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Introduced by: Councilmember Smith 

CITY OF TAKOMA PARK, MARYLAND 

RESOLUTION 2015-5 

RESOLUTION COMMENTING ON THE CERTIFICATE OF NEED 
APPLICATION FILED BY ADVENTIST HEALTHCARE TO RELOCATE THE 

WASHINGTON ADVENTIST HOSPITAL ACUTE CARE LICENSE AND 
CERTAIN SERVICES TO WHITE OAK IN PROCEEDINGS BEFORE THE 

MARYLAND HEALTH CARE COMMISSION, DOCKET NO. 13-15-2349 

WHEREAS, Washington Adventist Hospital has been an important and valued part of the 
Takoma Park community for 107 years; and, 

WHEREAS, Adventist HealthCare is seeking to relocate the acute care hospital license and all 
related acute care hospital services of Washington Adventist Hospital, Inc. 
("WAH") from Takoma Park to a new campus in the White Oak area of 
Montgomery County, Maryland; and, 

WHEREAS, WAH is the only acute care hospital located in the City of Takoma Park 
and provides acute, emergency and primary health care to many Takoma 
Park residents; and, 

WHEREAS, the City wishes to ensure that Takoma Park residents continue to have convenient 
local access to quality health care, particularly urgent and emergency medical care 
and routine health care services; and, 

WHEREAS, the City is concerned about health care access for its residents and loss of the 
hospital will mean loss of access; and, 

WHEREAS, the City wishes to ensure that its residents retain a high quality and economically 
viable health care delivery system; and, 

WHEREAS, Adventist HealthCare must obtain a Certificate ofNeed (CON) from the Maryland 
Health Care Commission ("Commission") before it can relocate the hospital; and, 

WHEREAS, Section 19-103 of the Health-General Article of the Maryland Code requires the 
Commission to promote financial and geographic access to quality health care 
services at a reasonable cost for all Marylanders; and, 

WHEREAS, Section (04)(B)(4)(b) ofthe State Health Plan for Facilities and Services: Acute 
Care Hospital Services ("Maryland State Health Plan") requires that if a proposed 
capital project reduces the potential availability or accessibility of a facility or 
service by eliminating, downsizing or otherwise modifying a facility or service, the 
applicant shall document that each proposed change will not inappropriately 
diminish, for the population in the primary service area, the availability or 
accessibility to care including access for the indigent and/or uninsured; and, 



WHEREAS, WAH facilities occupy a significant amount efland in a critical location in 
Takoma Park, and maintenance of that land in accordance with City regulations is 
important to the economic viability of the City; and 

WHEREAS, the Maryland State Health Plan requires that health care facilities be developed 
with consideration of green building standards; and, 

WHEREAS, the City wishes to be assured that the health care facilities that WAH proposes to 
retain on the Takoma Park campus will be of high quality in both medical care and 
physical appearance and will be fiscally sustainable for decades to come; and, 

WHEREAS, the Commission has the authority to impose conditions upon Adventist HealthCare, 
including conditions relating to health care services on the Takoma Park campus, 
in connection with the granting of a CON; and, 

WHEREAS, the City asserts that the economic viability and health care services of the 
proposed White Oak facility and the Takoma Park campus will be inextricably 
intertwined; and, 

WHEREAS, the revised CON application contains no specific financial investment in the 
Takoma Park campus and places all commitments concerning Takoma Park 
outside its formal application; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Takoma Park accepts the analysis by Adventist HealthCare regarding 
financial and site specific limitations as the basis for why WAH must move its 
acute care hospital to ensure the hospital's long term viability; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Takoma Park supports the ongoing financial viability of WAH and 
regretfully accepts the likelihood of the proposed relocation; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Takoma Park has questions and technical comments that may be 
submitted to the Maryland Health Care Commission and/or Washington Adventist 
Hospital, as appropriate, to help gather information to assure the City Council and 
the Takoma Park community that the WAH proposal, as included in the CON 
application, will protect the medical and fiscal health of the Takoma Park 
community. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TAKOMA PARK, MARYLAND that, when considering the Certificate ofNeed to relocate 
WAH, the Maryland Health Care Commission is urged to affirm that the Certificate ofNeed 
application demonstrates that adequate resources are available and designated for use to: 

a. ensure that the availability of and accessibility to excellent 24 hour/7 days per 
week urgent and emergency health care is not impaired for the residents of 
Takoma Park; and 



b. ensure that the availability of and accessibility to excellent primary health 
care services is not impaired for the residents of Takoma Park; and 

c. maintain the Takoma Park campus as an attractive property meeting local and 
State codes, including those for property maintenance, stormwater control 
and tree protection. 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Takoma Park requests to be recognized 
as a Participating Entity by the Maryland Health Care Commission in this Certificate ofNeed 
application process. 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Takoma Park requests that, within six 
months of the promulgation of regulations, Adventist Health Care undertake, in consultation with 
the City, a study regarding the feasibility and establishment of a Freestanding (emergency) 
Medical Facility on the Takoma Park campus; and furthermore, if this study concludes a 
Freestanding (emergency) Medical Facility is financially and technically feasible, then to 
diligently pursue a Freestanding (emergency) Medical Facility when regulations are formalized. 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City ofTakoma Park requests that, during the 
CON review process, Adventist HealthCare work cooperatively with the City to memorialize 
milestones and a framework to ensure that the Takoma Park campus remains well maintained and 
is well functioning to serve the needs of the Takoma Park community. 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Takoma Park requests that Adventist 
HealthCare assist the City in its efforts to seek resources from County, State and Federal 
governmental agencies, charitable organizations and other entities to mitigate the economic 
impact of the relocation ofWAH on the Takoma Park community. 

THIS RESOLUTION IS ADOPTED THIS 26™ DAY OF JANUARY, 2015. 

ATTEST: 

City Clerk 
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Primary and Secondary MSGA Market Share for WAH - White Oak using Expected Discharges and Driving Distance Rank

Zip Location Service Area
WAH - 

White Oak
Holy Cross 
Hospital

Laurel 
Regional 
Hospital

Doctors 
Communit
y Hospital

Prince 
George's 
Health 
Center

Washingto
n Hospital 

Center

White Oak 
Distance 

Rank

Estimated 
WO Market 

Share
2013 Total 
Discharges

Estimated 
Discharges % of Total

Cumulative 
%

a b c d e f g h i j
20904 Silver Spring Primary 1.4 5.6 7 10.9 18.1 11.4 1 46.3% 3419 1584 18.6% 18.6%
20903 Silver Spring Primary 3.7 4.9 9.1 9.5 11.8 7.9 1 46.3% 1043 483 5.7% 24.3%
20905 Silver Spring Primary 6.5 8.7 9.7 18.5 20.8 14.2 1 46.3% 929 430 5.1% 29.4%
20906 Silver Spring Primary 9.4 5.4 12 20.8 23.1 12.4 2 11.5% 4538 521 6.1% 35.5%
20850 Rockville Primary 15.4 11.5 18.2 22.7 25.1 18 2 11.5% 2571 295 3.5% 39.0%
20874 Germantown Primary 25.9 21.8 28.6 33.1 35.4 28.3 2 11.5% 2533 291 3.4% 42.4%
20902 Silver Spring Primary 7.2 3.3 12.6 13.4 16.2 10.2 2 11.5% 2455 282 3.3% 45.8%
20706 Lanham Primary 10.3 13.4 13.8 2.2 21.7 12 2 11.5% 2451 281 3.3% 49.1%
20783 Hyattsville Primary 5.2 4.8 9.9 7.9 7.8 6.6 2 11.5% 2095 241 2.8% 51.9%
20877 Gaithersburg Primary 18.7 18.1 21.4 29.3 31.7 24.6 2 11.5% 2045 235 2.8% 54.7%
20707 Laurel Primary 8.5 13.8 2.1 15.1 13.7 16.9 2 11.5% 2020 232 2.7% 57.4%
20901 Silver Spring Primary 5.0 2.0 10.4 10.8 13.1 7.6 2 11.5% 1663 191 2.2% 59.6%
20853 Rockville Primary 11.8 8.2 14.6 23.3 25.7 15.2 2 11.5% 1636 188 2.2% 61.9%
20723 Laurel Primary 13.2 18.6 6.2 19.9 22.2 21.7 2 11.5% 1308 150 1.8% 63.6%
20705 Beltsville Primary 4.4 9.5 3.9 7.1 10.8 9.8 2 11.5% 1291 148 1.7% 65.4%
20740 College Park Secondary 5.4 7.7 9.7 4.9 7.9 8.1 2 11.5% 1114 128 1.5% 66.9%
20866 Burtonsville Secondary 5.5 9.7 4.9 15.6 17.9 17.4 2 11.5% 612 70 0.8% 67.7%
20910 Silver Spring Secondary 7.2 1.4 12.3 12.7 31.7 6.8 3 14.6% 1768 257 3.0% 70.7%
20708 Laurel Secondary 10.9 17.2 6.2 9.1 12.2 17.9 3 14.6% 1368 199 2.3% 73.1%
20770 Greenbelt Secondary 8 11.1 11.4 2.6 6.2 11.8 3 14.6% 1254 183 2.2% 75.2%
20912 Takoma Park Secondary 8.0 4.0 11.9 8.7 8.3 4.4 3 14.6% 1182 172 2.0% 77.3%
20737 Riverdale Secondary 10.2 13.3 13.7 3.3 18.6 7.1 3 14.6% 995 145 1.7% 79.0%
20011 Washington Secondary 9.1 6.3 13.3 10.1 23.1 2.2 3 14.6% 687 100 1.2% 80.1%
20012 Washington Secondary 7.7 3 14 14.3 16.7 5.2 3 14.6% 285 42 0.5% 80.6%
20743 Capitol Heights Secondary 17.5 20.7 21 10.2 5 9.8 4 5.2% 2655 138 1.6% 82.3%
20785 Hyattsville Secondary 14.6 17.7 18 6.3 4.2 8.4 4 5.2% 2438 126 1.5% 83.7%
20747 District Heights Secondary 19.1 22.3 22.6 11.8 7.2 12.5 4 5.2% 2185 113 1.3% 85.1%
- Out of Area NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 1268 14.9% 100.0%
- Total 8493 100.0%

Notes:
a First 60% = Primary service area, next 25% = Secondary service area. The out of area discharges from WAH - Takoma Park in 2013 were kept constant at 1,268.
b - g: Google Maps distance between the zip code and the hospital location. The first driving option, representing the quickest drive time, was always selected. 
h Average market for zip codes with the same distance ranking for WAH - Takoma Park
i Total 2013 discharges from WAH CON / 2013 WAH market share
j

Driving Distance in Miles from Zip Code Center to Hospital

h * i

Discharges were estimated using the methodology outlined on Page 88 and 89 of the PGHC CON application. Proposed market share for each zip code was estimated by using the average market for zip codes with the same 
distance ranking. For example, all zip codes for which WAH - Takoma Park is currently the closest hospital had an average market share of 46%. Upon moving to WAH, we estimate that all zip codes for which WAH - White Oak 
is the closest hospital will have a 46% percent market share. The estimated market share multiplied by the total 2013 zip code discharges equals the estimated discharges.
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