changes
urged

Panel wants more focus
on child’s needs, urges
more training for judges

By STEVE LASH
Steve.Lash@TheDailyRecord.com

The long-held presumption under
Maryland law that divorced parents
be given joint legal and shared physi-
cal custody of their children must be
replaced with a clear focus on the
best interest of the child, a state com-
mission examining custody issues
concluded in a report released Mon-
day.

Custody decisions must address
“children’s lives now as opposed to
how it was 60 years ago,” said Mont-
gomery County Circuit Judge Cynthia
Callahan, who chaired the Maryland
Commission on Child Custody Deci-
sion-Making. The very definition of
parent has changed in many ways in
recent years, with increasing numbers

of same-sex parents and stay-at-home

dads, Callahan said.
The commission also found “a lack
of adequate training for judges and
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Obama: Get more cop cams

In wake of Ferguson, president’s

review backs use of devices to build trust. 8A

Alissa.Gulin@TheDailyRecord.com

When people don’t have health insur-
ance, they’re much less likely to seek
necessary care. Their health spirals
downward, and treatment becomes
much more expensive. This much we
know.

Volume 126 | Number 041

’ Wrongfully shot?

Family sues over man's fatal
shoqting by city police officer. 8A
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Hospitals stegrin

The Affordable Care Act provided a
litany of tools to remedy that problem,
but many people are still uninsured.

Now, hospitals have another way to help

get people enrolled in coverage, partic-
ularly Medicaid. It’s called Hospital Pre-
sumptive Eligibility.

The Hospital Presumptive Eligibility
(HPE) program enables hospital work-
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patients to Medicaid

MAXIMILIAN FRANZ
From left, Jackie Powers, director of patient financial services at Anne Arundel Medical Center, and Bob Reilly, chief financial officer, say
a new program that allows hospitals to help eligible patients sign up for Medicaid has been a positive experience.

Many who are eligible are unaware they qualify, officials say

By ALissA GULIN

ers to quickly enroll eligible patients in
Medicaid so the patients can receive

- necessary medical services on a timely
‘basis. This program, included as part of

the Affordable Care Act, went into effect
in Maryland on Oct. 1.
With HPE, trained hospital staffers

See ELIGIBILITY 3A



Eligibility» Pl;ogram allows hospitals to help enroll patients in Medicaid

Continued from 1A

help enroll an uninsured individual in
temporary Medicaid coverage, which is
activated within a day or two and lasts for
about two months. The staffer also helps
fill out an application for permanent Med-
icaid coverage. O &

By granting tempi)rary coverage, pa-
tients can fill prescriptions, sehedule fol-
low-up appointments with primary care
physicians or see specialists after being
discharged. Without the temporary cov-
erage, patients wouldn't be able to pay
for needed medications or obtain other
post-acute care.

By the time the temporary coverage
runs out, the state will have had time to
process the application for full coverage.

“Up until Oct. 1, we only had the op-
tion of going through the old process of
getting [permanent] Medicaid coverage
for certain patients,” said Bob Reilly,
chief financial officer for Anne Arundel
Medical Center. “Now, the process is ac-
celerated. It allows folks with the most
dire need — for coverage, for clinical
support, pharmaceuticals and so forth —
to get it quickly.”

Anne Arundel Medical Center is one
of about 15 hospitals in Maryland which
have begun to implement the program (at
least 23 more have indicated their intent
to participate). Hospitals must show they

It allows folks with the
most dire need — for
coverage, for clinical
support, pharmaceuticals
and so forth — to get it
quickly.

BoB REILLY
Anne Arundel Medical Center
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Anne Arundel Medical Center’s Jackie Powers, director of patient financial services, and Bob Reilly, chief financial officer. Power says AAMC
has helped about 120 patients in the first month of the new Medicaid program.

have enough trained staff and certain in-
frastructure capabilities in order to be
certified by the state Department of
Health and Mental Hygiene to participate.

Even though hospitals get paid
retroactively for care provided to pa-
tients who are uninsured at the time of
their hospitalization but get Medicaid
coverage later on, the HPE program en-
sures more timely payments, Reilly and
others said.

Jackie Powers, the director of patient
financial services at AAMC, said she and
half a dozen other staffers help identify
uninsured patients who come to the hos-
pital as potentially eligible for Medicaid.
Powers said her team can also help peo-

ple who are not eligible for Medicaid by
helping them sign up for coverage
through the state health exchange.

“So far it’s been a very positive expe-
rience,” Powers said. “...We were one of
the first [hospitals] to take advantage of
this, but I'm sure others will be getting on
board.”

Reilly said Anne Arundel Medical
Center has helped about 120 patients in
the first month, or about four people a
day, with the program.

“We just think it’s a great program for
our community,” he said. “There are still
a number of folks in Anne Arundel
County who are not insured and who
would be helped by this.”

Bloomberg
Maryland Index

542.71

-4.95

Maryland stocks fell Monday, led by Under Armour Inc. and Marriott In-

ternational Inc.

The Bloomberg Maryland Index, a price-weighted list of companies with
operations in the region, fell 4.95 to 542.71.

Under Armour fell 2.71 to 69.78. Marriott International fell 1.34 to 77.45..

In the broader market, the Standard & Poor’s 500 Index fell 14.12 to
2,053.44. The Dow Jones Industrial Average fell 51.44 to 17,776.80.

The Bloomberg Maryland Index was developed with a base value of 100

as of Dec. 31, 1996.
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