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Linda Cole, Chief MARYLAND HEALTH

Long Term Care Policy and Planning

Maryland Health Care Commission CARE COMMISSION

4160 Patterson Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21215

Re: State Health Plan for Facilities and Services: Nursing Home,
Home Health Agency. and Hospice Services

Dear Ms. Cole:

On behalf of Hospice of Baltimore (“HOB”), a subsidiary of GBMC
HealthCare and an affiliate of Greater Baltimore Medical Center, we provide the
following comments to the Maryland Health Care Commission’s (the “Commission™)
draft update (the “Draft Update™) to COMAR 10.24.08 State Health Plan for Facilities
and Services: Nursing Home, Home Health Agency, and Hospice Service (the “SHP”).
By this letter, and for the reasons detailed below, HOB respectfully requests that the
Commission reconsider the Draft Update’s proposed changes in section .13(C). We
also understand that Hospice Network of Maryland, Inc. is simultaneously submitting
separate comments to the Commission, which HOB adopts and incorporates herein by
reference.

General Overview of HOB

Since 1994, HOB has helped thousands of patients in Baltimore City,
Baltimore County, Carroll County, Harford County, and Howard County make their
final journey in peace, comfort and dignity. As the largest not-for-profit hospice
organization in Maryland, HOB provides quality, compassionate physical, emotional
and spiritual end-of-life care and services to individuals diagnosed with a life-limiting
illness. HOB’s interdisciplinary team of specially trained staff and volunteers are
committed to providing comfort oriented care with a holistic approach aimed at
achieving comfort throughout the progression of the illness. Members of the hospice
team work closely together to provide services including medical care, nursing care,
social work, home health and volunteer assistance, as well as spiritual and grief
counseling and support. HOB provides care wherever a patient and family are most
comfortable: at home, in a nursing home or retirement community, or at its inpatient
facility, Gilchrist Center for Hospice Care.






