STEPHEN J. SFEKAS

ATTORNEY AT LAw

SurTE 2700
I1I SourH CALVERT STREET
PHONE: (410) 385-5322 BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21202 Fax: (410) 385-5323

E-MAIL: STEPHEN(@ SFEKASLAW.COM

October 25, 2006

Ms. Linda Cole

Chief

Long Term Care Policy and Planning
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4160 Patterson Avenue

Baltimore, Maryland 21215

RE: Comments of Seasons Hospice and Palliative Services of Maryland, Inc.
To Proposed State Health Plan for Facilities and Services: Nursing Home, *
Home Health Agency and Hospice Services, COMAR 10.24.08

Dear Ms. Cole:

Seasons Hospice and Palliative Services of Maryland, Inc., appreciates the opportunity
which the Commission has extended to us to submit informal comments with respect to this
proposed State Health Plan section, specifically as it relates to hospice services. Seasons
currently provides services in Baltimore City, Baltimore County, Harford, Howard, Anne
Arundel, Carroll and Prince George’s Counties. Seasons also provides services in Illinois,
Wisconsin, Michigan and Arizona. We believe that Seasons’ comments may be of particular use
to the Commission because of Season’s broad experiences in the delivery of hospice services.

We will focus our comments on the need provisions of the State Health Plan as they
relate to hospice services, COMAR 10.24.08.15. In particular, Seasons believes that need for

Carroll County and Prince George’s Counties has not been properly calculated.

1. Carroll County and Prince George’s County.

In 2003, the General Assembly passed S.B. 732, later codified as Health-General
Art. Sec. 19-906 which had the effect of revoking the license of a hospice provider to provide
services in a particular county if that provider had not served a patient in that county during
calendar year 2001. In late 2003, Seasons purchased VNA Hospice Services, Inc., a subsidiary
of VNA, Inc., and its rights to provide hospice services in Maryland. Although VNA Hospice
had provided services in Carroll County and Prince George’s County both before and after 2001,
VNA Hospice had not provided services during that year. Under the statute, the State Office of






