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ñI need access to 
my healthcare 
information 
wherever I am.ò

ñWhat do we know 
about this patientôs 
medical history?

Several things could 
be going on.ò

ñWe have reports
of a spike in the 
incidence of this 
cluster of symptoms in 
two other counties.ò
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The CSC Connecting for Health 
Nationwide Health Information Network (NHIN)

ÅAn open, federated and decentralized ñnetwork of networksò

ïConnecting regional and non-geographic communities and services

Å Protected by sound policies for how data is shared

ïControlled by patients and the providers they trust
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A Flexible Approach That Meets the Objectives of the 
Nationôs Strategic Framework for Health IT

Å Improve quality of care

ÅReduce medical errors

Å Lower costs

Å Empower patients

Å Improve public health information monitoring

Better 
biosurveillance 
of outbreaks 
and alerts 
about threats

Portable 
electronic 
health 
records

NHIN

Patient 
access to 
personal 
records
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Our Approach



Definitions

Nationwide Health Information Network

ÅNetwork of subnetwork organizations

Common Framework

ÅA set of specific, critical tools, including:

ïTechnical standards for exchanging clinical information

ïExplicit policies for how information is handled

ïUniform methods for linking information 
accurately and securely 

Subnetwork Organization (SNO)

ÅA group of entities (e.g., clinics, hospitals, labs, etc.) 

that agree to exchange clinical data with each other

using shared policies and technological standards

ÅRegional health information organizations (RHIOs) 
and nongeographic networks 
(e.g., DOD, VA, Kaiser,  etc.)

NHIN Interface

ÅCommon service for messages

Å Encapsulates secure, reliable, audited, 
standards-based messages, 
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Non-Geographic 
SNO

SNO

SNO

The Connecting for Health Team 
NHIN Architecture

ÅRecognizes that diverse local or regional networks need to be connected 
to each other and to non-geographic data sources

ÅBrings interoperability without mandating extensive IT change

ÅNo centralized data

ÅNo central operator

Å SNOs set their
own agendas

Inter-SNO
Bridge

Data
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The Connecting for Health Common Framework
Policies and Standards

SNO 1

SNO 2

SNO 3
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