. However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC means critically ill 
patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these referrals are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the 
patients and farther away from their home and support system. The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be 
extremely beneficial to patients and their families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise 
and quality ofUMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting ofUM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer to 
home where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help them thrive after 
invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at UM BWMC will also increase 
patient satisfaction. 

UM SOM already has an established cardiac surgery clinic in Queenstown, Maryland. IfUM BWMC were to have a 
cardiac surgery program it would allow these patients to travel to a closer hospital for the same high quality care that they 
are currently receiving at UMMC. This model has had demonstrated success already with vascular surgery services. UM 
BWMC has provided vascular services at University of Maryland Shore Medical Center at Easton since October 2012 in 
response to community need. In this model, UM BWMC's existing Maryland Vascular Center expanded to an Easton 
location in order for patients to receive non-operative care and pre- and post-operative care on Maryland's Eastern Shore. 
Patients travel to UM BWMC's Glen Burnie campus for vascular surgery as needed. This allows patients the convenience 
and comfort of not having to travel across the Bay Bridge or to other parts of the state to receive the majority of their 
vascular health care services. UM BWMC has had excellent clinical outcomes and patient satisfuction with this model. 
Nearly 500 patients were served during the program's first two years and the annual number of patients seen is expected 
to continue to grow. UM BWMC, University of Maryland Shore Regional Health and the University of Maryland 
Medical Center have a demonstrated commitment to improving the health and well-being of Maryland's Eastern Shore 
residents. I am confident that UM BWMC will provide high quality cardiac care to our community as well and I support 
the opening of a cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. 

1 



I understand UM BWMC's proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, including diagnostic testing, a 
Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS)-designated Cardiac lnterventional Center with 
two procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, two state-of-the-art and fully-equipped cardiac operating rooms, a 
critical care post-operative care unit with specially-trained staff, care management services, a cardiac rehabilitation 
program and other services. If this program is approved, I am excited that patients will have access to participate in 
clinical trials at UM BWMC. Thus, the program will allow cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical expertise and 
innovative research in a community setting. Also, I am pleased that UM BWMC' s program will include a strong teaching 
component, with cardiac surgery residents and fellows participating in patient care. UM BWMC has had success serving 
as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM programs, such as vascular surgery, urology, orthopedics, and family 
medicine. I believe the successful research and teaching collaboration can only grow stronger with the establishment of a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. Lastly, I am a strong supporter ofUM 
BWMC's outreach efforts, which have expanded access for underserved residents, improved public knowledge about 
prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery options and life-saving 
research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health Care Commission to gnmt approval of 
UM BWMC's Certificate of Need application to establish a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

Timothy J. Schneider, MD, FACS 
Otolaryngology/Head & Neck Surgery 
tschneider@shorehealth.org 
410.820.9119 
410.820.9554 fax 

29466 Pintail Drive Suite 3/ Easton, MD 21601 

2 
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January 23. 20 I 5 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
30 I Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an open 
heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University Of Maryland School Of Medicine (UM SOM) 
and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, research, and training 
program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient satisfaction for patients in our 
community and throughout Maryland. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) since 2001 and 
elective PCI since 2009. However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC 
means critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these referrals are to hospitals 
that are unfamiliar to the patients and farther away from their home and support system. The availability of 
cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and their families as they will be able to 
receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community 
setting of UM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer to home where they have easier access to family, 
friends, community supports and other resources to help them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The 
availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

UM SOM already has an established cardiac surgery clinic in Queenstown, Maryland. IfUM BWMC were to 
have a cardiac surgery program it would allow these patients to travel to a closer hospital for the same high 
quality care that they are currently receiving at UMMC. This model has had demonstrated success already with 
vascular surgery services. UM BWMC has provided vascular services at University of Maryland Shore Medical 
Center at Easton since October2012 in response to community need. In this model. UM BWMC's existing 
Maryland Vascular Center expanded to an Easton location in order for patients to receive non-operative care and 
pre- and post-operative care on Maryland's Eastern Shore. Patients travel to UM BWMC's Glen Burnie campus 
for vascular surgery as needed. This allows patients the convenience and comfort of not having to travel across 
the Bay Bridge or to other parts of the state to receive the majority of their vascular health care services. UM 
BWMC has had excellent c linical outcomes and patient satisfaction with this model. Nearly 500 patients were 
served during the program ' s first two years and the annual number of patients seen is expected to continue to 
grow. UM BWMC. University of Maryland Shore Regional Health and the University of Maryland Medical 
Center have a demonstrated commitment to improving the health and well-being of Maryland's Eastern Shore 
residents. I am confident that UM BWMC will provide high quality cardiac care to our community as well and I 
support the opening of a cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. 

I understand UM BWMC's proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, including diagnostic 
testing, a Marytand Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MlEMSS)-designated Cardiac 
Jnterventional Center with two procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, two state-of-the-art and fully­
equipped cardiac operating rooms, a critical care post-operative care unit with specially-trained staff, care 



management services, a cardiac rehabilitation program and other services. If this program is approved, ram 
excited that patients will have access to participate in clinical trials at UM BWMC. Thus, the program will allow 
cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical expertise and innovative research in a community setting. Also, I am 
pleased that UM BWMC's program will include a strong teaching component, with cardiac surgery residents and 
fellows participating in patient care. UM BWMC has had success serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM 
SOM programs, such as vascular surgery. urology, orthopedics, and family medicine. I believe the successful 
research and teaching collaboration can only grow stronger with the establishment of a comprehensive 
community-based cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. Lastly, I am a strong supporter ofUM BWMC's 
outreach efforts, which have expanded access for underserved residents, improved public knowledge about 
prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery options and 
life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health Care Commission 
to grant approval ofUM BWMC's Certificate of Need application to establish a comprehensive community-based 
cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

Timothy J. S nahan, D.O., F ACC 
Medical Director, Chesapeake Cardiology at Shore Regional Health 
Seated Physician Board Member, University of Maryland Community Medical Group/UM-CMG 



                                                                                         
January 8th, 2015 
 
Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 
 
Dear Ms. Olscamp: 
 
I write to express my full support for UM BWMC’s Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an open 
heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine (UM SOM) and 
the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC).  The proposed cardiac surgery, research, and training 
program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient satisfaction for patients in our 
community and throughout Maryland. 
 
With over 100,000 emergency department visits per year, the UM BWMC ED is the second busiest in the entire 
state.  And given those volumes, the number of cardiac related patient visits is also quite high.  UM BWMC has 
successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) since 2001 and elective PCI since 
2009.  However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC means critically ill 
patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care.  As tertiary care facilities continue to be challenged 
with accepting transfer from outside hospitals, providing services such as cardiac surgery locally is vitally 
important to the safety and efficiency of both the patients requiring the surgery and the other patients that 
need to be seen.  Treating cardiac surgery patients at UM BWMC would allow our patients’ families to be easily 
accessible and engaged, provide them definitive care sooner, and expedite the process such that all 100,000 
patients in our ED benefit from being able to be seen sooner.   
 
Furthermore, as a community where the patient’s personal cardiologist is often fully involved with the care of 
their patients in the hospital, allowing a patient to stay at UM BWMC will permit the physicians who know them 
best to continue to care for them.  This continuity of care has been consistently proven to improve outcomes for 
patients.   
 
And finally, the ED at UM BWMC is considered a ‘best practice’ within the University of Maryland Medical 
System and with that comes the expectation that our ED is here to serve the patients of our community.  The ED 
strives to remain off any ambulance alerts such that patients are confident that they will be sent to their local 
hospital where their physicians and records are easily accessible.  This also demonstrates the strong relationship 
the ED has with the county’s EMS system.  Having EMS be able to come to the closest community hospital allows 
them to get back out to the community to care for others as soon as possible.    
 
I understand UM BWMC’s proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, including diagnostic 
testing, a Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS)-designated Cardiac 
Interventional Center with two procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, two state-of-the-art and fully-
equipped cardiac operating rooms, a critical care post-operative care unit with specially-trained staff, care 
management services, a cardiac rehabilitation program and other services.  If this program is approved, I am 
excited that patients will have access to participate in research trials at UM BWMC.  Thus, the program will allow 



                                                                                         
cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical expertise and innovative research in a community setting.  Also, I am 
pleased that UM BWMC’s program will include a strong teaching component, with cardiac surgery residents and 
fellows participating in patient care.  UM BWMC has had success serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM 
SOM programs, such as vascular surgery, urology, orthopedics, and family medicine.  I believe the successful 
research and teaching collaboration can only grow stronger with the establishment of a comprehensive 
community-based cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC.  Lastly, I am a strong supporter of UM BWMC’s 
outreach efforts, which have expanded access for underserved residents, improved public knowledge about 
prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 
 
The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery options and life-
saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland.  I encourage the Maryland Health Care Commission to 
grant approval of UM BWMC’s CON application to establish a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery 
program. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Neel Vibhakar, MD FACEP 
Chairman 
Department of Emergency Medicine 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
O: 410-787-4270 
nvibhakar@bwmc.umms.org 
 
 

mailto:nvibhakar@bwmc.umms.org
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January 12, 2015 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, Maryland 21061 

mybwmc.org 

I write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an open 
heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine (UM SOM) 
and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, research, and training 
program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient satisfaction for patients in our 
community and throughout Maryland. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) since 2001 and 
elective PCI since 2009. However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC 
means critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these referrals are to hospitals 
that are unfamiliar to the patients and farther away from their home and support system. The availability of 
cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and their families as they will be able to 
receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community 
setting ofUM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer to home where they have easier access to family, 
friends, community supports and other resources to help them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The 
availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

By having an open heart cardiac surgery program at UM-BWMC, the likelihood of patient compliance/attendance 
in Outpatient Cardiac Rehabilitation also improves. Outpatient Cardiac Rehabilitation, besides the proven clinical 
benefits, often results in improved patient social & community engagement and quality of life. Studies have 
shown that those who have high levels of social engagement also access acute medical services less often than 
others. Consequently, open heart surgery followed by Outpatient Cardiac Rehabilitation at UM-BWMC can be 
important components of an overall population health strategy that also reduces costs. 

UM-BWMC's Outpatient Cardiopulmonary Rehabilitation Department staff has the credentials, experience and 
desire to participate in a more seamless continuum of care afforded by locally provided open heart surgery. The 
American Association of Cardiovascular and Pulmonary Rehabilitation ( AACVPR) accredited Department 
celebrates its' 30"' year of operation in 2015. And two of our four full-time staff members were also staff at our 
Cardiac Rehabilitation Program's inception. I cannot think of a better opportunity for postoperative open heart 
patients to reach their highest level of function than to work with our team. 

I understand UM BWMC's proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, including diagnostic 
testing, a Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS)-designated Cardiac 
Interventional Center with two procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, two state-of-the-art and fully­
equipped cardiac operating rooms, a critical care post-operative care unit with specially-trained staff, care 
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management services, a cardiac rehabilitation program and other services. If this program is approved, I am 
excited that patients will have access to participate in research trials at UM BWMC. Thus, the program will allow 
cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical expertise and innovative research in a community setting. Also, I am 
pleased that UM BWMC's program will include a strong teaching component, with cardiac surgery residents and 
fellows participating in patient care. UM BWMC has had success serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM 
SOM programs, such as vascular surgery, urology, orthopedics, and family medicine. I believe the successful 
research and teaching collaboration can only grow stronger with the establishment of a comprehensive 
community-based cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. Lastly, I am a strong supporter ofUM BWMC's 
outreach efforts, which have expanded access for underserved residents, improved public knowledge about 
prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery options and 
life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health Care Commission 
to grant approval ofUM BWMC's CON application to establish a comprehensive community-based cardiac 
surgery program. 

arc A. Womeldotf, FAcHE,MDAIHA.M.s.P.T. 

Director of Rehabilitation, UM Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
"Helping patients and their families to help themselves." 
30 I Hospital Drive Glen Burnie, MD 21061 
Telephone: 410-787-4430 
Fax: 410-595-1983 
mwomeldorf@bwmc.umms.org 
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Board Certified in Cardiology and Internal Medicine 
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January 9,2015 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 

Jorge M. Ramirez, M.D. 

~ 
Nuclear Cardiology 

Acuedirrd 1/rx.ttar 
C~<tliakifh tub""''""' 

University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

Debajit Roy, M.D., F.A.C.C. 
Paul Young-Hyman, M.D., F.A.C.C. 

Fax 410-760-5932 

We are writing this letter to express our full support forUM BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop 
an open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine (UM SOM) 
and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, research and training program 
at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient satisfaction for patients in our community. 

In calendar year 2013, our practice cared for over 11,000 patients who live in the Glen Burnie area. During a 12 month 
period we have referred a total of 61 patients to UMMC for bypass surgery. In addition we estimate an additional 10 
patients were sent to the other open heart programs in the area. We foresee that these patients would be staying at UM 
BWMC for open heart surgery. Our experience with performing elective angioplasty has shown us that patients have a 
very strong preference to stay in their own community. Having these services available at UM BWMC obviates the need 
to send critically ill patients elsewhere. The ability to refer patients to UM BWMC's proposed cardiac surgery program 
will be extremely beneficial to patients and their families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical 
expertise ofUM SOM cardiac surgeons and the community setting ofUM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer to 
home where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help them thrive after 
having cardiac surgery. 

We are extremely pleased with the productive relationship between Arundel Heart Associates and UMMC which began 
in 2000 when UM BWMC became part of the University of Maryland Medical System and we embarked on the CPORT 
project to bring primary and elective angioplasty to our hospital . Since then Arundel Heart Associates has built a strong 
relationship with cardiac surgery at UMMC/UM SOM and we are very pleased with the care our patients receive. We 
have developed strong professional relationships with the cardiac surgeons whom we refer our patients to and often 
consult with them. 

As a world-renowned academic medical center, UMMC historically has offered patients access to clinical trials and 
groundbreaking treatment options. We are excited that the proposed cardiac surgery program will give our patients the 
opportunity to participate in these clinical trials at UM BWMC. Thus, the program will allow cardiac surgery to combine 
clinical services and innovative research in a community setting. Also, we are pleased that UM BWMC's program will 
include a strong teaching component, with cardiac surgery residents and fellows participating in patient care. We have 
had great success with UM BWMC serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM programs, such as vascular 
surgery, urology, orthopedics, and family medicine. Lastly, we are strong supporters ofUM BWMC's outreach efforts, 



which have expanded access for underserved residents, improved public knowledge about prevention, and provided 
opportunities for early detection of cardiovascular disease . 

Arundel Heart Associates has served this community for over twenty years. We have had the great satisfaction of 
participating in the growth ofUM BWMC cardiology services. Each time we have advanced cardiovascular services the 
community has benefited, lives have been saved and the health of the population has improved. We strongly believe that 
bringing cardiac surgery to our hospital will be a major step foward, by bringing the most advanced surgical care and 
research to the community. 

We encourage the Maryland Health Care Commission to grant approval ofUM BWMC's CON application for a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Dr. Debajit Roy, M.D.,F.A.C.C 

Dr. Ratnakar Mukher e, M.D., F.A.C.C., F.S.C.A.I, R.P.V.I 



N abil Badro MD 
Board Certified Surgeon 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 

301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

1 write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an 
Open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University Of Maryland School Of Medicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, 
research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care and Patient 
satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) since 2001 
and elective PCI since 2009. However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at 
UM BWMC means critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level of care. Often, the·se 
referrals are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the patients and farther away from their home and 
support system. The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients 
and their families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of 
UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting of UM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer to 
home where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help 
them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality 
care at UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

My patients as well as their families will benefit by haVing a Cardiac Surgery Facility in our community in 
Glen Burnie. It will also be beneficial for me for continuity of care and follow up on my patients after 
their cardiac surgery. It will benefit me to have my patients at a hospital that is closer to my office and 
one that I currently already have privileges. 

I understand UM BWMC's proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, including 
diagnostic testing, a Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services System (MIEMSS)-designated 
Cardiac lnterventional Center with two procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, two state of 
the art and fully equipped cardiac operating rooms, a critical care post-operative care unit with 
specially-trained staff, care management services, a cardiac rehabilitation program and other services. If 
this program is approved, I am excited that patients will have access to participate in research trials at 
UM BWMC. Thus, the program will allow cardiac surgery patient to combine clinical expertise and 
innovative research in a community setting. Also, I am pleased that UM BWMC's program will include a 
strong teaching component, with cardiac surgery residents and fellows participating in patient care. UM 
BWMC has had success serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM programs, such as vascular 
surgery, urology, orthopedics, and family medicine. 
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I believe f~ successful research and teaching collaboration can only grow stronger with the 
establishment of a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. Lastly, I 
am a strong supporter of UM BWMC's outreach efforts, which have expanded access for underserved 
residents, improved public knowledge about prevention and provided opportunities for early detection. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery options 
and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health Care 
Commission to grant approval of UM BWMC's CON application to establish a comprehensive 
community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

Nabil Badro, MD FACS 



Karen Olscamp 

CARDIOVASCULAR DIAGNOSTIC CENTER. PA 
ASHWANI K. BASSI, M.D., F.A.C.C. 
INVASIVE & INTERVENTIONAL CARDIOVASCULAR MEDICINE 

President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

We write to express our full support forUM BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop 
an open heart cardiac surgery program in coqjunction with the University of Maryland School of 
Medicine (UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac 
surgery, research and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, 
and patient satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

§{;Ia:)+ t!J. fl. ' • 
In calendar year 2013, our practice cared for __ patients who live in the /J1t() UU11!1Af6 area. The 
attached schedule identifies the number of patients we referred for cardiac surgery and percutaneous 
coronary intervention (PCI) in calendar year 2013 and where those services were provided. Our ..,. .•. 
practice's anticipated referrals to UM BWMC for cardiac surgery and PCI are noted on this schedule as 
well. Having these services available at UM B WMC obviates the need to send critically ill patients 
elsewhere. The ability to refer patients to UM BWMC's proposed cardiac surgery program will be 
extremely beneficial to patients and their families as they will be able to receive care that combines the 
clinical expertise ofUM SOM cardiac surgeons and the community setting ofUM BWMC. Patients will 
be able to stay closer to home where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and 
other resources to help them thrive after having invasive cardiac surgery. · 

We are extremely pleased with the productive relationship between UM BWMC and UMMC which 
began in 2000 when UM BWMC became part of the University of Maryland Medical System. We have· 
referred numerous patients to UMMC and have been very pleased with their outcomes, as have our 
patients. However, many of these patients would have preferred to have their surgery at UM BWMC and 
their pre- and post-operative care in their local commubity. 

As a world-renowned academic medical center, UMMC historically has offered our patients access to 
clinical trials and groundbreaking treatment options. We are excited that the proposed cardiac surgery 
program will give our patients access to participate in some of these clinical trials at UM BWMC. Thus, 
the program will allow cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical services and innovative research in a 
community setting. Also, we are pleased that UM BWMC's program will include a strong teaching 
component, with cardiac surgery residents and fellows participating in patient care. We have had great 
success with UM BWMC serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM programs, such as vascular 
surgery, urology, orthopedics, and family medicine. Lastly, we are strong supporters ofUM BWMC's 
outreach efforts, which have expanded access for underserved residents, improved public knowledge 
about prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-saving research to more patients than ever. We encourage the Maryland Health Care 
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Commission to grant approval ofUM BWMC's CON application for a comprehensive community-based 
cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

\ 

. ' 

'"," 



P 
Milrykmd (a 

nmary re 
Ptiystctans 

January 13, 20 15 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 2 1061 

Dear Karen: 

We write to express our enthusiastic support forUM BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) 
application to develop an open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University 
of Maryland School of Medicine (UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center 
(UMMC). We believe the proposed cardiac surgery, research and training program at UM 
B WMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient satisfaction for patients in our 
community and throughout Maryland. 

As you know Maryland Primary Care Physicians (MPCP) is a group practice of physicians and 
credentialed staff, including family doctors, internists, and cardiologists who provide 
comprehensive care at Len offices across central Maryland, including our Eastern Shore otlice in 
Queen Anne' s County. Our 70 board-certified providers enjoy an excellent reputation in the 
community, and while our group just celebrated its 19111 year in practice, many of our practices 
have been serving our communities for over 30 years. Our patients place their tTUst in our 
coordination of their care, which often includes referring them to the best available resources to 
meet their specialized care needs. 

ln calendar year 2014, our practice cared for 136,000 patients who live in the Central Maryland 
area. Of that total, our providers referred over 7500, or 6% of those patients to cardiologists. 
Having additional cardiac surgery services available at UM BWMC, conveniently located near 
the center of our service area, obviates the need to send seriously ill patients very far for the care 
they require. The ability to refer patients to UM BWMC's proposed cardiac surgery program 
wi ll be extremely beneficial to patients and their fami lies as they will be able to receive care that 
combines the clinical expertise of UM SOM cardiac surgeons and the community setting of UM 
BWMC. 

We are extremely pleased to be aligned with the productive relationship between UM BWMC 
and UMMC which began in 2000 when UM BWMC became part of the University of Maryland 
Medical System. Since that time we have referred thousands of patients to UM BWMC and 
have been very pleased with their outcomes, as have our patients. Ilowever, many of these 
patients would have preferred to have their surgery at UM BWMC and their pre- and post­
operative care in their local communjty. 

Maryland Primary Care Physicians views the UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership as 
a great opportunity to bring the most advanced cardiac surgery options and life-

1111 9cni1Pic1 Uoulr>Viltd, Suite 200, MiiiNsviiiP., MD 21108 • Office: (4 10) 729·5100 • fax. (410) 129 S 1/Ll • www.MI'II' 'or11 
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saving research to more patients than ever, and we encourage the Maryland Health Care 
Commission to grant approval ofUM BWMC's CON application for a comprehensive 
community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Please feel free to contact me at any time if you require any additional information. 

Once again, MPCP wholeheartedly endorses UM BWMC's CON application for a 
comprehensive communhy-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, \. 

I ( ~L--------. 
Donald P. Buntz, CEO 
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January 7, 2015 

Karen Olscamp 

SA~G C. DOH~ :\I. D., F. A •• 
1600 Cain H.ig1n.Yay, Suit{' .504 

Glen Burnie, :\!D 21061 
Tel. 410-760-6623 

President and Chief ExecL~tive Oflic:er 
Universitv ofMarvland Baltimore \Vashimucn Medical Center 
30 l Hospital Drive ~ 
Glen Burnie. MD 21061 

Dear Ms. OJ scamp: 

p,! 

l write w express my fu1l suppe1rt :-or UI\1 B\\1vlC~s Certificate ofi'<eed (CO?-:_) app:·Icarion to develop an 
open bean cardiac surger:y pro pam in conjunction 'vith the Cni\'ersity of1v1aJJ:1and School ofJ\.Iedicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland :'>.1edica\ Center (1-'M\1C). The proposed cardiac surgery, 
re::;earch, and training program at Ui\[ B\V~·1C ·will improve access to care, quality of care~ and patient 
satisfaction for patients in our communi!)-' and throughout \:!ary1and. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PC!) since 2001 
and eLective PCl since 2009. Hmvever. the current lack of a comprehensh·e cardiac surgery program at 
UM BW.MC means critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these 
referrals are to hospitals that are untamiliar to the patients artd farther away !rom their home and support 
system. 11te availability of cardiac surgery at l.'M 8 WMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and 
their families as they v;iJj be able to receive care t11at combines the. cJinical expenise and quality of 
CMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting of\;M BW\·lC. Patients v. iii be able to stay closer 
to home where they ba-..:a easier access to family, friends. community supports and other resources to help 
them tluive after invasive cardiac s.urgery. The a\:ailabilit~" ofec:>rrprehensi\"€. seamless, high·quaiity care 
at UJ\1 B\Y1v1C will also 1ncre<is~ paliem satisf<H.:tion 

I understand U~1 BW\·iC\ prc:·pcsed prograrn "\viii offer Ct<rnprel:.er1slve cardiac sen' Lees~ including 
diagnosTic testing, a Ntary!and J.nstitu::e tOr Em~rg~ncy J\.1edical S,;rvices System5 (\1IEMSS)-d.esignated 
Cardiac Interventional Center with 1:\vo procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recover~y area. tvvo state-of-the­
art and fully-equipped cardiac operating rooms, a critical care post-operative care unit with spec1a1ly­
trained staft: care management services, a Cardiac rehabilitation program and other services. If this 
progrnm is approved! I am excired that patients w~ll have access to participate in research trials at U:vl 
B\\MC. Thus. the program 1-Yill allow cardiac surgef}"' patients to combine clinical ex:pertise and 
innovative research in a community setting. Also. I am pleased that UI\.-1 B\VIvlC 's program will include a 
strong teaching component~ with cardiac surgery residents and fel1o\vs participating jn patientc.are. UM 
B\VMC has had success ser.-ing as a clinical rotation site for other U."1-1 SO:M programs, such as vascular 
surgery, urology~ orthopedics. and family medicine. l believe the successful re5earch and teaching 
collaboration can only grow stronger with the establishment of a comprehensive community-based 
cardiac surgery program at U:\1 BWMC. Lastly, I an1 a strong supporter ofl.lvl B\V\1C's outreach. 
efforts, which have expanded access for underserved residents. improved public knowledge about 
prevention~ and pro·vided opportunities for early detection. 

nte UM 8\V:\1C, l:\1 SOM and UMMC partner>hip will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-saving research to more padents rhan eve!' in Viaryland. I er..courag~ the Maryland Health 
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Can:: Commission to grar,L ~lpp•·n a~ c.f l-~\-1 BV-'lvK ·s co:; HppL::::ni0;t ~o ;,;'s:a:);;_,;-_ ;; ;:omFre~wnsi,,:e 
community-based cardlctc :o,ur;;zry pr·-•gra.~n. 

Sincerely. 

r ) "<::----.. 
~6 -

ang C, Doh, M 



January 6, 20 15 

Karen Olscamp 

~ '§r 

~ Patricia G. Gao, M.D., LLC 
Board Certified Internal Medicine 

203 Hospital Drive - Suite 2 10 - Glen Burnie, MD 21061 
4 10-760-7333 - Fax 4 10-760-7553 

President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
30 I Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 2 1061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Ce11iticate ofNeed (CON) application to develop an open heart cardiac surgery 
program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine (UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical 
Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, qual ity of 
care, and patient satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PC I) since 200 I and elective PC! since 2009. 
However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC means critically ill patients need to be sent 
elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these referrals are to hospitals that are untiuniliar to the patients and farther away from their 
home and support system. The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and their 
families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality ofUMMC cardiac surgeons and the 
community sett ing ofUM BWMC. Patients wil l be able to stay closer to home where they have easier access to fami ly, fr iends, 
community supports and other resources to help them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, 
seamless, high-quality care at UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

I understand UM BWMC's proposed program wi ll offer comprehensive cardiac services, including diagnostic testing, a Maryland 
Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (M IEMSS)-designated Cardiac lnterventional Center with two procedure rooms 
and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, two state-of-the-art and fully-equipped cardiac operating rooms, a critical care post-operative care unit 
with specially-trained staff, care management services, a cardiac rehabil itation program and other services. If this program is 
approved, I am excited that patients will have access to participate in research trials at UM BWMC. Thus, the program will allow 
cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical expertise and innovative research in a community setting. Also, I am pleased that UM 
BWMC's program will include a strong teaching component, with cardiac surgery residents and fellows participat ing in patient care. 
UM BWMC has had success serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM programs, such as vascular surgery, urology, 
orthopedics, and family medicine. I believe the successful research and teaching collaboration can only grow stronger with the 
establishment of a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. Lastly, I am a strong supporter ofUM 
BWMC's outreach efforts, which have expanded access for underserved residents, improved public knowledge about prevention, and 
provided opportunities for early detection. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership wi ll bring the most advanced cardiac surgery options and life-saving research to 
more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health Care Commission to grant approval of UM BWMC's CON 
application to establish a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

~wV· ~ 
Dr. Patricia G. Gao 



Marc Okun, M.D., F.A.C.C. 
Kevin Doyle, M.D., F.A.C.C. 
David B. Aiello, M.D., F.A.C.C. 
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Samuel Yoon, M.D. 
Kelly L. Miller, M.D. 
Andrew Zohlman, M.D. 

THE HEART CENTER 
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January I 0, 20 IS 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
3 0 1 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. O lscamp: 

We write to express our full support forUM BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop 
an open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of 
Medicine (UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac 
surgery, research and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, 
and patient satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

ln calendar year 2014, our practice cared for 15,000 patients who live in the northern Anne Arundel 
County area. The attached schedule identifies the number of patients we referred for cardiac surgery and 
percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) in calendar year 2014 and where those services were provided . 
Our practice's anticipated referrals to UM BWMC for cardiac surgery and PCI are noted on this schedule 
as well. Having these services available at UM BWMC obviates the need to send critically ill patients 
elsewhere. The ability to refer patients to UM BWMC's proposed cardiac surgery program will be 
extremely beneficial to patients and their families as they will be able to receive care that combines the 
clinical expertise ofUM SOM cardiac surgeons and the community setting ofUM BWMC. Patients will 
be able to stay closer to home where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and 
other resources to help them thrive after having invasive cardiac surge1y. 

We are extremely pleased with the productive relationship between UM BWMC and UMMC which 
began in 2000 when UM BWMC became part of the University of Maryland Medical System. We have 
referred numerous patients to UMMC and have been very pleased with their outcomes, as have our 
patients. However, many of these patients would have preferred to have their surgery at UM BWMC and 
their pre- and post-operative care in their local community. 

As a world-renowned academic medical center, UMMC historically has offered our patients access to 
clinical trials and groundbreaking treatment options. We are excited that the proposed cardiac surgery 
program will give our patients access to participate in some of these clinical trials at UM BWMC. Thus, 
the program will allow cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical services and innovative research in a 
community setting. Also, we are pleased that UM BWMC's program will include a strong teaching 
component, with cardiac surgery residents and fellows participating in patient care. We have had great 
success with UM BWMC serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM programs, such as vascular 
surgery, urology, orthopedics, and family medicine. Lastly, we are strong supporters ofUM BWMC's 
outreach eff01ts, which have expanded access for underserved residents, improved public knowledge 
about prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection . 



The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-saving research to more patients than ever. We encourage the Maryland Health Care 
Commission to grant approval ofUM BWMC's CON application for a comprehensive community-based 
cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

/&~- ~tL 
Marc Okun M.D Kevin Doyle M.D 

Kelly Miller M.D 

Cb) 
Jay Penafiel M.D David Aiello M.D 
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R. Rastogi, M,D,, P.A. 
General Medicine 
And Pediatrics 

S. lzzi. M.D •. FAAFP 
Family Practice 

R. Alegado, M.D., P A 
Ortnopeqtc Surgery 

Ha~it Bajaj, M.D. 
Ne~rology 

Walter lockhart, M.D. 
08-GYN 

Stephan Izzi, M.D., FAAFP 

Anil Chopra, M.D 
General Medicine 
Internal Med1cine 

Dar1yne Cange, D. P.M. 
Podiatry 

D. Fishbein, M.D. 
Gastroenterology 

Y. Markan, M.D. 
Hematology/Medical Oncology 

Ashwln Nanavati , M.D. 
General Surgery 

President, Arundel Medical Group, Inc. 
January 9, 2015 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, 'MD 2 106J 

Dear Ms. Olscarnp: 

Rohl<li Adhikar1a. M,D, 
Nepllrology 

P. Young-Hyman M.D. 
Cardiology 

Brian K Dragan, D.C. 
Physical Therapy & Chiropractic 

Anand Ohen<la, M. D 
Urology 

1 write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an open heart 
cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University Of Maryland School Of Medicine (UM SOM) and the University Of 
Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve 
access to care, quality of care, and patient satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) since 2001 and elective PCT 
since 2009. However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC means critically iiJ patients 
need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these referrals are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the patients and 
farther away from their home and suppott system. The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC wi II be extremely beneficial 
to patients and their families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of UMMC cardiac 
stu·geons and the community setting ofUM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer to home where they have easier access to 
family, friends, community supports and other resources to help them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of 
comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care atUM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 
Although rare, the time required to transport patients with severe cardiac morbidity to a faciHty that offers a surgery program may 
severely undermine optimal outcomes. 

l understand UM BWMC's proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, including diagnostic testing, a 
Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS)-designated Cardiac lnterventional Center with two 
procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, two state-of-the-art and fully-equjpped cardiac operating rooms, a critical care 
post-operative care unit with specially-trained staff, care management services, a cardiac rehabilitation program and other services. 
If tl1is program is approved, I am excited that patients will have access to pruticipate in research trials at UM BWMC. Thus, the 
program will allow cardiac surgery patients to combine cJini.cal expert.ise and innovative research in a community setting. AJso, I 
am pleased that UM B WMC's program will include a strong teaching component, with cardiac surgery residents and fellows 
participating in patient care. UM BWMC has'had success serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM programs, such as 
vascular surgery, urology, orthopedics, and family medicine. J believe the successful research and teaching collaboration can only 
grow stronger with the establishment of a comprehensive community-based cardiac sw·gery program at UM BWMC. Lastly, I am 
a strong supporter ofUM BWMC's outreach efforts, which have expanded access for underserved residents, improved public 
knowledge about prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 
The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery options and life-saving research 
to ore atients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health Care Commission to grant approval ofUM BWMC's 
0 N ap · n to establish a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program . 

. FAAFP 
edical Group, Inc. 

SI/jr 

\ 
Arundel Medical Building 7575 Ritchie Highway Glen Burnie, Maryland 21061 

Phone (410) 766-1444 Fax (410) 766-9453 



February 11, 2015 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

Chase Brexton Health Care 
/Jem 11.<e Ct'eJyc>~~e:~ he,i/Jh Jl lllffl'f.< 

On behalf of Chase Brexton Health Care, I write to express our full support forUM BWMC' s 
Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an open heart cardiac surgery program in 
conjunction with the University Of Maryland School OfMedicine (UM SOM) and the 
University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, research, and 
training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient 
satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland, while also reducing health 
disparities among minority, low-income and other disadvantaged populations. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) since 
2001 and elective PCI since 2009. However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac 
surgery program at UM BWMC means critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a 
higher level care. Often, these referrals are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the patients and 
farther away from their home and support system. The availability of cardiac surgery at UM 
BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and their families as they will be able to receive 
care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of UMMC cardiac surgeons and the 
community setting ofUM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer to home where they have 
easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help them thrive after 
invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at UM 
BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

We are strong suppmiers ofUM BWMC' s outreach efforts, which have expanded access for 
underserved residents, improved public knowledge about prevention, and provided opportunities 
for early detection. This is especially impm1ant to the population that we serve in Anne Arundel 
County. Our two organizations have forged a strong partnership that is improving the access to 
care in our area. The proposed program will enhance that effort. 

I strongly encourage the Maryland Health Care Commission to grant approval ofUM BWMC's 
CON application to establish a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

on 
Chief Executive Officer 

1111 North Charles Street • Baltimore, MD 21201 • T 410-837-2050 • F 410-837-2071 • ChaseBrexton .org 



Anne Arundel County Mental Health Agency, Inc 
PO Box 6675, MS 3230 Sponsor of Anne Arundel County's 
1 Truman Parkway, Suite 101 information website: www.networkofcare.org 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
Adrienne Mickler, CPA, MS, Executive Director 
Frank Sullivan, LCSW-C, Executive Director, Emeritus 

January 22, 2015 

Ms. Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Bumie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

Web Site: www.aamentalhealth.org 
Email: mhaaac@aol.com 
Phone: 410-222-7858 
Fax: 410-222-7881 

On behalf of Anne Arundel County Mental Health Agency, Inc. (AACMHA) I write to express our full 
support forUM BWMC's Ce1tificate of Need (CON) application to develop an open heart cardiac surgery 
program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine (UM SOM) and the 
University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, research, and training 
program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient satisfaction for patients 
in our community and throughout Maryland, while also reducing health disparities among minority, low­
income and other disadvantaged populations. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) since 200 I 
and elective PCI since 2009. However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at 
UM BWMC means critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these 
referrals are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the patients and farther away from their home and support 
system. The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and 
their families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of 
UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting of UM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer 
to home where they have easier access to family, friends, community suppmts and other resources to help 
them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care 
at UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

We are strong supporters ofUM BWMC's outreach efforts, which have expanded access for underserved 
residents, improved public knowledge about prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 

As many of our behavioral health consumers also have comorbid medical conditions, this partnership 
with UM BWMC' s medical staff has been invaluable. This is the only hospital in the county that can 
serve psychiatric patients experiencing medical conditions on an inpatient basis. 

AACMHA works in very close collaboration with UM BWMC's ER staff to get appointments for 
uninsured patients who need to be seen quickly. Currently, designated AACMHA staff work with the 
UM BWMC Psychiatric Unit staff in planning for discharge and in expediting with the Omni House 
Program a rapid intake and follow through for continued psychiatric and rehabilitation services. 

Board of Directors 
Lynn Krause; Chairman; Janet Owens, Board Emeritus; Pam Brown; Jinlene Chan; Kevin Davis, Rodney Davis; 

Michael Irwin; Phillip Livingstone ; Michael Maher; Phyllis Marshall; Rosalie Mallonee; Sheryl Menendez; 
Kathy Miller, Yevola Peters, Livia Pazourek; Sheryl Sparer 



We support the concept ofUM BWMC's Bridge Program which addresses intermediate psychiatric care 
not only for patients who have been diagnosed with mental illness, but for patients who are suffering 
emotionally from recent surgeries. 

This alliance has been critical in sustaining the positive outcomes the Agency has experienced. Because of 
these and other innovative practices and our collaboration with UM BWMC, we are able to serve our citizens in the 
most effective and appropriate setting as quickly as possible. 

I strongly encourage the Maryland Health Care Commission to grant approval ofUM BWMC's CON 
application to establish a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

--Y4-~ u V1uJ~ 
Adrienne Mickler j 
Executive Director 

Board of Directors 
Lynn Krause; Chairman; Janet Owens, Board Emeritus; Pam Brown; Jinlene Chan; Kevin Davis, Rodney Davis; 

Michael Irwin; Phillip Livingstone ; Michael Maher; Phyllis Marshall; Rosalie Mallonee; Sheryl Menendez; 
Kathy Miller, Yevola Peters, Livia Pazourek; Sheryl Sparer 
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Karen Olscamp 

~ ... 

Ill UNlVERSlTYofMARYLAND 
~ BALTIMORE WASHINGTON 

ADULT &SENIOR CARE 

President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate ofNeed (CON) application to develop an 
open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, 
research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient 
satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) since 2001 
and elective PCI since 2009. However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at 
UM BWMC means critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these 
referrals are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the patients and farther away from their home and support 
system. The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and 
their families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of 
UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting ofUM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer 
to home where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help 
them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care 
at UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

I understand UM BWMC's proposed program will offer comprehensive cardiac services, including 
diagnostic testing, a Maryland Institute for Emergency Medical Services Systems (MIEMSS)-designated 
Cardiac Jnterventional Center with two procedure rooms and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, two state-of-the­
art and fully-equipped cardiac operating rooms, a critical care post-operative care unit with specially­
trained staff, care management services, a cardiac rehabilitation program and other services. If this 
program is approved, I am excited that patients will have access to participate in research trials at UM 
BWMC. Thus, the program will allow cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical expertise and 
innovative research in a community setting. Also, I am pleased that UM BWMC's program will include a 
strong teaching component, with cardiac surgery residents and fellows participating in patient care. UM 
BWMC has had success serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM programs, such as vascular 
surgery, urology, orthopedics, and family medicine. I believe the successful research and teaching 
collaboration can only grow stronger with the establishment of a comprehensive community-based 
cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. Lastly, I am a strong supporter ofUM BWMC's outreach 
efforts, which have expanded access for underserved residents, improved public knowledge about 
prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 



The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health 
Care Commission to grant approval ofUM BWMC's CON application to establish a comprehensive 
community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

Mohit Nc1Ji, MD 
Baltimore Vt~shoriloton Adult & Senior Cll8 

SCet VG::arni'ls H'Ny Ste 200 
Millersvilleo MD 21108 

410-553-8092 



MAHESH S. OCHANEY, M.D. 

.;!",-. 

Karen Olscamp 

INTERNAL MEOJCINE 

325 Hospital Drive, Suite 208 
Glen Burnie, Maryland 21061 

Phone 410-768-4700 '" 
Fax 410-768-4460 

President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
30 I Hospital Drive 
Glen Bumie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: '•: .. 
I write to express my full support ofUM BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) application to 
develop an open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland 
School of Medicine (UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The 
proposed cardiac surgery, research, and training.program at UM BWMC will improve access to 
care, quality of care, and patient satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout 
Maryland. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intetvention (Pel) since 
2001 and elective PCI since 2009. However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery 
program at UM BWMC means critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for higher level 
care. Often, these referrals are hospitals that are unfamiliar to the patients and farther away from 
their home and support system. The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be 
extremely beneficial to patients and their families as they will be able to receive care that 
combines the clinical expertise and quality of UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community 
setting ofUM BMWC. Patients will be able to stay closer to home where they have easier access 
to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help then thrive after invasive 
cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at UM BWMC 
will also increase patient satisfaction .. 

I understand UM BWMC's proposed.p!:tJgramwill qffer.comp~eh\l!!!·¥~ c;lfdi,l!-~ iiei'VJces,,, . " 
inc.luding diaWJ_. ?stic testing,.a_}faryland ~nstitute, for E~fergency ¥,~ ... _:~1.~~. ,i_·~.·. ·.·.§.yJ .. ~-. ~;;s •<• 
(MIEMSS)-deslgnated Cardiac Interventlonal center With two proq. . e rooms,l!nq,{i ~~e<lt . 
prep/recovery area, two state-of -the-art and fully equipped cardiac operation rooms, a critical 
care post-operative care unit with specially-trained staff, care management services, a cardiac 
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rehabilitation program and other services. If this progrnm is approved, I am excited that plllients 
will have access to participate in research trials at UM BWMC. Thus, the program will allow 
cardiac surgery patients to combine clinical expertise and innovative research in a community 
setting. Also, I am pleased that UM BWMC's program will include a strong teaching component, 
with cardiac surgery residents and fellows 'participating in patient care .. U)\If bad 
success serving as a clinical rotation site for other UM SOM · 

can grow ~~!!~:~~~"~~~@\~;;~!~';~·; ~~iic 
based cardiac surgery program at BMWC. Lastly, I am a strong supporter oi~M 
outreach efforts, which have expanded access for underserved residents, improved public 
knowledge about prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac 
surgery options and life-saving research to more patients that ever in Maryland. r. encourage the 
Maryland Heath Care Commission to grant approval ofUM BWMC's CON application to 
establish a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

Mahesh Ochaney, MD 

r:·· ... '/;..-)1 

'· 



MARYLAND HEART ASSOCIATES, LLC 
1401 Madison Park Drive 

Susheel K. Sharma, M.D. 

January 9, 2015 

Karen Olscamp 

Glen Bumie, Maryland 21061 
410-761-8007 Fa" 410-76fJ..8677 

Salman M. Malik, M:.D. Cry;tru V. Walker 

President and Chief Executive Officer 

Univer5ity of Maryland Baltimore \Vashington Medical Center 

301 Hospital Driw 

Glen Burnie, MD 21 061 

Dear Ms. Ol.scamp, 

I write to express my full support for UM B\lv'MC' s certificate ofNeed (CON) 
application to develop an open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the 
University OfMaryland School Of Medicine (UM SOM) and the University of Maryland 
Medical center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, research, and !raining program 
at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient satisfaction for 
patients in our commtmity and throughout Maryland. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous intervention (PC!) since 
2001 and elective PCJ since 2009. HoV;'ever, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac 
surgery program at UM B\\l'v!C means critically ill patients n<;ed to be sent elsewhere for 
a higher level of care. OfTen. these referral are •.o that :;:re unfan<iliar cO the patients and 
farther away from their hom~ and support systen1. Thr~~ .availability of cardiac surgery at 
UM B\VMC "'-ill be ~xtremely benetlcial to pa,:ients and their f:a1Tiiiies as they \\ill be 
able to receive care that combines the clinical ooxpcrtise and quality of UMMC cardiac 
surgeons and the community setting oftJivl B\VJV!C. Patient will be able to stay closer to 
home where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and ot11er 
resources to help them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of 
comprehensive, seamless, high -quality care at UM BWMC will also increase patient 
satisfaction. 



I understand UM B\11-'MC's proposed program v..iU offer comprehensive cardiac services, 
including diagnostic testing, a Maryland Institute for Emergency 1v!edical services 
Systems (MIEMSS)- designated Cardiac Interventional Center with two procedure rooms 
and a 6 bed prep/recovery area, 1:\vo state ofth( 8.rt and fully equipped cardiac operating 
rooms, a critical care post-operative care unit ·with specially-trained staff, care 
management services, a cardiac rehabilitation program and other services. lfthis program 
is approved. I am excited that patient will have ~ccess to participate in research trials at 
UM BWMC. Thus, the program vv'ill allow cardiac surgery patients te combine cliniC<11 
expertise and innovative research in a comrnunicy setting. AlBo, l run pleased that UM 
BWMC's program will include a strong teaching component, with cardiac surgery 
residents and fellows participating ·in patient care. UM BWMC has had success serving as 
a clinical rotation site for other UJvl SOM prograins, such as vascular surgery, urology, 
orthopedics and family medicine. I believe the successful research and teaching 
collaboration can only grow stronger with the establishment of a comprehensive 
community-based cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. Lastly, lam a strong 
supporter of UN! BVl:V1C's outreach efforts. which have expanded access for underserved 
residents, improves public knowledge about prevention, and pmvided opportunities for 
early detection. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and TJl\I!MC partnership v.ill bring the most advanced 
cardiac surgery options and life savings research to more patients than ever in Maryland. 
I encourage the ~!aryland Health Care Commi<>sion to grant approval ofUM BWMC's 
CON application to establish a comprehensive conmJunity,bas•;d cardia.; surgery 
program. 

Sincerely. 

~' 
Susheel K. Sharma M.D. F.A.C.C 
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LETTERS OF SUPPORT 

— INDIVIDUALS — 

  



Date: 0 ;jo $1 
Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
30 I Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an 
open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Ma1yland School of Medicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, 
research, and training program at UM BWMC wi ll improve access to care, quality of care, and patient 
satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Ma1yland. 

. 
The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and their 
families as they wi ll be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality ofUMMC 
cardiac surgeons and the community setting ofUM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer to home 
where they have easier access to family, friends, community suppo1ts and other resources to help them 
thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at 
UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

I know first-hand the benefits of receiving card iac care clostlr to home. I am currently being treated for 
outpatient card iovascular rehabilitation at UM BWMC. T would very much like forUM BWMC to be 
able to offer a cardiac surge1y program. It is comforting to know that if I ever need a higher level of care 
that I wi ll be able to remain close to home and in a comfortable setting while still being able to receive 
outstanding care from UMMC cardiac surgeons. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health 
Care Commission to grant approval ofUM BWMC's Certificate ofNeed application to establish a 
comprehensive mmunity-based cardiac surgery program. 

Printed Name: /J r'f-lt Ur 



January 14, 2015 

Ms. Karen Olscamp 

President and Chief Executive Officer 

University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 

301 Hospital Drive 

Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) application 

to develop an open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of 

Maryland School of Medicine (UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center 

(UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, research, and training program at UM BWMC will 

improve access to care, quality of care, and patient satisfaction for patients in our community 

and throughout Maryland. 

The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients 

and their families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and 

quality of UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting of UM BWMC. Patients will be 

able to stay closer to home where they have easier access to family, friends, community 

supports and other resources to help them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability 

of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at UM BWMC will also increase patient 

satisfaction. 

I know first-hand the benefits of receiving cardiac care closer to home. I am currently 

being treated for outpatient cardiovascular rehabilitation at UM BWMC. I would very much like 

for UM BWMC to be able to offer a cardiac surgery program. It is comforting to know that if I 

ever need a higher level of care that I will be able to remain close to home and in a comfortable 

setting while still being able to receive outstanding care from UMMC cardiac surgeons. 

(1) 



I had to undergo quadruple by-pass heart surgery in September, 2010, at the University 

of Maryland Hospital in Baltimore City. I was extremely grateful for the expertise of my 

surgeon and the excellent quality care and compassion I received from everyone involved. The 

only downside was the long trips my family and friends had to make to visit me in an unfamiliar 

and confusing area (Baltimore City) and the associated parking difficulties. Having a facility at 

UM BWMC would be a much greater convenience should I ever need cardiac surgery or any 

other form of cardiac care in the future. Also, having been a four year participant in the cardiac 

rehab program offered at UM BWMC has benefited me significantly. My cardiac Doctor 

continues to encourage me to stay with that program. Had the program only been available at 

the University of Maryland Hospital in Baltimore City, I would not have participated. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac 

surgery options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage 

the Maryland Health Care Commission to grant approval of UM BWMC's Certificate of Need 

application to establish a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

ct:.:!~ 
7965 Frances LN 

Pasadena, MD 21122 

Telephone: 410-255-5325 

(2) 



Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University ofMaryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I send this letter in support of your submission of a "Certificate ofNeed" so you can 
develop an open heart cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC. A county with the 
population size of Anne Arundel should have a hospital that can perform heart 
operations. 

I am currently an out patient at the cardiovascular rehab. Center at UM BWMC and 
have been since August, 2013. On July 11, 2013 I had by-pass surgery (5) at the 
University of Maryland Medical Center after being transferred from BWMC, by 
ambulance, that same day. My family felt grateful the day of my emergency that BWMC 
immediately diagnosed my needs and made a speedy transfer to UMMC. From previous 
operations I understand how busy UMMC can be. 

That Thursday (July 11) I remember my wife coming into my room where they were 
preparing me for transfer and being told that I had a "pump" assisting my heart. That was 
basically the last time I remember seeing or talking to my wife until July 15.Which brings 
me to why, personally, I support UM BWMC' s request 

During the period of time I was in UMMC (July 11-17) my wife made the trip to 
Baltimore each day. Not comfortable with driving in Baltimore she would drive to Glen 
Burnie and take the light rail. This made some tough days even tougher. ( As an aside, 
this was my third operation at UMMC in a year. The first Kath had to travel when the car 
race was taking place and the second when the Raven's parade was going on.) Not having 
to be transferred from BWMC to UMMC would be a blessing for a family. 

It is my understanding that this partnership would include the high class services that I 
received at both hospitals. I thank both hospitals for what they have done for me and the 
caring they have shown. An example would be when my heart operation ended Dr. 
Bradley Taylor came to see my wife (about 8:30 pm). Realizing she was alone, he 
personally escorted her to my room. 

I hope this letter will be of support to your "Certificate of Need". 

Yours Truly; 

~::.~ 



nate ~ ~ )of:; 
t/ ... 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Univers ity of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
30 I Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an 
open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School ofMedicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, 
research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient 
satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

. 
The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and their 
families as they wi ll be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quali ty ofUMMC 
cardiac surgeons and the community setting ofUM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer to home 
where they have easier access to fami ly, friends, community supports and other resources to help them 
thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quali ty care at 
UM BWMC wi ll also increase patient satisfaction. 

I know first-hand the benefits of receiving cardiac care closer to home. I am currently being treated for 
outpatient cardiovascular rehabilitation at UM BWMC. l would very much like forUM BWMC to be 
able to offer a cardiac surgery program. It is comf01ting to know that if I ever need a higher level of care 
that l will be able to remain close to home and in a comfortable setting while still being able to receive 
outstanding care from UMMC cardiac surgeons. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership wi ll bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. l encourage the Maryland Health 
Care Commission to grant approval ofUM BWMC's Certificate of Need application to establish a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

PrinteciName:/l/AtZf[) D~/f/vG(OL~ /// 



January 14, 2015 

Karen Olscamp 
President and ChiefExecutive Officer 
University ofMaryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I am writing to express my full support for the University ofMaryland Baltimore 
Washington Medical Center Certificate ofNeed (CON) application to develop an open 
heat1 cardiac surgery program. It is my understanding that this program would be in 
conjunction with University ofMaryland School of Medicine and University ofMaryland 
Medical Center. 

I have had surgeries and procedures at UM BWMC and UMMC, I know the benefits of 
being closer to home, not only to myself but to my family. 

Knowing that I could be closer to home and receiving the expert care that I needed as a 
cardiac bypass patient would prove less stressfitl on all of us. 

I am currently in the Outpatient Cardiovascular Rehabilitation program at UM BWMC. I 
am a Pasadena Resident and I know the convenience of being closer to home and 
receiving quality care. 

l believe that the UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will provide more 
Maryland patients with the most advanced cardiac surgery options and life saving 
research. 

l encourage the Maryland Health Care Commission to grant approval ofUM BWMC's 
Certificate ofNeed application to establish a comprehensive community-based Cardiac 
Surgery program. 



Date: ~ J 2 } /.5 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
30 I Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate ofNeed (CON) application to develop an 
open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, 
research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient 
satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

. 
The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and their 
families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of UMMC 
cardiac surgeons and the community setting ofUM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer to home 
where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help them 
thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availabi lity of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at 
UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

I kn ow first-hand the benefits of receivi ng cardiac care closer to home. I am currently being treated for 
outpatient cardiovascular rehabi litation at UM BWMC. l would very much li ke forUM BWMC to be 
able to offer a cardiac surgery program. It is comforting to know that ifl ever need a higher level of care 
that I wi ll be able to remain close to home and in a comfortable setting while still being able to receive 
outstanding care from UMMC cardiac surgeons. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health 
Care Commission to grant approval ofUM BWMC's Certificate ofNeed application to establish a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

1r:; J ~~ 
Printed Name: 1\)' R \\) ~ 'f L F !\~ 3 



Date: - --+-rleo;.____...;/'--J r __ 
Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
30 I Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

r write to express my full suppmt forUM BWMC's Certificate ofNeed (CON) application to develop an 
open heatt cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, 
research, and training program at UM B WMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient 
satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

. 
The avai lability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and their 
fam ilies as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of UMMC 
cardiac surgeons and the community setting ofUM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer to home 
where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help them 
thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at 
UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

I know fi rst-hand the benefits of receiving cardiac care closer to home. I am currently being treated for 
outpatient cardiovascular rehabilitation at UM BWMC. I would very much like forUM BWMC to be 
ab le to offer a cardiac surgery program. lt is comforting to know that if I ever need a higher level of care 
that I wi ll be able to remain close to home and in a comfortable setting while still being able to receive 
outstand ing care from UMMC cardiac surgeons. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health 
Care Commission to grant approval ofUM BWMC's Certificate ofNeed application to establ ish a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 



Date: 

Karen Olsca1 p 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Uni versity of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
30 I Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate ofNeed (CON) application to develop an 
open heart card iac surgery program in conjunction with the University ofMaryland School of Medicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surge1y, 
research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient 
satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

. 
The availability of cardiac surge1y at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and their 
families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of UMMC 
card iac surgeons and the community setting ofUM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer to home 
where they have easier access to fam ily, friends, community supports and other resources to help them 
thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at 
UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

I know tirst-hand the benefits of receiving cardiac care closer to home. I am currently being treated for 
outpatient card iovascular rehabilitation at UM BWMC. l wou ld ve1y much like forUM BWMC to be 
able to offer a cardiac surge1y program. It is comforting to know that ifl ever need a higher level of care 
that I wi ll be able to remain close to home and in a comfortable setting while still being able to receive 
outstanding care from UMMC cardiac surgeons. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surge1y 
options and life-sav ing research to more patients than ever in Ma1yland. I encourage the Maryland Health 
Care Commission to grant approval of UM BWMC's Certificate of Need application to establish a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surge1y program. 

Sincerely, 



Date: / - 7-- d-Ol-{ 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
30 I Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate ofNeed (CON) appl ication to develop an 
open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, 
research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient 
sati sfaction for patients in our communi ty and throughout Maryland. 

The avai lability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and their 
fam ilies as they will be able to rece ive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality ofUMMC 
cardiac surgeons and the community setting of UM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer to home 
where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help them 
thrive after invasive card iac surge1y. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at 
UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

I know fi rst-hand the benefits of receiving cardiac care closer to home. I am currently being treated for 
outpatient cardiovascular rehabilitation at UM BWMC. I would very much like forUM BWMC to be 
able to offer a cardiac surgery program. It is comforting to know that ifl ever need a higher level of care 
that I wi ll be ab le to remain close to home and in a comfortable setting while still bei ng able lo receive 
outstand ing care fi·om UMMC cardiac surgeons. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Ma1yland Health 
Care Commission to grant approval ofUM BWMC's Certificate ofNeed application to establish a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

Printed Name: /-- 0 I S ------------------------------



January 12, 2015 

 

Karen Olscamp 

President and Chief Executive Officer 

University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 

301 Hospital Drive 

Glen Burnie, MD  21061 

 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

 

I write to express my full support of UM BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an open heart cardiac 
surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine (UM SOM) and the University of Maryland 
Medical Center (UMMC).  The proposed cardiac surgery, research and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to 
care, quality of care and patient satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

 

The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and their families as they will be able to 
receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting of UM 
BWMC.  Patients will be able to stay closer to home where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and 
other resources to help them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery.  The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality 
care at UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

 

I know first-hand the benefits of receiving cardiac care closer to home.  I am currently being treated for outpatient 
cardiovascular rehabilitation at UM BWMC.  I would very much like for UM BWMC to be able to offer a cardiac surgery 
program.  It is comforting to know that if I ever need a higher level of care that I will be able to remain close to home and in a 
comfortable setting while still being able to receive outstanding care from UMMC cardiac surgeons. 

 

In May, 2012, I had a heart attack and went to the ER at BWMC where I received immediate and professional care from the 
courteous staff.  Dr. A. K. Bassi, my cardiologist, sent me to UMMC for catheterization, other studies and a stent.  I appreciate 
the professional and courteous care from Dr Bassi and all other doctors and nurses at UMMC, Cardiac Care Unit. 

 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery options and life-saving research 
to more patients than ever in Maryland.  I encourage the Maryland Health Care Commission to grant approval of UM BWMC's 
Certificate of Need application to establish a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ralph K. Holmes 



Date: ;j_ (/J-o!S 
Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
30 I Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Ce11ificate of Need (CON) application to develop an 
open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Ma1yland School of Medicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, 
research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient 
satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Ma1yland. 

The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and their 
families as they will be ab le to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality ofUMMC 
cardiac surgeons and the community setting ofUM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer to home 
where they have easier access to family, friends, community supp011s and other resources to help them 
thrive after invasive cardiac surge1y. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at 
UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

I know first-hand the benefits of receiving cardiac car~ closer to home. 1 am currently being treated for 
outpatient cardiovascular rehabilitation at UM BWMC. I would very much like forUM BWMC to be 
ab le to offer a cardiac surgery program. It is comforting to know that if I ever need a higher level of care 
that I will be able to remain close to home and in a comfortable setting while still being able to receive 
outstanding care from UMMC cardiac surgeons. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surge1y 
opt ions and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health 
Care Commission to grant approval of UM BWMC's Certificate of Need application to establish a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

Printed Name:/) 0 (' \' ~ 



Date: 6 I /o '1./1.2 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
30 I Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 2106 1 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an 
open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University ofMaryland School of Medicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, 
research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient 
satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and their 
families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of UMMC 
cardiac surgeons and the community setting ofUM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer to home 
where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help them 
thrive after invasive cardi ac surgery. The availabi lity of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at 
UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

I know first-hand the benefits of receiving cardiac care closet· to home. I am currently being treated for 
outpatient cardiovascular rehabili tation at UM BWMC. I would very much like forUM BWMC to be 
able to offer a cardiac surgery program. It is comfotting to know that ifl ever need a higher level of care 
that I will be ab le to remain close to home and in a comfortable setting while still being able to receive 
outstanding care from UMMC cardiac surgeons. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-savi ng research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health 
Care Commission to grant approval of UM BWMC's Certificate of Need application to establish a 
comprehensive community-based card iac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

Printed Name: 



Date: aifJ..-/0 7/J..s,...-. 
Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
30 I Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 2 1061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate ofNeed (CON) application to develop an 
open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Matyland School of Medicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, 
research, and training program at UM BWMC wi ll improve access to care, quality of care, and patient 
satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

. 
The availability of cardiac surgety at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and their 
fam ilies as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of UMMC 
cardiac surgeons and the community setting ofUM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer to home 
where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help them 
thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at 
UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

I know first-hand the benefits of receiving cardiac care closer to home. I am currently being treated for 
outpatient card iovascul ar rehabilitation at UM BWMC. I would very much like forUM BWMC to be 
able to offer a cardiac surgety program. It is comforting to know that ifl ever need a higher level of care 
that l will be able to remain close to home and in a comfortable setting while still being able to receive 
outstanding care from UMMC cardiac surgeons. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced card iac surgery 
options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Matyland. I encourage the Maryland Health 
Care Commission to grant approval ofUM BWMC's Certificate ofNeed application to establ ish a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

Printed Name: // c-~ /y 
,7~'~v~~--~~~~~~-~=-----------



Date: I Its-i2 t) I ~../ 
~ I 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
30 I Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate ofNeed (CON) appl ication to develop an 
open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Ma1yland School of Medicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, 
research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient 
satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

. 
The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC wi ll be extremely beneficial to patients and their 
families as they will be ab le to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality ofUMMC 
cardiac surgeons and the community setting ofUM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer to home 
where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help them 
thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The avai lability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at 
UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

I know first-hand the benefits of receiving cardiac care closer to home. I am currently being treated for 
outpatient card iovascular rehabilitation at UM BWMC. l would very much like forUM BWMC to be 
able to offer a cardiac surgery program. It is comforting to know that ifl ever need a higher level of care 
that I wi ll be able to remain close to home and in a comfmtable setting while still being able to receive 
outstand ing care from UMMC cardiac surgeons. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health 
Care Commission to grant approva l ofUM BWMC's Certificate ofNeed application to establish a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surge1y program. 



Date: ( b-1 J(S ----~~~~~~--------
Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
30 I Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate ofNeed (CON) application to develop an 
open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, 
research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient 
satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and their 
families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality ofUMMC 
cardiac surgeons and the community setting ofUM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer to home 
where they have easier access to family, friends, community supp01ts and other resources to help them 
thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at 
UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

I know first-hanci the benefits of receiving cardiac care closer to home. I am currently being treated for 
outpatient cardiovascular rehabilitation at UM BWMC. I would very much like forUM BWMC to be 
able to offer a cardiac surgery program. It is comforting to know that if I ever need a higher level of care 
that I will be able to remain close to home and in a comfortable setting while still being able to receive 
outstanding care from UMMC cardiac surgeons. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Ma1y land. I encourage the Ma1yland Health 
Care Commission to grant approval of UM BWMC's Certificate of Need application to establish a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 



Date: -----'!J--'<--'7;1.'---'-, _U_;:_/7_c: __ 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
30 I Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 2106 1 

Dear Ms, Olscamp: 

I write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an 
open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Matyland School of Medicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgety, 
research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient 
satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

. 
The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and their 
families as they wi ll be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality ofUMMC 
cardiac surgeons and the community setting of UM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer to home 
where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help them 
thri ve after invasive card iac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at 
UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

I know first-hand the benefits of receiving cardiac care closer to home. 1 am currently being treated for 
outpatient cardiovascular rehabi li tation at UM BWMC. I would very much like forUM BWMC to be 
able to offer a cardiac surgery program. It is comforting to know that if I ever need a higher level of care 
that I will be able to remain close to home and in a comfortable setting while still being able to receive 
outstanding care from UMMC cardiac surgeons. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health 
Care Commission to grant approval of UM BWMC's Certificate ofNeed application to establish a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surgety program. 

Sincerely, 

Printed Name: _Q=--u-~----'-'~fc::£~. _-_ 



Date: ~ . .').\, ZOis-
' 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I write to express my fu ll supp01t forUM BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an 
open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, 
research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient 
satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

The availabi lity of cardiac surge1y at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and their 
families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of UMMC 
cardiac surgeons and the community setting of UM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer to home 
where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help them 
thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at 
UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

I know first-hand the benefits of receiving cardiac care closer to home. 1 am currently being treated for 
outpatient card iovascular rehabilitation at UM BWMC. I would very much like forUM BWMC to be 
able to offer a cardiac surge1y program. It is comf01ting to know that ifl ever need a higher level of care 
that I wi ll be able to remain close to home and in a comfortable setting while still being able to receive 
outstanding care from UMMC cardiac surgeons. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health 
Care Commission to grant approval ofUM BWMC's Certificate of Need application to establish a 
comprehennn:unity-based cane surg y program. 

s;ncerely, '--{_,_""") t/ (.1 

:Jell. O) J_ f\ · ~ AcJ6fl.l 

Printed Name: ------------------------------



Date: J et, t1. U-flJ' y 1 cJ..o /0 
/ :> 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
30 I Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I write to express my full support forUM BWMC's Certificate ofNeed (CON) application to develop an 
open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University ofMatyland School of Medicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, 
research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient 
satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

The availability of cardiac surgety at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and their 
families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality ofUMMC 
cardiac surgeons and the community setting ofUM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer to home 
where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help them 
thrive after invasive cardiac surgety. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at 
UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

I know first-hand the benefits of receiving cardiac care closer to home. I am currently being treated for 
outpatient cardiovascular rehabilitation at UM BWMC. l would very much like forUM BWMC to be 
able to offer a cardiac surgety program. It is comforting to know that if I ever need a higher level of care 
that I will be able to remain close to home and in a comfortable setting while still being able to receive 
outstanding care from UMMC cardiac surgeons. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health 
Care Commission to grant approval ofUM BWMC's Certificate ofNeed application to establish a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

Printed Name: ~~~ .~!Vt./ 
I] tLI' b cU ., ()......- S+t- I t:_ k €..fl 



UM BWMC Cardiac Surget-y Lettea· of Support Template- to be retumed to Jen Kumar at 
jkumat·@bwmc.umms.org (prefened), faxed to 410-787-4846, or mailed. Highlighting indicates 
infonnation to be personalized. Please remove highlighting before submitting your letter. 

Date 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
30 I Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I write to express my fu ll suppott forUM BWMC's Certificate ofNeed (CON) application to develop an 
open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, 
research, and train ing program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient 
satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and their 
families as they wi ll be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality ofUMMC 
cardiac surgeons and the community setting ofUM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer to home 
where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help them 
thrive after invasive card ic:c surgety. The availability uf comprehenstve, seamless, high-quality care at 
UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

J know first-hand the benefits of receiving cardiac care closer to home. I am currently being treated for 
outpatient cardiovascular rehabilitation at UM BWMC. I would very much like forUM BWMC to be 
able to offer a cardiac surgery program. It is comforting to know that if I ever need a higher level of care 
that I will be able to remain close to home and in a comfortable setting while still being able to receive 
outstanding care from UMMC cardiac surgeons. 

Please elaborate, on 'yp~r Sllpp'or.t for :tlie ''pi·Jposed ca'rdiac surg~lY prdgram 'at UM·'BW,MC. If-you had a 
cardiac surgery at UMMC your letter can explain the lligh.qiuility;of care provided by,UMMC stirgeons, 
while also explaining how you would have pr&ferred to'have 'the~ surgery at"UM BWMC, your local 
hosP,ital of choice: '1~ y~,~ .ha? a c?~~iac crttl;~t~riiation:,~r?ce~h~t~~~~.U:i,Vt ~~Me yo~f·~~h ·spe~k~B,o~t' t.he 
strength of our.extstmg mterventwnal card10logy program: Note::~ZfJltS paragraph wtll fiat be 1i1cluded m 
the generic LOS for cardiac rehab patients who do nofwish to pe~somilize"tneir letter) 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health 
Care Commission to grant approval of UM BWMC's Certificate of Need application to establish a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 



Date: I ... S"' / 5' 
Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
30 I Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I write to express my full suppo1t forUM BWMC's Ce1tificate ofNeed (CON) application to develop an 
open hea1t cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Ma1yland School of Medicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, 
research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient 
satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

. 
The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and their 
families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality ofUMMC 
cardiac surgeons and the community setting ofUM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer to home 
where they have easier access to family, fri ends, community supports and other resources to help them 
thrive after invasive card iac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at 
UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction . 

I know first-hand the benefits of receiving cardiac care closer to horne. I am currently being treated for 
outpatient cardiovascular rehabilitation at UM BWMC. l would very much like forUM BWMC to be 
able to offer a card iac surgery program. It is comforting to know that if I ever need a higher level of care 
that I wi ll be able to remain close to home and in a comfortable setting while still being able to receive 
outstanding care from UMMC cardiac surgeons. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-sav ing research to more patients than ever in Maryland. l encourage the Ma1yland Health 
Care Commission to grant approval of UM BWMC's Certificate of Need application to establish a 
comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

/Jd:JtJ~ 
Printed Name: M I C..ij,4C: L 1/0HS 



Date: 1 - f - I $' ----------------------
Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
30 I Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

I write to express my full suppott forUM BWMC's Cettificate of Need (CON) application to develop an 
open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, 
research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and patient 
satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland. 

The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and their 
families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality ofUMMC 
cardiac surgeons and the community setting of UM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer to home 
where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help them 
thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at 
UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

I know first-hand the benefits of receiving cardiac care closer to home. I am currently being treated for 
outpatient cardiovascular rehabilitation at UM BWMC. I would very much like forUM BWMC to be 
able to offer a cardiac surgery program. It is comforting to know that if I ever need a higher level of care 
that I will be able to remain close to home and in a comfortable setting while still being able to receive 
outstanding care from UMMC cardiac surgeons. 

The UM BWMC, UM SOM and UMMC partnership will bring the most advanced cardiac surgery 
options and life-saving research to more patients than ever in Maryland. I encourage the Maryland Health 
Care Commission to grant approval ofUM BWMC's Certificate ofNeed application to establish a 

:~::::~:.nsivE;~b~ac surgery program. 

Printed Name: D() ~ l !'IS S. 2 L)~ E__ R 



LETTERS OF SUPPORT 

— RELIGIOUS — 



Sheryl Menendez, SeniorPastor9 3~nueSout11west, Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

January 20, 2015 

Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

Dear Ms. Olscamp: 

On behalf of Light of the World Family Ministries, I write to express our full support forUM BWMC's Certificate 
of Need (CON) application to develop an open heart cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of 
Maryland School of Medicine (UM SOM) and the University ofMaryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed 
cardiac surgery, research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of care, and 
patient satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland, while also reducing health disparities 
among minority, low-income and other disadvantaged populations. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) since 2001 and elective 
PCI since 2009. However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC means 
critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these referrals are to hospitals that are 
unfamiliar to the patients and farther away from their home and support system. The availability of cardiac surgery 
at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and their families as they will be able to receive care that 
combines the clinical expertise and quality ofUMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting ofUM BWMC. 
Patients will be able to stay closer to home where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports 
and other resources to help them thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, 
high-quality care at UM BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

We are strong supporters of UM BWMC's outreach efforts, which have expanded access for underserved residents, 
improved public knowledge about prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 

Light of the World Family Ministries, has been In partnership over the last 10 years with, UM BWMC working 
diligently providing to our Faith Based Communities the important message concerning getting checked for these 
health issues that face our young and elderly, throughout the Anne Arundel County Communities. We at Light of 
the World Family Ministries will continue working in partnership with UM BWMC to get this message out to all of 
our communities that they may, obtain the best initiatives related to cardiovascular disease and related topics (e.g. 
obesity, diabetes, vascular health, nutrition, physical activity) and outreach to minority, low-income and 
disadvantaged populations. 

Light of the World Fanuly Ministries, strongly encourages the Maryland Health Care Commission to grant approval 
ofUM BWMC's CON application to establish a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 

Sincerely, 

s1C;;t){:~ 



 

Empowering Believers Church of the Apostolic Faith 
7566 East Howard Road * Glen Burnie, MD 21060 

410-761-9272 * Ebcaf1@aol.com 

Apostle Larry Lee Thomas, Sr. – Pastor * Dr. Gayle Tyler Wilson – Assistant Pastor 
 
January 21, 2015 
 
Karen Olscamp 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 
 
Dear Ms. Olscamp: 
 
On behalf of Empowering Believers Church of the Apostolic Faith, I write to express our full 
support for UM BWMC’s Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an open heart 
cardiac surgery program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine 
(UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC).  The proposed cardiac 
surgery, research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of 
care, and patient satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland, while also 
reducing health disparities among minority, low-income and other disadvantaged populations. 
 
UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) since 
2001 and elective PCI since 2009.  However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac 
surgery program at UM BWMC means critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a 
higher level care.  Often, these referrals are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the patients and 
farther away from their home and support system.  The availability of cardiac surgery at UM 
BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and their families as they will be able to receive 
care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of UMMC cardiac surgeons and the 
community setting of UM BWMC.  Patients will be able to stay closer to home where they have 
easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help them thrive after 
invasive cardiac surgery.  The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at UM 
BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 
 
We are strong supporters of UM BWMC’s outreach efforts, which have expanded access for 
underserved residents, improved public knowledge about prevention, and provided opportunities 
for early detection. 
 
The Empowering Believers Church has a long relationship with UM BWMC. We have been 
involved in many of the outreach campaign especially those to the underserved and the minority 
community. We have been engaged with hospitals, holding many dialog sessions on how to 



improve relationships between the minority communities as well as to build trust and talk about 
the disparities. Our conversation has been very beneficial as we have progressed down through 
the years. I have served on many boards to improve community health. I was on the Cancer 
Advisory Review Board for many years. In 2001 I created The Smoke Free Holy Ground 
Initiative that collaborates with a network of 300 churches, many of them from Anne Arundel 
County. We have an annual health fair that promotes Faith and Health.  In 2014 we partnered 
with the million hearts initiative whose primary purpose is to get 100 congregations signed up to 
promote cardiovascular information and educate their congregations about the danger of heart 
disease.  
 
We are in full support to have UM BWMC’s Certificate of Need (CON) application, as we will 
not have to travel to other counties or even other states to get the services that this initiative will 
provide for Anne Arundel County and the community at large.  As a Clergy and Pastor it will 
benefit us as well and better serve our parishioners.  
 
I strongly encourage the Maryland Health Care Commission to grant approval of UM BWMC’s 
CON application to establish a comprehensive community-based cardiac surgery program. 
 
If you need further information please feel free to contact us. Thank you 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Larry Lee Thomas, Sr. 
 
Apostle Larry Lee Thomas, Sr. - Pastor 
Smoke Free Holy Ground, Spokesperson 
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1::<. ~11 Olscamp 
I·~ .J.:!ent and Chief Executive Officer 
l;·r, ··~rsity of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
: I) :Iospita!Drive 
01· JBumie,MD21061 

De r Ms. Olscamp: 

January 26, 2015 

< lr1 J':half of Heritage Community ChUTilh, I write to el\press our fuli support forUM BWMC's 
< ::c i ficate of Need (CON} application to develop an open hemt cardiac surgery progrwn in conjunction 
wii 1 tl1e University ofMacyland School ofMedicine (UM SOM) and the University of Maryland Medical 
( ::, l1!r (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, research, and training program at UM BWMC will 
hn• mve access to care, quality of care, and patient satisfaction for patients in our community and 
t lu it ghoul Maryland, while also reducing health disparities among minority, low· income and other 
., t;~, dvantaged populations. 

lJJ 13WMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention (PCI) since 2001 
:m dective PCt since 2009. However, the current lack of a comprehensive cardiac surgery program at 
I Jl 13WMC means critically ill patients need to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these 
1 el rr-als are to hospitals that are unfamiliar to the patients and farther away from their home and support 
':~ nn.. The availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be el\tremely beneficial to patients and 
t lw : families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and quality of 
l)!. ],fC cardiac surgeons and the community setting ofUM BWMC. Patients will be able to stay closer 
t" orne where they have easier access to family, friends, community supports and other resources to help 
t ht :. thrive after invasive cardiac surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care 
l:l· i•d: BWMC will also increase patient satisfaction. 

''i "re strong supporters ofUM BWMC's outreach efforts, which have expanded access for underserved 
t 1~1: l•mts, improved public knowledge about prevention, and provided opportunities for early detection. 

~ l UM BWMC Cardiac Surgery will be an incredible asset to reach the minority and underserved 
· .11'1: l•llll:s of our community. By bringing this new heart cardiac program closer to those in need, many 

.. 1 rM• '' inrnviduals will be better served. We have an excellent working relationship with BWMC. Every 
·! ·e we host an ann.ual Health Festival for more than 700 people and tbe professionals ofBWMC are 
::h, 1:1s well represented at this event. BWMC brings a plethora of information on. obesity prevention, 
1 :<)• ; eating habits, vascular health nutrition, physical activity and more; This valuable information in the 
~ :p :.ish language reaches our Hispanic population, bringing the professional and patient closer together. 

l S' ;•ngly encourage the Maryland Health Care Commission. to grant approval ofUM BWMC's CON 
l p i 'ation to establish a cbmprehensivc community-based cardiac surgery program. 

TAG£: COMMUNITY CHURCH 

.• :~ !~ lmfrwnity of Christians devoted to nurturing love f'Or Jehovah God. Jove for self, and tow= for otJ1ers." Mt. ~:iS4;~0 
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Karen Olscamp 

St. Mark United Methodist Church 
1440 Dorsey Rd. 

Hanover, Maryland 21076-1429 
41 0-859-5352 

President and Chief Executive Officer 
University of Maryland Baltimore Washington Medical Center 
301 Hospital Drive 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

January 22, 2015 

Rev. Herbert W. Watson, Jr Dear Ms. Olscamp: 
Pastor 

Min. Michael R. Simms 
Rev. Charles Proctor 
Ministerial Staff 

Rochelle Watson 
Administrative Assistant 

Renee Loudermill 
Ron Davis 
Lay Leaders 

Renee Loudermill 
Church Council 
Chairperson 

Theodore Mack 
Treasurer 

Barbara Hall 
Financial Secretary 

John Hawkins, Jr. 
Finance 
Chairperson 

Erika Gordon 
Staff/Parish Relations 
Chairperson 

Denard Hebron 
Trustee Board 
Chairperson 

Regi McClurkin 
Director of Music 

Fax: 
410-859-8357 
Email: 
StMark21 076@aol.com 

On behalf of St. Mark United Methodist Church, I write to express our full support forUM 
BWMC's Certificate of Need (CON) application to develop an open heart cardiac surgery 
program in conjunction with the University of Maryland School of Medicine (UM SOM) 
and the University of Maryland Medical Center (UMMC). The proposed cardiac surgery, 
research, and training program at UM BWMC will improve access to care, quality of 
care, and patient satisfaction for patients in our community and throughout Maryland, 
while also reducing health disparities among minority, low-income and other 
disadvantaged populations. 

UM BWMC has successfully provided emergent percutaneous coronary intervention 
(PCI) since 2001 and elective PCI since 2009. However, the current lack of a 
comprehensive cardiac surgery program at UM BWMC means critically ill patients need 
to be sent elsewhere for a higher level care. Often, these referrals are to hospitals that 
are unfamiliar to the patients and farther away from their home and support system. The 
availability of cardiac surgery at UM BWMC will be extremely beneficial to patients and 
their families as they will be able to receive care that combines the clinical expertise and 
quality of UMMC cardiac surgeons and the community setting of UM BWMC. Patients 
will be able to stay closer to home where they have easier access to family , friends, 
community supports and other resources to help them thrive after invasive cardiac 
surgery. The availability of comprehensive, seamless, high-quality care at UM BWMC 
will also increase patient satisfaction. 

We are strong supporters of UM BWMC's outreach efforts, which have expanded 
access for underserved residents, improved public knowledge about prevention, and 
provided opportunities for early detection. 

I strongly encourage the Maryland Health Care Commission to grant approval of UM 
BWMC's CON application to establish a comprehensive community-based cardiac 
surgery program. 

Si/7rely, 

,~,li~Pn:fi~~V 
Pastor 

Our Mission is To Make Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World. 


	Exh. 33 -- Letters of Support
	List of Letters Received

	BUSINESS & INDUSTRY

	Aiello
	Brunnett
	Greene
	Hannon
	Murray
	Schmidt
	Voith

	COMMUNITY SERVICE

	Medley
	Menendez
	Moeller
	Morris


	EDUCATION

	Bixler

	GOVERNMENT/COUNTY

	Anthony
	Brown

	Chan
	Ciotola
	Duval-Harvey
	Glassman
	Jordan
	Kittleman
	Peters
	Commissioners of Queen Anne's County (Anderson, Buckey, Comfort, Moran, Wilson)
	Rossman
	Schuh

	GOVERNMENT/STATE

	Beidle
	Carey
	Chang

	District 31 (Carey, Kipke, Bryan Simonaire, Meagan Simonaire)
	
Reilly
	
Sophocleus
	
Vitale

	HEALTH CARE (UMMS Affiliates)

	Benjamin
	Cespedes
	Chrencik
	Condit
	Cunanan-Bush
	Donohue
	Foley
	Fritz
	Gammie

	Griffith
	Hanna
	Helmly
	Knud-Hansen
	Kurtom
	Langfitt

	Linder
	Lubeski
	Momeni
	Parry
	Prendergast
	Rajagopalan
	Rajasingh
	Reece
	Remo
	Rivest
	Runz
	Schneider
	Shanahan
	Vibhakar
	Womeldorf

	HEALTH CARE (General)

	Arundel Heart Associates (Bassim Badro, Mukherkee, Ramirez, Roy, Young-Hyman)
	Nabil Badro
	Bassi
	Buntz
	Doh
	Gao
	Heart Center of Northern Anne Arundel County (Aiello, Doyle, Miller, 
Okun, Penafiel, Yoon, Zohlman )
	Izzi
	Larison
	Mickler
	Negi
	Ochaney
	Sharma


	INDIVIDUALS

	Buckley
	Burrell
	Calender
	DeAngioletti
	Evans
	Fagg
	Gapyn
	Gremple
	Grempler
	Holmes
	Jory
	Kushinsky
	Lily
	Martin
	Parker
	Polk
	Sauer
	Stricker
	Thriff
	Vohs
	Zuger

	RELIGIOUS�
	Menendez

	Thomas
	Torres
	Watson





